
But nobody listened. Was anybody 
out there? For decades, all the little 
mouse got from its roar was a hoarse 
voice. The only possible explanation: 
The world had gone deaf. 

Then one day it all changed. As 
World War II dust settled and Ameri¬ 
ca began again to focus on its inner 
self, a new Vacaville started to 
emerge. The deaf ears perked up, as 
if the aural antennae of the world did 
a major shift. Our message was 
picked up, they packed up and here 
they came. In the 1950s, Vacaville 
defined a buzzphrase still popular 
(See Expansive, Page 6) 


A nd so it begins: This growth 
thing. 

It didn’t happen overnight; 
it just seemed that way. It was as if 
all the town’s leaders through all the 
years hadn’t really tried to sell the 
virtues of the Vaca Valley. Perhaps 
they just imagined it. In fact, though, 
they tried so hard that by now they 
were numb. For decades they tried to 
attract the attention of anyone who 
would listen: Bring your families, 
bring your skills, build a plant, open 
a store; there are good schools and 
good people; land is cheap and 
there’s room for everyone. 
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; Brig? Gen.‘-Robert 

in a B-29 crash near 
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base was renamed 
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The fantastic, fabulous '50s 

he 1950s 


War and air base 

Crash means new name 
for base. / Pages 16 & 17 

Fiesta Days 

Annual event begins to 
glow with city. / Page 22 

Fire Department 

Paid fire chief and new 
firehouse. / Page 23 


Expansion 

City experiences unparalleled 
growth. / Pages 3 & 13 

Building a uam 

Dam helps Solano green 
and build. / Page 4-5 

An institution 

California Medical Facility 
is completed. / Page 11 


what a time of 
I exceptional expansion. 

JL Growth of what would become 
Travis Air Force Base, the building of 
Calif ornia Medical Facility and Monti- 
cello Dam, the widening of Highway 
40 — later Interstate 80—and a 
renewed spirit following World War II 
brought about phenomenal growth in 
Vacaville, growth in residential hous¬ 


ing, schools and commerce. 

In this, the latest installment of 
the 10-month project called "Vacav¬ 
ille: The Past Century,” The Reporter 
chronicles the 1950s, from the Korean 
War to the building of a new high 
school to the social trends of the 
times. Assemble this and other chap¬ 
ters in tliis extensive collection devot¬ 
ed to Vacaville history. 
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The first mass-produced 

compact car is introduced 
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Population swells 
wit; li area expansi oils 


By Cynthia Roberts 
Special to The Reporter 

O pportunity flowed 

through Vacaville in 
the decade after 
World War II, turning 
the tiny ranching town in a 
thriving little city aching to be 
modern. 

America was ready to nest It 
was a time to settle in, get mar¬ 
ried, have a family, do business 
and make money. California was 
leading the way, and Vacaville 
was in the right place, 

“Those of us who have gone 
through the years in a ‘small 
town' atmosphere, complacent 
without activities, must now 
begin to realize that we have 
outgrown this condition. Like 
the rest of California, we are on 
the march,” concluded an edito- 
^1 in a February 1952 issue of 
.ie Reporter. 

Highway 40 was bringing a 
more mobile population west to 
the Bay Area, spawning motels, 
restaurants and drive-ins 
through Vacaville and exposing 
the little fruit town to home 
seekers. 

The growth spigot was turned 
on big by the federal govern¬ 
ment when the Fairfteld-Suisun 
Air Base was not closed after 
the war but instead expanded 
into “the world’s more powerful 
air base.” 

By January 1952, $34.7 mil¬ 
lion was being spent on 72 sepa¬ 
rate projects at the air base. 

And that was just the warm-up 
act for what 1953 through 1955 
would bring to Vacaville and 
Solano County, 

More than 10,000 people were 
working at Travis in 1952, three 
times the number of people liv¬ 
ing in Vacaville. And they all 
needed a place to nest. 

Vacaville’s orchards became 
the new neighborhoods, which 
were built at an unheard-of rate 
of as many as 200 units a year. 

Ixjcal builder James Caughy 
built neighborhoods on Cherry 
Street, Luzena Avenue and 
beyond. The Stanley Davis Co. 
of Hayward bought Ed Uhl's 
orchards and built homes 
around the newly constructed 
s gh school 

.4 E.B. Standi sh Co. of Los 
Gatos entered the Vacaville 
housing market after purchas¬ 
ing 32 acres from Emma Neil, 


whose land was just west of 
Uhl's ranch. And Vacaville 
builders ‘Alamos and Albacete 
started on Azalea Street and 
Sout I 1 Orchard Avenue. Lover's 
Lane was no longer the end of 
town. 

“The biggest buildingyear in 
history” was declared in 1951, 
1952,1953,1954 and again in 
1955 as houses starting at $9,000 
quickly were bought up. 

By October 1955, Vacaville 
still saw no signs of the growth 
boom letting up as in other 
areas of the state, noted The 
Reporter. 

Although Vacaville made 
economic strides in the late 
1940s, it was still a small town in 
1950 of only 3,159 people. 

Over the next five years, the 
population grew to 5,650, the 
official count in February 1955, 
The City Council knew the town 
was larger and wanted its much- 
needed share of state revenues 
based on population. 

The city paid for a special 
federal census. And the city was 
right. Vacaville’s population 
was revised to 7,353 in May 1956. 

A Stanford University study 
in 1950 projected Vacaville’s 
population at 5,000 by the end of 
the decade. Locals considered 
that too low, noted the newspa¬ 
per, considering the const ac¬ 
tion of the new prison hospital, 
the MonticeLlo Dam and expan¬ 
sion of the airbase. 

Did they guess the 1960 popu¬ 
lation would top 10,000? 

After a decade such as the 
1950s, anything was possible. 

Just imagine a school system 
filling up so fast that from 1948 
to 1953 it was completely 
replaced with new facilities — 
one new high school and three 
new elementary schools with a 
fourth under construction. 

The elementary schools oper¬ 
ated on double sessions for 
eight years until facilities 
caught up in 1956, 

And when city leaders start¬ 
ed to be concerned that the 
water supply was getting a little 
overtapped, along came Monti- 
cello Dam. 

Despite the wrangling that 
went on in Washington over its 
federal funding and fights over 
who would get the water, by the 
late 1950s dam water was flow¬ 
ing into Solano County. Vaca- 
(See Growth, Page 8) 



Vacaville Musa urn 

This 1953 aerial photo of Vacaville’s Main Street provides only a hint of the growth the city would experience in this and coming decades. 


Growt 1 and city infrastructure 

By Mike Adamick/Staff Writer 


F ueled by state and federal projects, a 
housing and population explosion in 
Vacaville in the 1950s forced the 
city’s hand into bolstering infrastruc¬ 
ture. 

The decade ushered in a city population 
at 3,159 600 and left Vacaville reeling with 
an estimated 11,000 by the time the sun set 
on Dec. 31,1959. 

The city’s infrastructure doubled on top 
of itself, desperately trying to quel 1 the 
demands of a population that quadrupled. 
The water storage facility on Elmira itoad 
was boosted well beyond 1 million gallons. 
The work force at the Fairfield-Suisun Air 
Force Base went from 11,000 in the early 
1950s to nearly 20,000 people as the decade 
faded into the 1960s at the base renamed 
Travis Air Force Base. 

The 11,000 people working at the base 
had an estimated payroll of $2.5 million to 


spend, and Vacaville was more than willing 
to let the workers empty their pockets in the 
city. The “new Travis Road” between Vaca¬ 
ville and the Air Force base was built to 
facilitate just that. 

In 1953, the city boasted that its city limits 
alone, between Vallejo and Sacramento, 
rested on the “superhighway” known as 
Highway 40. Local merchants capitalized on 
the highway phenomenon, feverishly trying 
to lure shoppers into the city. 

They came. And they stayed. 

“The city limits were extended in every 
direction to allow new subdivisions to move 
in," according to a Jan. 2,1953, article in The 
Reporter. It was the best of times for devel¬ 
opers. More than $2.75 million in building 
permits were issued by the city in 1953. In 
1959, that number rose to $3.5 million. 

This had a tremendous influence on the 
services the city could provide. Taxes rose. 
Water rales soared. School construction 
flourished. 


In the early 1950s, schools popped up 
throughout the city, which extended itself 
toward the highway and toward Orchard 
Avenue. Millions were spent on school con¬ 
struction throughout the decade, including 
the new high school and several elementary’ 
and middle school additions. 

The demand for schools was so great — 
district population went from about 900 in 
1950 to more than 3,000 by 1959 — that when 
Willis Jepson Middle School was under con¬ 
struction, building additions were called 
for, essentially expanding the school before 
anyone used it. By the end o! the decade, 
Vacaville High School had a staff of 52 
teachers. 

Growth rarely slowed in the city 1 in the 
1950s. The city’s budget went from about 
$573,000 for the 1957-58 fiscal year to 
$930,150 for fiscal year 1958-59, largely 
because of increased water, sewer and 
rental fees as well as sales tax. 


Facing issues, foreign and domestic 


Vacai is greet cot nmui 1 1st t \, growrl 



By Sally Miller Wyatt 

Special to The Reporter 

ostwar prosperity and sock hops, drive-in movies 
and polio vaccines — all images of the 1950s — 
were as much a part of the threads of social fabric 
_ for Vacaville as for the rest of file nation 
Although Vacaville numbered just 3,159 residents in 
1950, national issues, events and trends still touched the 
community. 

The fear of communism and the threat of atomic attack 
>vas pervasive throughout tile entire decade, and real- 
lints' concerns were real enough to keep a local Civil 
Defense chapter busy organizing drills and holding infor- 
naltonal meetings. 

In December 1950, an article in The 
Reporter noted that a fresh supply of 
pamphlets offering survival lips in the 
event of an atomic bomb attack were 
available at the library. Atomic experts 
were regular speakers at Chamber of 
ommerce meetings, and they were drawn from Travis 
11 Force Base where, as The Reporter noted in Novem 
r 1950, atomic warfare research was being studied. 

' Residents were urged by the mayor to sign oaths of loy- 
ty in fact, city employees were required to sign such an 
ith in the fall of 1950. The oath promised that teachers, 
dice nil leers, firefighters and those working with water 
id irrigation had "not now or in the past five years been 
member of an organization to overthrow the govern- 
mt ol the United Slates or California.’ 

In March 1953, The Reporter noted that atomic bombs 
4(V tested in Nevada, and the Saturday Club in 
;„vh 1054 hosted a Speaker who told the group that 


Trends 

- a it i>f the 

limes 


peace was being threatened by “the winds 
of communism." Air raid sirens still were 
being tested in October 1955, and Vacaville 
participated in a nationwide defense alert 
in July 1056. The practice was designed to 
help “prepare for atomic attack... to calcu¬ 
late the local effects of blast heat and radia¬ 
tion fallout if a bomb were dropped on San 
Francisco." 

By the end of the decade, perhaps the feat 
was easing enough for some humor to appear, 
when The Reporter ran a December 1051) photo 
headlined "Air Reid." Instead of bombs and 
mushroom clouds, the picture il lust rated n hoi 
less London pedestrian, nearly completely COV 
cred by pigeons. 
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The threat of polio also was very real for Vaeiii- 
vRIe and residents of Solano County. Throughout 
the decode, members of the Infantile Paralysis 
Association and the March of Dimes raised funds to 
help treat polio victims, and regular articles kept 
readers apprised of the n umber of cases reported 

each year, 

The March of Dimes ran regular fund-raising dri 
ves, and the 1052 area campaign was dedicated to helping 
area youngsters, including Vacaville’s Glenn Miller, who 
had been afflicted. In Solano County in 1954, as many as 
33 people contracted the disease, but Vacaville fortunate¬ 
ly did not report its first case that year until August By 
1956, residents eagerly were awaiting polio vaccines. 

The first injections were offered to grade school stu¬ 
dents in January 1956 and again in March 1957. Mass 
(See Treads, Page 8) 



Among the social Issues 
facing Vacans In the 1950s 
was the threat — real or 
perceived — of an atomic 
bomb attack. The state 
Office of Civil Defense 
provided lessons for 
schoolchildren (left) 
and adults alike. 
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VuMvillo: 

Glance 

BACK 


1950 


■ "u wiiiiiv aucccNirm Crnimmlai 

fiwta u OOl#br»t*d. A Inter Incuma- 

n 0 th® festival becomes the 
*iiiftuol l Days In 19t>0 

■ A H .’'1 tuxiihcr Carrying an atomic 
bomb crashes at Fairfield Sulsun Air 

RH ® ® nd b 1 ' 8 19 people * Including 
On*. Gen, Robert F. Travis. The 

K>se s name Is changed to Travis Air 
orLC Base later In the year. 


1951 


H The Japanese Temple, the Iasi 
n*mimnl of (ho oncn thriving 

Dfv.. ' (immunity in Vacaville, is 

burned to the ground, killing one. 

■ i iirfiwuy 40 is expanded to four 
lanes from tha Cerqulnez Bridge to 
Sacramento, 

■ Vaca Valley Acres Is annexed to 
the city of Vacaville, boosting tho 
city's population by about 18 percent 
to about 3,700 people. 


■ I he I lut 1 rnn'\ nrlf'lnal hliir.fc w>i 
nut hmr dins und K nil Mown, 

I* ih r » * ri l if ml opens 


952 



■ Tho new Vacaville High School 
building Is completed, 

■ Building permits go over tho $2 
million mark os Vacaville experience; 
Its biggest building boom In history. 


1953 

■ Coffttructlon Wf& n ' * 

Monticello Darn* 

1954 

iir.* !rw r,i> ^ ,:r ‘ u ■ • 

■ Vocavdl* • Robert H. 

... <M1 ndrn,nr. •«<"■ 

Moyer, is 0PP° n 




Vacas you i b 

many 


seen ti l 


facets of life 


B> Sail) Wyatt 
Special to The Reporter 


T he Reporter in the 1950s 
regularly kept its read¬ 
ers abreast of youth 
activities, frequently 
reporting on Boy and Girl Scouts 
club news, as well as annually 
listing Dixon May Fair winners. 

Area youngsters also took part 
in popular annual Easter egg 
bunts when, in 1950, more than 
700 turned oul Just three years 
later, in a reflection of how fast 
the town was growl ng, the num¬ 
ber of egg hunters had grown to 
1,500. 

Older children and their par¬ 
ents welcomed a new drive-in 
theater to the area, which 
opened for business in the spring 
ofl950. The theater was located 
in Fairfield at the intersection of 
“old Highway 40 and new High¬ 
way 40.“ Movies of the day includ¬ 
ed a “double horror show,' fea¬ 
turing "The Invisible Man" and 
"The Black Cat" 

Educators braced for a “large 
increase of new students" late in 
the summer 1951, a theme that 
would be repeated throughout 
the decade. In September 1954, a 
banner headline announced that 
1.900 students enrolled, 400 of 
them at the high school. 

Regular readers of “Vaca Hi- 
Notes, a column written by June 
Dietz, learned that students were 
attending rallies and buying hot 
dogs at lunch time from the Block 
V club, that the girl’s first period 
and second period physical edu¬ 
cation classes had challenged 
each other to a contest and the 
school welcomed a new student 
from Reading, Pa. 

When not at school, some chil¬ 
dren chose to play sports, and 
Little League was a popular 
choice. In May 1954, a story 


announced i hat 122 boys showed 
up for Little League tryouts, a 
record turnout Only four teams 
of 15 boys each would be formed, 
and the managers were John 
Arlington, Mack Zapo, John Bera 
and Sundy Moreno. 

A minority of youngsters 
caused trouble, much to the dis¬ 
may of parents and police offi¬ 
cers, who reported in 1956 that 
the crime rate in Solano and 
taken a “decided turn for the 
worse.” 

Vacaville Police Chief Elmer 
King noted in May of 1956 that 
some youngsters were causing a 
lot of property damage, including 
scratching auto paint slashing 
tires, draining water from radia¬ 
tors, driving around on lawns and 
putting sugar in gas tanks. By 
October 1957, another w ave of 
juvenile crime — started by a 
group of from 12 to 20 youngsters 
— was hitting Vacaville, and The 
Reporter said, "in most cases 
parents appeared to be genuine¬ 
ly dumbfounded to hear of their 
children’s conduct" 

Young brides in 1951 w r ere 
advised to “design your home 
with the hubby's needs first... 

Let the old boy put his feet on the 
furniture if he wants to.” When 
couples did have ch; Idren, it was 
the husbands who received cred 
it on the front-page birth 
announcements, such as this one 
from 1952: “Wilken — to the wife 
of Roy Chris Wilken, a son, 

August 15.” 

Later that year, an editorial 
reminded women how much they 
were saving their husbands by 
doing housework themselves, 
instead ofhiring domestic help at 
an average of $12 a day. The 
“wi fely wage " of only $7 per day 
represented a “savings to your 
husband.” 


No place for horror, sex 
in comics for children 


T he congressional inves¬ 
tigation of comic books 
which flood the maga¬ 
zine stands has pointed 
up the fact that they are, to a 
great extent anything but 
comic. Often their principal 
ingredients are violence, horror, 
sex and sadism along with 
advertisements for such items 
as dueling swords, pistols, r ifles 
and knives. 

Now, just how much damage 
these alleged comic books do to 
the young readers toward whom 
they are slanted, can be debated 
endlessly. Publishers of the 
books contend that they “don't 
do a bit of harm On the other 
hand, one of New York’s leading 
psychiatrists who has studied 
the problem declares they are 
an important contributing fac¬ 


tor” to juvenile delinquency. 

The congressional committee 
has made it clear that it is not 
aiming to create a bluenose cen 
sorship of the comics. But con¬ 
trol of some kind over the 
extremely violent and debased 
type of publication, even though 
technically within the law, is 
certainly called for. If parents 
will pay closer attention to the 
“comic” books their children 
are reading the public demand 
for a genuine cleanup in that 
field will be strong enough to 
bring results. 

There is a wide range of 
humor and adventure to be 
depicted in the comics without 
descending into the realm of 
horror and dirt. 

Editorial, The Reporter 

May 7,1954 





Audrey, Rcenie 


i md All Your Flower 
Seeds At 




Florist & Gift Shop 


amity i rrlrd 


Rosemary 

Yl s tht > hop became known around 
Vaemriitt* family and friends wen 
hired to help out with the expand¬ 
ing business With the upcoming 
holidays (Thanksgiving & 
Christmas) many preparations 
u\ re needed to get ready for one 
of the busiest times of the war. 

218 M-im Street • 448-4222 
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Vacavillte Museum photos 

his aerial photo shows the farming community of Monticello not long before Putah Creek was btocked by the Monticello Dam. 

Monti cello Dam helps Solano blossom 


By Don Harness 
Staff Writer 

W MjjMdjiHHater made Solano 

County blossom and 
grow. It still does. 

But water for irriga 
tion and industry would have 
remained only a pipe dream were 
it not for area visionaries. They 
worked through the 1940s and into 
the 1950s to gain federal support 
for construction of Monticello Dam 
and lived to see Lake Berryessa 
rise behind it 

What started with a handful of 
supporters and evolved into the 
formation in 1940 of the Solano 
Water Council, with the sole goal of 
bringing about a dam, eventually 
led to a ground-breaking ceremony 
on Sept. 25,1953, at the Devil's Gate 
area on Putali Creek west of Win¬ 
ters. 

Gov. Earl Warren and state Sen. 
Luther Gibson hopped onto a bull¬ 
dozer for photographs and the con¬ 
struction roared to life. 

But it was dedicated local peo¬ 
ple who saw the project through to 
completion of the dam, which was 
recognized on Nov. 7,1957. 

The same date saluted the newly 
constructed Putah South Canal and 
the Diversion Dam six miles below 
Monticello Dam. 

The first water delivered for 
agricultural use flowed into the 
Vaughn Canal toward Dixon on 



May 15,1959. 

Solano County agn iculture has 
never been the same. It has flour¬ 
ished. 

A front-page Reporter account 
of the canai on that May date pro¬ 
claimed the “need for much rcjoic 

mg.” 

The Vaughn Canal intersected 
the main Putah South Canal about 
eight miles north of Vacaville and 
had an official “gate opening the 
same day. 


Scheduled to be present were 
board members of the Solano irri¬ 
gation District, an agency separate 
from the Solano Water Council and 
charged with managing and main¬ 
taining the dam and canals SID 
President Morris Dally, and board 
members Olin Timm, Charles 
Eldredge, Severt Swanson and 
Kenneth Finch, along with SID 
Manager James Wiggins, were 
expected to be on hand. 

I See Water, Page 51 


This image from 
downtown 
Monticello does 
not dispute the 
community's 
quiet, idyllic 
reputation. 


1950s Hair color became popular and respectable for 

the first time, Helene 1 urhi developed CotorEssence, a * j implete line 
of salon hair color products. To hold a lady's permanent waved, 
colored and professionally styled hair in place between weekly salon 
visits, Helene Curtis inirodut fld Spray Net aerosol hair spray— 1 which 
soon became the generic term tor all 
hair sprays. The Helene Curtis Ten 
Best Coiffured Women Awards wt^re 
launched to salute tr^nd setters and 
their hair stylists. 

G. Norman Hair 

St * 



449-3837 
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* M ir it net Furlong Colltctiblo 

* Mary Engelbr ikicsi Decorations 

When the Wicked 
Witch of the West 
wants the very best 
she flics on her 
hroom to 
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* * * 


Yellow Brick Road 
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l, ' l,v flnd P^vsteifly III (nmatfl, open#, 

— Now Alemo School opens. 

" ' l1<?Htro > s Volley Oich.ihts fruit pro 
wsttng plant. 

Tho Nut Tror Airstrip opens. 


1956 


5 


■ 1t»«- polio vni tlnu Knud, nvnll.ihM t(1 

V.k .mh More then 380 local sohool < hlldran 

receive their first Inoculations ol the Salk vac 
cine 

■ Mom lock School opens. 

■ Tire Chief Warren Hughes Is 
placet! on lull time status as 
Vacaville's lirst paid fire chief. 



1957 

■ Monllcello D.un K cornplelerj. 

1958 

■ Vacaville's 'Westorn Resta Days" colobra 
110,1 becomes an annual tradition, 

■ the now fire station on Dobbins Street 
opens. 
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1959 


H Monticollo Dnrn wv j t c r flows out lo 
Solano County fields, 
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Water 


t&mlinucd from Page 4) 

Some 5.000 acres in the Dixon 
I were the first lands to 

r -<feive water from the Solano 
Project, part of the overall 
j endeavor resulling the dam. 

A construction contract for 
the 15-mile-long Wcyand Canal 
followed in.Iune 1959. 

Wh j le Uie i n i ti a I Solano Pro¬ 
ject was authorized for construe 
lion purposes by the secretary of 
the Interior Department and 
endorsed by President Harry 
Truman in November 1948, 
rough battles stilt had to be won. 

Among key players in gaining 
federal approval of the dam pro 
ject was rancher and Solano 
Water Council representative Ed 
Uhi. 

He testified 17 times between 
1948 and 1956, including at hear¬ 
ings in Washington, D C., and five 
Sacramento hearings. 

In the May 15,1959. edition of 
The Reporter. Uhl was quoted on 
why he was willing to sustain his 
own financial losses in advocat¬ 
ing the dam project despite the 
fact he never profited. 

He compared it to the reason 
why a person puts on a military 
uniform. 

“(A man knows) he is offering 
his life and certainly financial 
loss, but he still goes and fights 
hard and earnestly. 

"I guess it's because a man 
has to fight for the things in 
which he believes, fight with all 
his physical fiber, and I believed 
N the Monticello Dam and the 
_>osperity it would return to my 
county.” 

One of the most crucial hear¬ 
ings Uhl faced was before a U S. 
Senate committee in 1950 regard¬ 
ing preplanning costs. Opposing 
were a few locals and mostly 
Napa interests claiming the Mon¬ 
ticello Dam would not be needed 
nor feasible. 

But Uhl s determination and 
the support of U.S. Sea William 
Knowland. gained a $100,000 in 
funds to keep the project alive. 

Then, in 1951, Congress ear¬ 
marked $321,000 for advance 
planning prior to construclioa 
The work continued to roll 
along with a S3 million appropri¬ 
ation in 1953. 

Dam completion costs 
amounted to §33,667,000. And 
later, with completion of 1 lie 30- 
mil e-long Putah South Canal and 
Diversion Dam part of the Solano 
Water Project, total costs 
amounted to $38 million. 

In December 1955, flood 
waters spewed over the uncom¬ 
pleted dam — which itself would 


Scaffolding cuts across Putah Creek (left) during 
early phases of construction on Monticello 0am. 
A sign at the construction site (above) gives a 
rundown on the dam. 


f.'dWUm pfiotD; 



Workmen climb over the work site at the construction of the Monticello Dam on Putah Creek. Work on the dam in the 50s helped area row crops blossom. 


Monticello Dam 
today (right) 
forms Lake 
Berryessa, as 
much a recre¬ 
ation venue as it 
is necessary for 
area agriculture. 


Reporter 
file photo 


become a factor in flood control 
as well as water storage and 
related benefits from recreation 
to irrigation and drinking water. 

The Solano Irrigation District, 
formed in 1948 and eventually 
responsible for an extensive 
canal system for irrigation and 
certain municipal drinking 
water, took over operation of the 
dam from the Bureau of Recla¬ 
mation in March of 1981. 



Solano row crops blossom 
awash with water from dam 


The district celebrated its 
50th anniversary' in 1998. 

The lake waters of the Berryessa 
Valley cover minimal remains of 
what had been the idyllic fanning 
settlement of Monticello. 

Monticello was founded by a 
man with the colorful name of 
Ezra Peacock in 1867. When the 
time arrived in 1956 for the town 
to be evacuated and dismantled, 
there were 250 residents. 


By Cynthia Roberts/Special to l he Reporter 

I n the midst of Vacaville’s frenzied city 
growth, agriculture remained an important 
industry in the local economy. 

A new source of water gave the food grow¬ 
ing business a new direction in the 1950s. The 
Monticello Dam opened up fertile fields to row 
crop development 

Sugar beets led the top crop production 
report ofl954" Sugar beets in northern Solano 
had now become an important crop in one of the 
greatest sugar beet producing regions in the 
world," noted The Reporter on Jan. 22,1954 
Two years before, Spree kies Sugar opened a 
new processing place in Woodland that would 
serve the growing fields northeast of Vacaville, 
including Dixon. 

Truck crops such as tomatoes started to 
expand in the late 1950s to become another 


major crop for the county. 

Orchard crops, especially prunes and nuts 
such as almonds and walnuts, continued to pro¬ 
duce but never reached the great tonnage 
amounts they enjoyed at the tu m of the century, 
Prunes, apricots, pears and peaches ranked 
high in the list of top crops for 1953, just behind 
beef, sheep and sugar beets. 

The Pacific Fruit Exchange, the one major 
packinghouse left in Vacaville, reported 1955 to 
be the poorest season in 60 years. Only 38 freight 
cars took fruit to eastern markets, compared to 
1,800 boxcars during the golden years. However, 
ranchers in the 1950s were able to truck their 
fresh crop to markets in the Bay Area. 

Although agricultural production fluctuated 
in the 1950s, it still remained a large industry' for 
Solano, with a total value of about $30 million 
annually during the middle of the decade. 




Do You Remember??? 
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\ 

\ 



1950s - Chickens begin to be sold as "parts " but account for only 5 percent ol 
the market. 

1954 - Swanson introduces first frozen TV dinner 

1955 - Ray Kroc franchises McDonald’s 

- Tappans home-size microwave oven goes on sale. 

1957 - Saccharin, previously available only as tablets, Is pulverized, pul in individual 
portions m bright pink packets and rechrlstened Sweet "n Low 

1959 - Reuben Mattus introduces a dense, super rich ice cream and gives it a made-up 
Scandinavian name - Haagen-Dazs. 
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Travelling back throaqh time: 1950-1959 
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The 50s brought prosperity to Vacaville, the downtown and to Joe’s Barber 
Shop on Main St. joe the Barber, had been on Main St. for over a decade. His 
business was more than he could handle and he needed help. In 1954, after the 
birth of hi* second child, Joe Jr. finally came to work for his dad hill rime. He 
brought with him a new fresh perspective to the # shop* Together with the help 
of several barbers over the years, they made their mark in Vacaville, with quat 
ity work and good service, Joe jr t fir right inro his fathers shop and within a few 
years w.ls looking to take over where his father had left off. The focus was on 
service, and giving the client what he wanted, something that was always 
important to Joe the barber* A new look was in store for the shop and soon a 


new owner. 
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Barber Joe's 

l 'acaville‘s Oldest Family Hair Salim 
Fail stavict: for men, women & cbthhvn 




i i i Main St. • Downtown Vacaville * 707 --i-i8*6708 
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Expansive results ♦♦♦ 


from Cover) 

,1,,-. In in t' I it* eareftil wlinl 
you wi si i for. 

Growth, expansion, economic 
stability A three headed wraith 
as elusive as n mythical Stusunc 
uind suddenly came lace lu face 
J w jth Vacaville, and it's been in 
! • ourfoce ever since. 

! The '5CJs may not have been 

the most dynamic decade in 
Vacaville's history, but it came 
pretty close The effect of a new, 
puzzling identity was a tripling in 
Uie population, from a little more 
than 3 , 000 souls at the beginning 
of the decade lo more than 10.000 
by its close. The cause was ail ■ 
over the board. The postwar 
years themselves provided 
enough positive inertia to swell 
- almost any community's ranks. 

Hut in Vacaville and northern 
Solano County there was dead 
edly. and uniquely, more. 

I jke Benyessa — more 
specifically water—would forev 
er change the landscape and the 
playing field. Finally planned in 
the '40s. Monticello Dam was 
capped off and water began 
backing up and over what was 
left of the little valley hamlet 
that begrudgingly gave it its 
name. If Monticello Dam were 
Mount Rushmore, Ed Uhl's face 
would be carved in its concrete. 

The local rancher And protago¬ 
nist whipped the dream like no 
other. Supported by business¬ 
men like Monte Gales. Frank 
Gonzales, Max Brazelton, Henry 
Rogers, BujI Wykoif, Frank J, 
Douglass and John Rico, Uhl 
appea red at dozens of U S Sen 
ate hearings in Washington. D.C , 
to hammer his message home 
Monticello Dam would provide 
flood control, and its water 
would triple agricultural produc 
lion in Solano County. 

A Senate committee was sold, 
but protests about high water 
rales at home almost tubed the 
entire project A compromise 


was reached: The original height 
of the dam was scaled down so as 
to make event rod water rates 
affordable; the reservoir would 
thus hold I d million Acre-feet of 
water instead of the originally 
planned 22 million a ere-fee L 
'Die dam was funded in 1053 and 
completed in 1957. 

From almost out of nowhere 
came a plan lo build a state 
prison hospital in the southeast 
reaches of Vacaville. Not surpris¬ 
ingly, public hearings over the 
construction of a state prison — 
albeit a medical facility — 
brought out the townspeople. 

Who wouldn't be concerned? But 
their questions were answered 
and, convinced or not, they saw 
Uie California Medical Facility 
open in 1955. Creating jobs for 
hundreds, CMF, as it was known 
for years, also became home to 
several notorious personalities— 
Sirhan Sirhan, Juan Corona and 
Charles Maiison, to name a few. 

lake the comm uni ties around 
it postwar Travis grew in geog¬ 
raphy and strategic importance. 
There was Korea, and there was 
the Cold War. The base's new 
name was born of tragedy: The 
Fairfleld-Suisun Army Air Base 
was renamed alter Brig. Gen. 
Robert Travis died in a crash of 
a B 29 bomber off the end of the 
base runway in 1951 Through¬ 
out the years of global conflict 
and local support, Travis 
became as much a part of the 
local landscape as any of its 
other institutions. Life without 
the Travis presence was diffi¬ 
cult to imagine then; the thought 
prevails even near the end of 
the century. 

locally, the Nut Tree’s origi¬ 
nal black walnut tree — the one 
that legend says was planted by 
Sadie Fox after her overland trip 
from Missouri — came down. 
Asphalt spread, and pollution 
'killed it. But at the same time, a 
new element at the roadside stop 



1950-1959 



Members of Vacaville’s Volunteer Fire Department, shown in this 1949 
photo, In the coming years would define what the department would 
become today. With volunteer labor and, in some cases, donated materi¬ 
als, the firefighters built the city’s first fire station. They are In the back 


row I. to r.: Rusty Darling, William 

was born Nut Tree partner 
Edwin Power Jr, inaugurated a 
private airstrip behind the 
restaurant, built specifically to 
serve fly-in guests. Through a few 
minor incarnations over the 
years, the Nut Tree Airport 
would become the county-owned 
facility of the 1990s, 

The aging Vacaville High 
School in the heart of what is 
now Andrews Park was tom 
down, and its adjacent gymnasi¬ 
um burned down in the ’50s. An 
entirely new school plant was 
bullion Monte Vista Avenue, 
and the old school site became a 
city park. 

indefatigable firefighters 


Sharpe, Louts Mohr, Sal Bloise, George 

rolled up their sleeves down¬ 
town to build a modem fire sta¬ 
tion that would serve the heart 
of the community for more than 
30 years. Under the guidance of 
Fire Chief Warren Hughes and 
backed by volunteers and donat¬ 
ed materials, the station was fin 
ished in 1958. Volunteers decid¬ 
ed lo do the work because initial 
bids came in at $64,500 and "the 
city just didn’t have that kind of 
money," The firefighters and 
their helpers pulled it off for 
just under $50,000 

At the helm of this fast-sailing 
ship was A1 Porter, mayor for 
eight years and a councilman for 
12. He could relate to the bid of 


aplener, John Pellegrini and Leonard Brawley. Center row, I. to r.: Wh«t 
tevenson, John Rico, Lou Roulund, Harry Strauman Waiter Kashuba,Cy 
laloney and Frank Fadley. Front row, I. to r.: Frank Pritchett, Fred Fjw, 


James Marshall and Joe LlbonatL 

the fire station. He recalled in an 
interview, when he became a 
councilman in 1946, Vacaville's 
population was 2,600, and the 
entire city budget was $50,000. 
Much of it came from gambling 
fees from legalized card games at 
Sam’s Club on Main Street. In 
1950 the Solano County sheriff 
suggested that the gambling be 
shut down, and the city make up 
the tax difference by putting in 
parking meters. It did. Other ’50s 
council members were Etiieal 
Gilley, Arnold Clark, Dr. Richard 
Griffin and John Moriel, 

In the '50s, long before he 
entered politics and became 
Vacaville’s longest-running 


ayor, Bill Carroll was a guitar 
lucker. His “The Em pal a 6” 
roup was familiar to the local 
rtr in timf thoueh. now-Suner 



politics, and he changed his tune. 

Fiesta Days as we know it got 
its start in 1950, on the centenni¬ 
al of Vacaville's founding. A her 
itage theme was chosen, and the 
idea went from there. The Fies¬ 
ta is uniquely Vacaville, but it’s 
even more than that. Vacaville 
has gone through decades of 
transformation, from a town to a 
city. Fiesta Days are a comfort¬ 
ing assurance — although a very 
small one — that there still are 
some things that never change. 
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it^ummer’s end approaching and a new century awaiting us, we’re 
ded of many things,,, the holidays, football games and family gather- 
ings. The year ahead will be unusual too say the least,..CENTURY 2000! 
How exciting! 100 years of change, mystery and adventure heralding the 
advent of renewal lor all human kind. 




e apnhock’s are poised to leap into the next century with spectacular 
nypty designs trum our La-:-Boy and Kincaid furniture collection. Always 
with an eye on the future, La- 2 -Boy and Kincaid have produced a line of 
line quality furnishings for Shock's to enhance the lives of all their valued 
customers. We recently visited The International Gift Show in San Francisco 
to purchase a unique line ol gilts reflecting our world's diverse cultures for 
the holidays and for all year ‘round. We’re so proud to introduce for the first 
time, a gift department that clearly represents our world's global vision for 
peace and hope in the new Millennium, and it's opening in November of 


hoik s has gone one step further. We’ve also purchased a stunning 
llection of antique accent pieces to complement our customers existing 
furniture. Our antique collectibles will lend a special warmth to that fact 

sofa or bedroom set. Whichever piece you select will become a treasured 
heirloom for future generations to enjoy. 


i 


i 







l 




r company and our staff take pride in the wide selection of line 
ock's now has available to its community. Stop by Sh<nVs tod.iv 
professional staff of home decorators will introduce you to., *ho| c _aj 

of furniture, antiques and fine collectibles for vour familv t.>», 1 kl 

1 , ” ur um "' mm mi *• 

into the next century! 
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Acupuncture 
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A natural, effective waj 
P ; iin and health problems 
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LAM'S 

ACUPUNCTURE* 
. CLINIC 


V* 



peopli 


just temporary 0 nd it if!? e ''V ollelp *«" release die pa' 

o™ tl is not a solution to resolve die cause a 



cause of their pain or problems 


problem: 


is committed to 
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Many people try 

amazed at the resub^Vd^™ ° ^"^' nese M «>dicine treatment, as theif last choice to get well and are 
do work. There has bir r- nT, m ° re an more wes,em doctors and scientists agree thot the treatments 
cine in tneatinq monv medtr av * Qreness of ihe usefulness of acupuncture and Chinese medi- 

pain, arthritis Ss^l 00 . 4 F ° r heodaches, allergies, work or auto injury, 

weight control, drug and ala^UddVf 0 ?* Km ' strolte [ esiduo,s - depression, insomnia, 

many other ailrZh !? h Mcflon ‘ dysfunction and GYN problems, etc. There ore 

of people quit smoking witbTo^wS'' M ° reover ' Dr Loms °™puncture clinic has helped thousands 
dinicaFexperience ^ success rate in just I -4 treatments This is based on 20 yeors 

Acupuncture \ £tiL m ^' ca ^ re P ort on JAMA states: "In the hands ol competent physicians 

and ditrvk< kl free from discomfort or side effects..." The medical equipment is sterilized 

and disposable, to prevent mfection 

Workman s Compensation Ins., Auto Insurance, Union Heolth Welfare Funds ond many health insur- 

ance pay tor acupuncture treatment. Or. Lam's office will provide the necessary assistance for you to 
obtain the reimbufSBfnenh 

if you suffer from the pain and unhappy health distress, please call Dr Lam's acupuncture office for an 
appomlment for a free examination and free consultation. 

Lam’s Acupuncture & Herbal Clinic 

343 Travis Blvd., Fairfield • (707) 425-4867 
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Trust Is a Wise Investment. 

In 1865 Abraham Lincoln entrusted his dose friend, 

Albert Gallatin Edwards, with the office of Assistant 
Secretary of the U S Treasury Albert returned this trust by 
managing th country’s money through five presidential administrations, 
finally stepping down in 1887 to found the firm that bears his name 

Today, A.G. Edwards'reputation stands upon a solid foundation of trusted 
advice and exceptional service, )ust as it did dunng Albert Gallatin Edwards' 
life, These are the themes that help bind the relationships we’ve built with 
our nearly 2 million clients across the nation. Our dedication to trusted 
advice and exceptional service has served our clients well for more than 
1 lb years and will continue to serve them into the coming century. 


Trash'd Adrift* • Excfptinnfl/ $ra>icf 


Edwards 

INVESTMENTS SINCE I8S7 

2420 Martin Road, Suite 350 
Fairfield, CA 94533 

707 * 428-6101 

www.agedvvards.com 


A Icmhrr STPC • 1998 AG. Edwards & Sons, fnc 
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FOREVER!! 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! 

WE SELL THE LARGEST MATTRESS COMPANIES 

IN THE WHOLE WORLD. 


Sinilll'MlS 


.eautyrcst 

(iACKCAHE 


.Spring, 
^ Air 
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pObTURl rEOlC 


A CHS U P PO « T f N 


HA 


BKSf APFOROAOkl, 
COMFOHTAth t 
TTfimif l** CALIFORNIA 


COMFORT CARE 


The MATTRESS OUTL ET - SUPERSTORE 


Sleep like en angel tortile! 


Vacaville • 


707-446 


r rdNTER • 601 ORANGE ORIVE 

ac°bo A ss°fb5m Ialaxv s .not to sor» OALLERY) 


_ OLD 

A f«'°Nee 

service 

and 

prices 




We’ve come a long 
way.. .BABY!!! 



We’ve grown up. 

We’ve grown wiser. 


We’ve grown to care! 


We thank our loyal customers for letting 
us serve you through the decades. 



MatsIuv 


Cindy 


Jajv 


MitkeiU. 



f 


110 All .ISON CT. • VACAVILLE (behind VVetids s' 448-7109 

jl \ hmrs: Mondnv-Pridav, 8:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sutmd.n S 00 •»». < Oo pm 


Financing Available O.A L ■ We New Accept l MF\ klA 1 nxlit i aid> 
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Grow di„. 

H nvilintifNcI fhMii l v ^f 3| 
x ill*' luul ,h major luicku|i voutw 
Us o\s n sot ios oi mvIU 

; bo Roportei' cvi'ivssiHt 
1 *HVn Ui.iI i ho Mom itvilli Dam 
«ouM (Min .it; u ulturv would 
Hourish tt did, especially 

th«* RWCTQ|kS like tomatoes and 
sti^ar beets Nevertheless a.cri 
ouhiire new had to compote 

v'itli now families, .growing 

neighborhoods and budding 
industrial development 
1 1 it wasn't the construction 
demand keeping contractors 
t>usy, the new employees taking 
up the jobs created by the new 
prison hospital new schools 
and air base spurred more 
demands for goods and services. 

Soon, small businesses look 
root m greater numbers while 
existing, family-owned firms 
expanded In 1956 Dunn & 
Bradstreei reported city busi 
ness development jumped 91 
percent in 10years Manufaetur 
ing wholesale, retail and some 
service businesses grew from 58 
in 1948 to 111 in 1956 The figure 
did not include most profession¬ 
al services. 

The business scene shifted 
from Main Street to Merchant 
Street, where new buildings 
pushed out houses and zoning 
direction was needed front the 
city to make Merchant more 
commercial. 

Bank of America opened a 
new branch office. Pacific 
I lard ware made its debut, and 
the most modem of supermar¬ 
kets. Vacaville Grocery , opened 
what was then the largest, full 
service market 

The Chamber of Commerce 
started urging business owners 
to clean up their store fronts and 
remodel to look more modem 
In 1950. old was out and new 
was the future. The chamber's 
merchant committee was tack¬ 
ling the need for off-street park 
mg. preserving the central busi¬ 
ness district by creating "attrac¬ 
tive, superior merchandising 
techniques and good traffic cir¬ 
culation. noted the newspaper. 



Highway 40 
(left), seen from 
Bennett Hill facing 
west, ran through 
Vacaville and 
between Sacramento 
and San Francisco. 

It later became 
Interstate 80. 

... I'* HmC oj^cI 


Trend.. 


l< imtintiiH) from r,» t 

injc'fl ions were in;vh* ;iv;itlal>b a iop hi I * f i 1 up to 
years old, and as many ;i I W* pwipW': flowed Up (0 flit 
their free shots in May 1957 


*• * * 



Polio wasn't the only health isnue to draw people & 
attention in the *503, In January 1957, The Reporter 
announced that the American Cancer Society had pub 
lished a pamphlet that studied the effect! of dtfWW 
smoking and lung cancer 

Adults also were worried about jus:t how healthy it 
was for children to read the new genre of comic book. , A 
Reporter editorial in May 1954 lamented the fact that 
comic books were hardly humorous, but in fact actually 
filled with “violence, horror, sex and sadism/’ Three 
years later the City Council was considering a ban on the 
sale of comic books to children under 18. 


• • * 


Technological advances continued to oiake head¬ 
lines. In the fall of 1950, construction began on a radio 
and television relay station on land owned by E H. Uhl 
just outside of town. In January’ 1950, il was reported 
that the telephone company was going to build a 
microwave antenna on Mount Vaca that would bring 
lour new television channels to the East Bay and Sacra¬ 
mento areas In March 1956. The Reporter proudly 
announced it would include a TV guide in its pages and 
sought reader input as to its value. 


* * * 


In October 1957, Vacaville’s population had topped 
9,000, and the need Tor a local hospital quickly was 
becoming evident — the tiny clinic on Elizabeth Street 
had long since closed. A March 1958 survey of residents 
indicated strong support for the idea, and by the fall a 
petition drive was underway Still, \ acavdle had to wait 
almost 20 more years before efforts to bring a hospital to, 
the city paid off. 

Firefighters were being kept busy in 1954, when the 
department reported it had responded to 61 calls during 
the course of the vear. 


V * * 


•A % f 





The building boom of the ’50s 
sprouted neighborhoods 
(above) where once there 
were orchards. And the fami¬ 
lies who filled the houses 
needed to school their chil¬ 
dren. lllatis Elementary 
School (left) was among the 
schools jiuilt to accommo¬ 
date them. 


As home builders were scrambling to keep up with 
the demand for houses, local furniture stores were offer¬ 
ing sofas and such to fill them At the April 1953 grand 
opening of the California Sample Furniture Co.. 349 
Merchant St. customers could purchase a seven-piece 
firing room set for S229. Travis personnel were offered a 
$100 savings on a three room outfit 

Politically, Vacaville was voting Republican in the 
earl;, part of the decade, when 66 percent of the 2.937 
registered voters voted for the GOP ticket in the Novem¬ 
ber 1954 elections. Four years later, with a 75 percent 
turnout Yacans were vot ing heavily Democrat 

In the last newspaper of the decade, on December 29. 
1959, The Reporter ran photos of the winning homes in 
the annual Christmas decorations contest 

Manx area houses had decked themselves out in 

s« - 

fights and tinsel for the contest, and the top prize of S75 
v.ent to Mr and Mrs George Duke, for their Santa’s 
Kitchen" theme. 
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A Vacaville Institution 



•*- - KQ -* 


si 

* 

;..-w *5 


j* m ^ 


t ,# ij 

- 

_L • 

*T i 


lr 

.- - . * 

> > •■’ . . . 


C.iiiJornlj FaCil 


California Gov. Goodwin J. Knight (left) and Richard A. McGee 
(center), state director of corrections, help place the prison 
cornerstone in 1955. Goodwin also spoke. 

New prison opens 
its loors, cells 
"o ai 1 1) ig ini 1 lates 


By Scan Gillespie 
Staff Writer 

T oday it’s quite logical that 
people would want spend 
the rest of their lives in 
south Vacaville. Hundreds of 
senior citizens have found it a 
quiet peaceful, relaxing place to 
retire. 

But Leisure Town didn't exist 
in the 1960s, And not all of tine 
people moving to south Vacaville 
wanted to be there 

For about 1000 people the 
decision to move here was left to 
the California Department of Cor¬ 
rection^ which placed its mental 
ly and physically ill prisoners at 
the new, stateof-the-art California 
Medical Facility, 

Envisioned as a revolution in 
penology when authorized by the 
Legislature in l&H the prison was 
built on 903 acres of what had 
been orchard land near Vacaville, 
City limits were two miles north at 
the time, so the new prison w ould 
be a centrally located for serving 
the medical needs of California’s 
male inmates. 

It also was planned to serve as 
a reception center for Northern 
Cab fomia prisoners, who would 
be shipped off to other correction¬ 
al facilities altera few months. 

The revolution in corrections 
t X CMF was to spearhead was 
noted in the speech California’s 
Gov, Goodwin Knight made after 
he placed the facility's corner¬ 
stone: 

"In this institution, these viola¬ 
tors will be treated as disordered 
personalities/ 4 Knight told “a 
Jaige crowd of the interested pub¬ 
lic/' "The old theory that punish¬ 
ment alone will reform and cure 


w ill be revised." 

Only few hundred inmates — 
Paul Johnson, 53, of Solano Coun¬ 
ty was the first for a petty theft 
conviction — trickled in when the 
institution first opened in 1965, 

By live end of the decade, \ tow- 
ever, the prison housed around 
2,000 inmates, mirroring Vaca¬ 
ville's general population growth 
during that era and making it the 
second largest prison in the state 
behind Chino’s. CMF carried a $30 
million price lag by the time it 
was completed in 1957. 

The cells, according to the 
Vacaville Reporter, featured 
beds, toilets, wash bowls, small 
deste and radio earphones. 

Charles Bair, 27, earned the 
distinction of being the first 
escapee from CMF* The auto thief 
was sentenced to prison after he 
had walked away from a Los 
Angeles County honor farm 

His CMF escape was no elabo¬ 
rate schema 

"Bair reportedly made his way 
out of the institution yard about 
£30 a itl. scaled the 12-foot and Ef¬ 
fect security fences unnoticed by 
guards and stayed in close prox¬ 
imity to the institution grounds 
that day and night, 1 ' The Reporter 
wrote. 

Prison authorities described 
the escape as a test for rethinking 
security measures. 

“During the 36-hour search, six 
cars of men were patrolling the 
areas surrounding the institution. 
Cooperation from other law' 
enforcement agencies was excel¬ 
lent according to (associate 
superintendent Harold V.) Field/' 

Bair was “frail and meek” after 
eventually being captured by a 
farmer near Fairfield 
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Reporter file photo 

The California 
Medical Facility 
(above), shown in 
this 1957 aerial 
photo, was several 
miles south of 
Vacaville when it 
was built. Since 
then, residential 
neighborhoods 
have crowded in 
on the prison and 
the newer, neigh* 
boring prison, 
California State 
Prison at Solano. 
The main corridor 
of CMF (left) is 
shown in 1956. 


California Medical 
Fatality photos 


California prisons 
face overcrowding 

C alifornia’s remarkable population growth 
has a seamy side — the growth of prison 
population along with it And the outlook is 
for a continued rise in the number of inmates 
which, on the basis of existing facilities, would 
mean that by 1965 there would be 10,000 in excess 
of the number that could be properly handled. 

Even now, Folsom prison with a capacity of 1900 
is handling 2700 and San Quentin’s 4700 inmates are 
far more than the 2774 it is supposed to house. 

In a report on this situation just issued, 

Richard A. McGee, director of the State Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections, said: “If additional facilities 
ire not provided, the excess population will have 
o be handled by crowding them into existing 
nstilutions in a manner that is dangerous to the 
;ood order of the institutions, and which is dam- 
iging to the inmates involved, and hence, both 
langerous and damaging to the public. 

“A rehabilitation program in the face of this 
nd of congestion... will be doomed to failure, 
ith one hand we would be attempting to regen- 
ke, re-educate, and treat, while on the other we 
lUld be creating conditions which will spew 
th on the public each year several thousand 
pelessiy damaged personalities instead of reha- 

itated men.” 

The prison housing problem is not one that can 
left to take care of itself. It won’t go away if we 
lore it So the sooner we face it, the better. 

Editorial, The Reporter 
Ifah A I9S5 




Above, a crew In 1954 works on the CMF dining room where thousands of 
inmates would — and still do — take their meals. Arriving inmates were greeted 
by a cot, basic furniture and little else (left). Eventually, the prison would be 
tilled to Its rated capacity and be forced to make room for even more inmates. 
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Kicking off* the 1950s 


consumers were treated! 
to a freshened look of "The Beautiful Chrysler” --I 
the brand s advertising theme since 1947. In order 
to heighten the visual presentation of the Chrysler 


pictured elegance in automotive design, it also! 
highlighted advan cements in engineering.! 
Hydraglide, the industry’s first power steering unit,] 
was introduced in 1951 and reduced steering effort! 
by 80 percent. Following on the heels ofj 
Hydraglide, were two other significant innovations! 
- air-cooled brakes, and the Hemi-head V8 engine. 

Eventually, a 300-horsepower Hemi-head] 
engine would find its way into one of the Chrysler 
brand's most notable achievements — the 1955 
Chrysler C-300. As the most powerful full-size car in 
the world, the 3(0 soon found a happy home in the 
NASCAR circuit, winning 20 out of the 40 races 
held in 55. Realizing the awesome power generat¬ 


ed by the Ilemi-powered C-300 engine, NASCAR 
officials made a decision to ban it from sanctioned 
racing. Oddly enough, this type of dubious publicity 
contributed to the popularity of the Chrysler C-300 
and led to a proliferation of similar 1 super cars" in 
1956. 

Chrysler innovations during the '50s did not 
stop with the Hemi. In 1956, Chrysler teamed up 
with CBS to offer the "Highway Hi-Fi 


>dge Wayfarer 
tit Sportster - 


a compact 

iphonograph mounted under the dashboard that 
played specially-made records. 1957 saw the intro¬ 


duction of the now famous torsion-bar front sus-|B 
pension, which provided superior handling and M 
allowed for much lower bodies. And, closing out|H 
the decade in 1958, Chrysler created a more effi-[H 
dent and dependable alternative to the carburetor >. 
with the development oi electronic fuel injection. H 


Dear Friends, 

For those of us old enot 
when things were slower, mus 
remarkable time of Buddy Holt 
polio. 


ng up In the 50’s, we remember It as a tl 
iter and hair-do's were fuller. It was the 
Crickets. drive4n movies and the end of 


Cars, for the most part were huge and had equally huge engines. It 
was a time when kids stilt foolishly had drag races on city streets and cruis¬ 
ing was a definite “In”. Tie economy, for the most part of 
f ^ the decade, was booming and urban sprawl was happen- 

C* ^ Ing everywhere. 

♦ 

It doesn't seem ail that long ago when we were 

1 JLU watching “American Graflttr in the local theater and 
WHiiHK longing for those days. Now American Grahtl is an old!, 

and! we are rapidly approaching a new century. Times are 
tW 7T*m good and we have come a long, long way. “Happy Days" 

are the days of this decade...nevertheless, It’s fun to 


Clarence Williams Jr. 
and General Manager 


fan 


Drive 


1950 Dodge Coronet 
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Prosteritv, growth come to Vacaville businesses 


Commerce takes great 

strides dt* ring the '50s 


By Cynthia Roberts 

Special to The Reporter 

W hen Walter Hansel 

came to town in 
1946. World Warn 
was behind the 

young veteran and his future as 
owner of the new Ford dealer¬ 
ship in Vacaville stretched 
ahead. 

The Ford Motor Co. celebrat¬ 
ed its 50th anniversary in 1953, 
and Hansel sold 85 cars and 
trucks in two months to win a trip 
to Hawaii. Just seven years old, 
his agency was thriving, with 22 
employees and a new branch at 
the Tram Ai r Force Base main 
gate. He had been elected to the 
City Council the year before. 

The Stockton native was like 
many of the young men of the 
day. war veterans who were still 
young and ready to seize oppor¬ 
tunity in a new frontier. 

“All will be welcomed here as 
faith in the future of the city," 
yoclaimed The Reporter in 
Jjgust 1950 in response to the 
remodeling and opening of West¬ 
ern Auto Supply, DePorta Plumb¬ 
ing and Heating, Western Ranch 
Supply and Vacaville Radiator 
Works. 

Many more had faith. While 
established businesses such as 
Vacaville Creamery and Chan¬ 
dler’s Furniture expanded, the 
young turks in town opened shop. 
Pacific Hardware was the cre¬ 
ation of 32-year-old Bob Christen¬ 
son, 29-year-otd .Arnold Clark and 
40-year-old Al Jansen. All three 
went on to invest build, sell and 
buy in and around Vacaville. 

Stith Chevrolet Co. was 
thanked in a newspaper ad by 


the dozen subcontractors who 
worked on the $40,000 renovation 
of the new showroom on Dobbins 
Street in 1952, across the alley 
from the $60,000 commercial and 
medical office building devel¬ 
oped by Nick Ditto. 

Toby’s House of Fashion took 
the Main and Dobbins comer 
spot in Ditto’s building in 1953 
and stayed for 16 years before 
moving to Merchant Street 

California Sample Furniture 
decided Vacaville was the next 
location to open a new store in 
January 1953. Ex-Marine and 
Fairfield native Mike Gonzales 
was the 21-year-old manager of 
the new Vacaville store. He 
would soon be the Chamber of 
Commerce president and take a 
run at the City Council. 

Merchant Street with its new 
Bank of America branch a 1954, 
rapidly was becoming an impor¬ 
tant business district Next door 
to Pacific Hardware, Vaca Vil¬ 
lage — considered a shopping 
center — had nine new tenants 
including Wat’s Cookin restau¬ 
rant a barber shop,an insvranee 
agency, a shoe repair store and a 
liquor store. 

The most modem of super¬ 
markets, Vacaville Grocery, 
opened what was then the 
largest full-service market 

The Fabric Center opened in 
one of four new Merchant Street 
shops developed by L.M. 
Lindquist Real Estate in 1954. 
Pacific Hardware founders Clark 
and Jansen were already making 
plans to build a new laundry ai id 
dry cleaning plant next door to 
Vaca Village. 

Merchant Street merchants 
were feeling their oats, They 
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even went so far as to start their 
own group, the Shopping Center 
Merchants Association of Vaca¬ 
ville. 

On the 200 block of Main 
Street Del Mci June moved the 
house of Clyde Penaluna to make 
way for his new funeral home, 
McCune Garden Chapel. 

Out on the highway, the Ran 
chotel, built by the Bergs, fea¬ 
tured a western fashion interior 
that included cactus lamps. 

Service stations, appliance 
shops, lumberyards, drug stores 
and dozens of other new spots 
opened or expanded in the gold¬ 
en growth of the 1950s. 

As a sign of faith in Vacaville's 
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Doing business in Solano County since 1976. 

Come visit us. 
l ake a complimentary tour. 

Our summer hours are: 

Monday - Saturday 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 





ONtOf the ANHEU8LH BUSCIt COMPANIES 








The Vacaville Grocery (left) 
opened in the fall of 1954 as 
hat was then the largest, most 
modem supermarket. It is now 
the Canned Food Outlet at 911 
Merchant St. Even breaking 
ground for a new business was 
big news, ’ his photo from the 
Oct. 1,1994, issue of The 
Reporter (below) shows 
Vacavilte Mayor Albert Porter 
(center) stepping down on a 
shovel to break ground for D & E 
Drive-in restaurant owned by 
Eddie Achzlger (left) and Dennis 
loughlln (right). Carl Hoffman, 
Vacaville Chamber of 
Commerce manager, Tomas 
Garcia, chamber president, and 
M.L. Whaley, head of the real 
estate firm handling the land 
sale, also were on hand. 




Reporter file photo 
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future, its now-established busi¬ 
ness leaders formed a new local 
bank in 1955. 

Vaca Valley Bank on Parker 
Street was in the heart of down¬ 
town. It offered a meeting room 
upstairs. And being a modem as 
possible, the bank had a new 
innovation, a drive-through teller 
window. 

A good local bank is nice, 
some said But what a growing 
city 'eaily needs is a good Italian 
restaurant and a bowling alley. 

Vacaville, the city of nearly 
10,000 people in 1958, hit the 
lanes at Vaca Bowl and went out 
for pizza at the Murdaca fami ly’s 
new restaurant, Pietro’s. 
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A look back... 
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T he birthstone for October, opals 
are divided into three goups 

1. common opals 

2. fire opals 

3. precious opals 

T he most identifying feature of precious and T > 
common opals is opalescence: a rainbow-like iri¬ 
descence changing with the angle'ol observation. At 
one time, it was believed this was caused by there I (ac¬ 
tion of light from thin surface layers, In the PMOs n was 
discovered opal is layered in a siliceous felly which CfiUWS 
releclions and Interferences in the stone's appeaum^e. 


Icrrv l homton 
Owner, Thornton & Sons 


a n revile mnt'tin water Although the content varies, there . . . A 

m lu- ,u$> as« "val.-r within an m<Uvt*l<d sum. As .Ik- sum.- .k-hv.lrau-s es- 

cence diminishes and the stone begins to crack. cotton. This 

by saturating the Stone with oil or water <Jpftls ft re best StOK d m moist, al 

Slows down the aging process considerably. 

gin Europe, the opal haa tong been believed ISon^Th^do nm 

•sundown." b A .... »■"' 1 *■ f Kl 1<«*. ■«* 

Mexican FU* Opal la a nanaparonl oJX inclui- 

mostly opaque without any play ol colour, unit mu 




iriaque whihuji .mi ( 

* agate opal agate wiih umorplums opal laveis 

hyalite iianspan*nl and coluuiless 

^ wood opal agftliml wihkI 

^ hoitcy opal Vellovv 

$ milk upal IrunUlMTnt, whit kit, 

with a peraly \wsW 

^ poiii'laln opal -*• milky ami n|t*u|ut 

^ mi ^ss opal t unUlm ilentiiiU'v 

T , i...... hi-i'ii distlt iguis I ted the Hack opal or the milky opal. 

wo types ol pin ions opals ha . rhe more uncommon black opals 

.... !SS >•-' «^» ^ ™ 


. i .K-holong. oi mollu-i of |vail opal opaque to 
ii.m>luvvni yellowlfthW white with a mother ol- 

pt'iHl |ll>HV 

ehiysopai Ol prase opal ojxtque anil 
iiipplc given 

^ vv.ix opal yrllow hio\xn wilh i 
O livdiopluiH' pieelmis opal wtiieli • (•" Ij"' itp 

moisture hill bus been temporarily reliydr.neP 
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Providing uniforms for 
County, State & City Law 

Enforcement 
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Calfornia 

Department 

of Corrections 
Class A & 


Inventory 
Coming Soon... 

-Police Dept. 
-Fire Dept. 
-County Sheriff 
-Leather Goods 
-Accessories 
-Flashlights 
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ower named 
to GOP post 

R < 'In 1111 I of Vacaville, B vice 

im siik ni nriih . .. 11I;| r ( f u<r>li 

. .in Asm mbfc wasalt ru-d sufe tree 

Min rul iIh*Asn« nihly a | Uil- rn«ui|. " 

r V V ,,l,0n ’ ,fJ in KjKTam,, nto Siitur 

u *0 iinti Sundf^. 

t»J5K? r to * mef nbcrofthc Solano County 
It< publican t * niral Committee and a vice 

ol’lli*' suti.jjroup He served as co- 
1 n.iimian at uh* tw<xliiy convention 
Highlight of the convention was the 
endorsement of Assembly Speaker James W 

Silliman for lieutenant governor, a position ' 
which is also being sought by Lt_ Governor 
Harold J Powers and Superior Judge Freder 
ick F. Houser. Powers and Houser indicated 
inter they will remain in the unusual three- 
way race for the Republican nomination in the 
June 8 primary' 

Also in attendance at the convention from 
Vacaville were Wallace Braze I ton. president 
of the Vacaville Republican Assembly who 
was named stale agricultural chairman for the 
convention and presided over the group which 
made its recommendations to the convention 
on agricultural problems. Bob Meyer who was 
a director at large at the convention, and dur¬ 
ing one of the meetings held during the con¬ 
vention was elected regional director of the 
Sixth Congressional District 

The Reporter 
March 28.1954 

Power to head 
alifornia GOP 



W.'iltretMf from 
the Nut Tree 
Restaurant (left) 
ready for their ride 
aloft when the Nut 
Tree Airport 
opened In 1955. 
But the famed 
black oak (below 
In a 1936 photo) 
and Nut Tree 
trademark came 
down In February 
1951. 
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R obert Harbison Power of Vacaville 
became Mr. Republican ofCalifor- 
nia for one year with his election 
last Sunday as new president of 
the California Republican Assembly. His 
election climaxed a two-day session held at 
Pasadena. 

The election of Power, who at 29 became 
the youngest person ever to hold the posi¬ 
tion, came as no surprise to the large delega 
tion. Assuming his new duties Sunday after¬ 
noon. he became the first person to fill the 
post from counties north of the Bay Area. 

The Reporter 
March 25,1955 


By Cynthia Roberts 
Special to The Reporter 

P erhaps it was the con¬ 
stant rumble of cars on 
Highway 40 that made 

the Nut Tree’s historic 

black walnut come down in 
February 1951. 

But the demise of this famous 
tree only signaled the new 
growth headed towards the Nut 
Tree from the highway and the 

skies. 

“More motor vehicles travel 
U.S. 40, the Lincoln Highway, over the Sierra than any 
other transcontinental traffic artery,” concluded a Califor- 
ma State Automobile Association report in August 1950. 

The rumble from the highway was bringing more folks 
than ever to what had been just a roadside stop 

Hence, major expansion was underway in the mid-’50s 

wht n a unique building method — tilt-up concrete walls 

— was used to create a huge new addition to The Nut 
Tree. 

With the small-scale train sta ting its run from the new 
toy shop in June 1953, aviation next found its place with 


airport takes flight 
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the opening of The Nut Tree 
Airstrip in the summer of 1955 
It was the first ride in an air¬ 
plane for many or the 105 people, 
including a nervous looking 
group of Nut Tree waitresses, 
who rode in the four-passenger 
aircraft, piloted by Ed Power on 
opening day. 

It will not be an uncommon 
remark to hear one say ‘I^et’s 
drop in at the Nut Tree for a 
meal,' ” noted The Reporter on 
July 15,1955. 

On the first Sunday, the air 

port welcomed 20 planes whose pilots and passengers 
came to have lunch or dinner at the Nut Tree. 

A few more notes of interest if you can use them: 

The flying bug bit Solano County in the 1950s. In addi¬ 
tion to the opening of the Nut Tree Airport in July 1955, 
two other private flying facilities also opened. 

The Vaca-Dixon Airport was located just up the high¬ 
way for private pilots. At the west end of Vacaville, the 
newly opened Ranchotel was building its own airport in 
1955 with a 2,300 fool-long, 75-feet-wide landing strip. 

History 


Wedding set 
for Sept ember 

N — Owth;it Mka M;i ry Hflfui Kiwi f 

Jcny I ;jfff hikl huve rhft^n St ptf*rh 
b®r25Svi *t-* thf* flay for fhf*ir 

at 1030 r/el fjr k in tii#- rr.f/fnjngin St 
Matyschun h, the pre nuptial parie fur th* 
miiurnrj hmverommfwed aiid will ( 

Unuc until the popular coupled nupliaIs..are 
solemnized 

A pre-nuptial f< ft- for Miss Power is to lx- the 
tea on the afternoon of August 29th at tlx? Nut 
Tref' for which Mrs. Uoyd M. Chander am I Mra. 
Homer C, Boiler issued invitations this week 
Both the future bnde and bridegroom will be 
honored this Sunday aftemrxm when Miss Kay 
Goepfert entertains at a cocktail party in the 
family home on Lagoon Valley Road. 

Miss Margaret Brickley of Sacramento, who 
also attended Dominican with Miss Power and 
Ls studying at Stanford summer school, enter¬ 
tained for the September bride-elect recently 
at a luncheon and linen shower at the Allied 
Arts Guild in Palo Alto when other mutual col 
legeday friends were the guests. 

A family party complimenting Miss Power 
and Mr. Fairchild also was given on the nigh t of 
August 8th by the former’s cousins, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Buebler. in their Sacramento home. 

Guests from Vacaville attending to see Mary 
Helen and Jerry open the shower of miscella¬ 
neous gifts presented to them included her par¬ 
ents, Mr and Mrs. E.l Power, Mr and Mrs 
Edwin L Power, Jr.. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Power, 
Mrs. LJ. Harbison, Miss Julia Harbison and 
Miss Edith Harbison 

Miss Power has asked her sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Edwin I. Power, Jr., to be her matron of honor, 
and the bridesmaids chosen are another sister- 
in-law, Mrs. Robert Power, Mrs. Albert Handy 
and Mrs. Joseph B Power, Jr, all of Vacaville. 

The bridegroom-elect’s wedding party mem¬ 
bers will be Major RA Weekley, of Travis, who 
is to be the best man, and Edwin I Power, Jr, 
Robert Power, Joseph B. Power, Jr, a cousin of 
the bride-to-be, and Master Sergeant Albert 
Hardy of Vacaville, as the ushers. 

Among the bridegroom’s family members 
planning to attend the wedding and the recep- 
tion, which will be given in the Saturday Hub- 
house. are his parents, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Fairchild of Egg Harbor, Wisconsin. 

The Reporter 
Aug 17,1951 


Always 

A Car 
Buff ” 



Ron and Juanita Wilson completely restored and raced their 58 corvette at Laguna 
Seca in 1998 to help raise money for Salenas Valley Memorial hospital. Racing this 
event was a thrill because it was also Corvette’s 40''’ birthday of this model The 1958 
Corvette was the first year for dual head lights, chrome trunk strap and luvered hood 
it was known as the “Hollywood Vette,” because of it’s glitzy look! This model is one 
of the most sought after corvettes by avid collectors! 


Windows for you r home 



IMPORT SERVICE CENTER • 938 East Monte Vista • Vacaville 
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Ranch & Pet Supply 

Endorsed by Family Pets Everywhere 

For yw Cat - For your Pog 
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We Carry (wet & dry) 

> lams 

► Science Diet 

* Nutro Max Cat 
»innova 
•Eukanuba 

* sensible choice 

* And more! 

l-i*1l lin, of cal wppll**, 
beds, collar toy*. 

The Birds 
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We deliver and install win¬ 
dows and doors that will 
keep you cooler in the sum¬ 
mer and warmer in the win¬ 
ter using twentieth-century 
materials that create an air¬ 
tight seal yet are beautiful to 
look at. You will want to 
invite your friends over just 
to see and enjoy your new 
windows and doors from 
California Window 
Systems. Join Our Large 
Group of 

Satis/icJ 

Customers 
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We Carry (wet & dry) 

• California Natural 

• lams 

• Science Diet 

• Nutro Max 

• innova 

• Anmar 

• Pro Plan 

• And morel 
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DICK’S MUFFLER SHOP 

& TRAILER HITCHES 


STOCK & CUSTOM 

Exhaust Systems for Everything 

OUR 31 st YEAR! 
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Full Line 
of Bird 
Supplies, 
cages 
and Toys 









perfect" ftO’ Round Pen 

Olk#r Mjy# ttYrtUaWr 


We carry Panels, Cates, 
and Fencing 
Full Line of Horse 
Supplies and care 
products 
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P Complete 
Ip Saddle & Tack 
Source 

I new & u r .nd) 


707 * 448*6568 






All major credit cards accepted 

Open 7 Days a Week 
M on.-Frl. 9-6 

Sunday 10-5 103 Aegean way • Vacaville 

(Corner off Peabody & Aegean Way) 
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War is just start 
of more to come 



i.is k pi, turv i M the rrv 


IS llil 


Mi 1 


n lisl SLili 
il I Cm It u . n 


Mi 1 


1 I 


(Mititisl for u>i inl>crs of the 
Vac.wtil<* H-*iajy Club anil 
lar v» ix \K ht'K h‘H>n n ’ t'iinjj »i( 

the Nut Trw on Thui x . i u noon 

IVlM'nnii ibo » a> I *r 

\ KtOT **»»[»— «■»*>"< juiifiw—r 

c* v v , il lienee .J lh* St*io' d- 
tape in S,i riim nto TTk- it-*l,»r 
W*S intrvvduocd by lut ui .MSI 
Clair ofthe F*iifleld^ui«un Air 
Kivw Base, who was acting for 
Major Goorjse .Andrews, who was 
unabfr to he present Vice presi¬ 
dent James McCrory presided at 
the n icedo. in the absence of 
PreMdeot Fred Schooler, w ho is 
on vacation 

The speaker's address for the 
day did not deal in length an the 
Wiwmmn situation, but instead was 
a forecast of what might possibly 
happen in other sections of he 
Pa: ific area dow that the Korean 
has arisen. Back of the 
stnfe which is engulfing the many 
quai l nations, is the activity of 
Russia which by this tactical 


111 1 ‘ I <1 of || tflil III llll II >1< !!( ll 
rtnh - o I'Kltmie to ti*M the nulitm 
strength of the liuUil si.iir- 
u liilr k^ ping in rwpn'i 1 its own 
strength until Ow np|>i * ■ urn* unit* 
is at li u>ii to stole 

1 Vr Kaup ! 1 i ,i i .>ih!c 
>1 nitric in Germany, w hen* Uv« - 
armies of the east sector would 
i rigage thoac of the west He saw 
po>-ibiIityof uprisings in other 
west European countries, as well 
as in the P- >Lkan areas including 
Italy. 

The speaker said that although 
the picture he revealed looked 
rather dart he was optur istie 
er.ouch to tielieve that an all-out 
war would not be of long duration. 
It is his belief that the freedom- 
loving peoples of the world will 
band together to achieve rapid 
and ultimate victory, and that 
when the supreme test was at 
hand nations large and small 
would arise to combat the-ir one 
enemy — Communistic Russia. 

Bob Power was program chair 
man for the day 

The Reporter 
Ang.4, 1950 


Death in Korea 
not confirmed 


P rivate Charles Knecht. 
i Vacaville, who w as 
reported slightly wound¬ 
ed in action in Korea on 
September 21 and returned to 
his unit after a brief hospitaliza¬ 
tion. is now convalescing in a 
station hospital in a rear area. 
Reports last weekend that he 
had been railed in action have 
not been confirmed and 
inquiries by the parents. Major 
and Mrs BA. Knecht, and his 
wife, the former Iris Barty. have 
Jed them to ‘■assume” that he is 
alive. 

A War Department telegram 
to Private Knecht’s parents 
early last week told that he had 
been slightly wounded and was 
being hospitalized- In a later let¬ 
ter to his parents he told that be 


spent several days in a hospital 
for a head injury but was w ell 
enough to have rejoined his 
company in the 23rd Infantry 
Regiment of the Second Divi¬ 
sion. 

The letter was followed by 
another dated October 11, 
telling that he w as returned to a 
rear area station hospital in 
Korea to recover from other ail 
ments, presumably the result of 
his first wound. At the time he 
was wounded. September 21, he 
was taking part in the battle 
around “Heartbreak Ridge/’ 

Private Knecht a senior at 
the local school last year, 
entered army sendee early this 


vear. 


The Reporter 
Oct. 19,1951 


Local boy loses arm 
i n action in Korea 


nvate First Class Ricardo 
1 Gloria. 23! has been listed 
as Vacaville's first casual- 
■ ty in ground action since 
the outbreak of the r ore an War 
i -a<u Saturday his parents, Mr. 
aid Mrs. Frank Gloria, residents 
of236 Sacramento street for the 
past five years, were informed by 
letter that their son had lost his 
left arm in the battle zone and is 
now convalescing in a hospital in 
Tokyo According to the letter to 

his parents, Pfc. Gloria gave do 

other details of the wounds, appai 
eitfly believing his parents had 
earlier received official notifica¬ 
tion from the War Department. 


The only information given 
was that his arm had been tom 
off just below the arm pit while 
serving near Hwach, near the 
33th parallel, on August 31. He 
was on duty with Company E, 31st 
Infantry Regiment with the 
.American Foreign Legion. 

Pfc. Gloria attended the local 
high school and w as employed at 
the local Basic plant at the time 
of his induction into Army ser¬ 
vice on September 27,195G. He 
was one of four V acaville youths 
m the first draft cadi following the 
outbreak of the war in Korea. 

The Reporter 
Sept 14,1951 


Duncan missing in action 


letter received by Wyatt 
G. Duncan, Solano 
County agriculture 
inspector with offices 
in Vacaville, last week con¬ 
firmed the contents of a 
telegram the previous week 
informing him that his son, SgL 
Wyatt G. Duncan Jr., 31, was 
reported missing in action in 
Korea 

Mr. and Mrs. Duncan, resi¬ 
dents of Woodland, reported the 
last letter they had received 
from their son told of the Amen 


Green with 7th Marines 
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The black irony ol war is clear when in the June 
8,1951, issue ol The Reporter (above) there is a 
story of missing Staff Sgt. Melvin Joseph Hunt 
and a notice announcing the birth of a son to 
Hunt and his wife. Another story in the Dec. 7, 
1951, Reporter (left) tells of the first death of a 
Vacaville man in the Korean War. 


Three Vaca men missing in action 


can capture of Seoul and the 
i p ar ch northward, before the 
Chinese Red Army began its big 
push. He was serving with the 
Second Engineers of the 2nd 
Division. He is a veteran of the 
Normandy invasion and assault 
landings in Pacific isles during 

World War II. 

Sgt Duncan’s wife is living 
with his parents in Woodland. 
Her parents are M. and Mrs 

Hairy Morris of Dixon. 

The Reporter 

Jan. 12,1951 


H ope for the safety of 
their husbands is yet 
hanging in thin 
threads for three 
Vacaville Air Force wives fol¬ 
lowing the frozen announce¬ 
ments received early this week 
that the three men were mem¬ 
bers of an liman crew of a B-29 
shot down while on an official 
mission over enemy tern ton* in 
Korea. 

To the wives of Captain 
Joseph L Korstjens, Staff 
Sergeant Melvin Joseph Hunt 
and Staff Sergeant Charles V, 
Crocker, Jr., the heart-rending 
news means an agony of waiting 
for further word to follow the 
telegrams which were brief, list¬ 
ing them only as -missing while 
on an official mission ’ There 
was no indicated a? to what may 
be expected but the families 
have considered the slim 
chances and have prepared 
themselves for the worst. 

To Vacaville citizenry the 
news brought the current war 
closer to home in tripie doses. 
These have been the communi¬ 
ty’s first casualties. 

Late Monday ev ening the 
Reporter had begun to recon¬ 
struct the store from bi* gath¬ 
ered locally and from the 
exchange of information with 
the Public Information Officer 


B-29 shot down over Korea 


at Travis Ar Base. Although at 
present there is nothing more- 
official than the information 
contained in the telegrams to 
the three wives, it appear the 
B-29 was on its mission when “a 
jet finder hit them.” Members of 
accompanying American air¬ 
craft were said to have seen the 
doomed plane plunge toward 
the earth and four parachutes 
were seen floating in enemy ter¬ 
ritory The exact place and date 
have not been learned. 

The first bit of official infor¬ 
mation was obtained from Mrs. 
Ann Korstjens at her home in 
Vaca Valley Village. Dated June 
2, the telegram was sent to her 
by the commanding officer of 
Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash¬ 
ington. reading as follow s: 

"Dear Mrs. Ann Korstjens: 

The Secretary of the Air 
Force expressed regrets and has 
asked me to inform you that 
your husband. Captain Joseph 
Wranee Korstjens, a member of 
a B-29 crew, has been reported 
missing while on an official mis¬ 
sion in Korea. Details are not 
known at this time. Information 
will be forwarded you immedi¬ 
ately upon receipt by this head¬ 


quarters. Please inform Mrs. 
Smith that her husband was not 
aboard ship but is on nis way to 
the United Slates. 

Commanding Officer 
Fairchild AFB. Washington. 

Hie telegram was received 
by Mrs. Korstjens on Monday; 
also on .Monday the information 
had been relayed to Mrs. Crock¬ 
er by her mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Charles W. Crocker, Sr., in a 
telephone call from Corvallis. 
Oregon Aw are that Sgts Crocker 
and Hunt were both members of 
the same plane cre w in the 343rd 
Bomb Squadron (Medium), Mrs. 
Crocker left her ranch home here 
to tell Mis. Hunt, who resides at 
the Sunrise Trailer Park. On Mon¬ 
day at the local post office, Mrs. 
H unt received her telegram which 
was identical to that sent to Mrs 
Korstjens, except that it did not 
refertoLt Smith 

.As far as can be gathered. 
Sergeants Crocker and Hunt 
shared the same plane assign¬ 
ment from the time they left 
Travis on April 30. A Vallejo 
lieutenant was also known to be 
on that crew No information 
was made available as to why 
Captain Korstjens. who was not 



a member, was on that plane. In 
ail probability he -was sent along 
as aircraft commander or as co¬ 
pilot or perhaps an observer. 

Captain Korstjens, who has 
been in the Far East since leav¬ 
ing Travis on February 11, was 
sening in the same crew as Lt 
Malcolm Smith, referred to in 
the telegram to Mrs Korstjens. 
who makes his home with his 
wife and daughter on Merchant 
street As it turned out Lt Smi 
landed at Travis on Monday. T ' 
about the same ti me the 
telegram did. For security rea¬ 
sons he was silent on questions 
of the military incidents while 
he was at home T uesday ‘ feel¬ 
ing very tired as the result of 
events and the long flight. His 
story was told to 1 he public 
information officer. 

V/hether or not there were 
anv survivors of the ill-fated 

m 

plane may not be known for 
some time. Any survivors w ould 
undoubtedly be held prisoners. 
Meanwhile the empty waiting 
for further news was becoming 
unbearable for the three Vaca¬ 
ville wives of the missing men. 
One remarked sobbing “Who 
said there’s no war?” But all are 
bearing up well through the 
anxious moments. 

The Reporter 
June 8.1951 


Hopes for local airmen du n 


M r. and Mrs R E L 

Green of Vacaville 
are in recei pt of a 
letter from the: r on 
P.P.C. Kenneth R. Green that he 
if stationed with the 7th Marine 
Division in North Korea. Since 
letter dated November27. 
t unit hat been reported 


encircled and is fighting for sur¬ 
vival A Marine reservist, he was 
recalled to active duty last Sep¬ 
tember 13 and left tor Korea a 
month later. His wife is at pre¬ 
sent residing with her mother, 

Mrs Dorothy Frisbie. 

The Reporter 

Dec. 6,1950 


he scanning oflists released during 
the past two days by the North 
Korean and Chinese Communists 
■■ left but very dim hopes that three 
Vacaville Air Force men. previously report¬ 
ed missing in action, might still be alive. 

The three men reported missing w ith an 
11-man crew when their B-29 was shot down 
early last June while on an official mission 
over enemy territory in Korea, were Captain 
Joseph W. Korstjens S/Sgt Melvin J. Hunt 
and S/Sgt Charles W Crocker. Their wives 
were i rtf ormed at the time at their homes 
here that nothing could be learned further 
about their fate. 

Shortly before noon yesterday, th< 
Reporter learned that Mrs Korstjens and 
Mrs Hunt were in receipt of telegrams not¬ 


ing that their husbands' names w ere not on 

w _ 

any of the prisoner of w ar lists. No report 
had been received from Mrs. Crocker, but it 
i 5 expected the late oi the three men would 
have been the same. 

The telegram received bv Mrs Korstjens 
(similar to that of Mrs Hunt) read: "We have 
received a list of names from the North 
Koreans and Chinese Communists believ ed 
to be Air Force personnel who are prison¬ 
ers. I regret the name of your husband, ( ap- 
Lain Joseph W. Korstjens, who is now miss¬ 
ing. was not, repeal, not included in the list 
Resources of the United Nations and the 
United States Government are presently 
being utilized to obtain verification of the 
status of all our personnel who are now offi¬ 
cially reported as missing. When further 


s list rel eased. 

information is received, you will be notified 
immediately The Air Force shares your 
anxiety and hopes Maj Gen. John H. McCor 
mack. Direc tor of Military Personnel, Head¬ 
quarters. USAF, Washington, DC.” 

The only hope remaining for the three 
men is in the possible mat e uracy of the 
lists. It was never learned whether the ill- 
fated plane had made a safe landing. They 
were rationed at Travis at the time they left 
for the Far East on April 30. The three wives 
received ti k.’rams on June 2, telling of the 
missing B*29. Reports that several members 
w ere seen to parac hute out of the riddled 
bomber were not confirmed. 

The Reporter 
Dee. 21.1951 
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Severat Air Force investigators search through the wreckage of Brig. Gen. Robert Travis’ B-29 in August 1950 
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earns acclaim 


T inehour land-or «l*e 
struggle rjf Major Samuel 
V.'. Tyson in the Kuccetw- 
ful landing of a crippled 
MATSC97 plane in Hilo. Hawaii 
with 06 other person* aboard 
must have been an extreme tax of 
rn - energies and nerve-'; on Thurs¬ 
day of last week. 

But Oh- ta* k of piloting the plan* 
just above the waters of the cold 
Pa f 1 lie for MJ00 miles was nothing 
but routine company] to the ordeal 
he was to face in the days immedi¬ 
ately following. Overnight he 
fjecame a national figure. 

The following night Friday, 
Major Tyv^n began a flight back to 
Travis 'Air Force Basel for a 
round of applause and acclaim. 
Less than an hour out at sea the 
plane returned to Hawaii slightly 
crippled. While he waited for his 
return, he accepted telephone 
requests for television appear¬ 
ances and conferences with Air 
Force officials. 

The return was finally made 
and Saturday morning there was a 
joyful reunion with his family at 


tm ir home on Z'/» A rt>of \1n et 

I u-r in the aft emtj/n, after fr<- 
qu< hi ini/'rruf/tiOfis in lux »P < p 
arid re t he prepared for a drive 
to'I ri> vis and a flight to N ( - w York 

Minutes i/-fbre his d p rri 
departure ren- he posed for a 

II eporter photographer with 
memlxm of his family and confid¬ 
ed t to a reporter dial hr- was suffer 
mg a severe case of ipt/i.-s He 
was worrying over hit scheduled 
televiMon appearances Then he 
bid goodbye to Ins wife Jean arid 
their two Tu Idren, Sam Jr., II, 
and Toni, 9, and Mrs.'(/son's 
mother, Mrs. Lily Waggoner, who 
is visiting here from Burbank. 

Major Tyson described the 
experiences of his miraculous 
flight to millions of viewers on the 
television program of Ed Sullivan 
ori Sunday night and Have Tar 
rowayon Monday morning, loiter 
he w as to accept the Distin 
guished Hying Cross, the Air 
Force’s highest honor, for the 
third time in his flying career. 

The Reporter 
Aug. 16,1957 


Missile base added 
to Travis defenses 


Hero’s tragic death 
lea ds to new name 


By Julie Bavidow 

Staff Writer 


W hen the B-29 bomber 

earning Brig Gen. 
Robert Travis burst 
into flames shortly 
after takeoff from the Fairfieid- 


Suisun Air Force Base on Aug. 5. 
1950 witnesses compared the 
scene to an atomic holocaust 
Fresh from the blasts over 


Japan that ended World Warn in 
the Pacific and set to embark on a 
three-year battle with commu¬ 
nism in Korea, Americans in 1950 
saw the potential for nuclear 
destruction everywhere. 

Bui despite cover-ups and 
denials ; rom the Air Force, tbe 
imagery invoked to describe the 
crash that took tbe lives of 19 peo¬ 
ple w as right on. 

The plane carried parts of an 
atomic weapon on w hat w as to be 
Paecret mission to Guam — a lad 
.e Air Force, formed just a few 
years earlier from the Anny Air 
Forces, den ed for more than four 
decades. 


Almost j 0 minutes after the 
aircraft came to rest near a Fair¬ 


field trailer park, an explosion 
heard almost 30 miles aw ay 
rocked the surrounding area 


PatnAn.- at a drr^ein mcr.ie 




or 


fled "thinking that an atomic bomb 
had been dropped on die base. The 
explosion damaged 48 trailers, 2 D cank 
a pm , ale home, a ciinmercial garage, 
four store windows and 10 acres of pri¬ 


vate property 

Insisting the aircraft was on a 
routine training mission to 
Omai a, the Air Force deemed 


the explosion the resu 11 of 8.000 
galloas of gasoline on Ixiard. 

tVith the cause of the cra.^h 
obscured, military officials 
focused instead on the loss of 
Travis 

Local writers ate up tales of 
Travis brav ery in combat mis- 
sions ov er Nazi-occupied Euro ;>e 
during World War n. eulogizing 
him in the pages of The Reporter 
and offering extensive co verage 
of the base’s renaming ceremony 
on April 20,1951. 

Undeterred by the If agedy. 
new l v anointed Travis Air Force 
Base grew at exponential rates in 
the year- following the crash. 
Construction projects on base in 
the early 1950s—totaling $34.7 
million — propelled w hat had 
been a lonely military outpost 
into the Gateway to the Pacific." 
w ith nearly 20 X 00 civilian and 
military personnel by the F^iOs. 

Reports of a nuclear presence 
at the base were consistently 
denied, and Vacaville latched on 
to the burgeoning base as another 
example of the region's healthy 
growth. A Chamber of Commerce 
brochure published in 1953 fea¬ 
tured an aerial photo of down¬ 
town Vacaville flanked by pic¬ 
tures of four nearby projects— 
the California Medical Facility, 
Monticello Darn, Basic '.’egeta- 
bles and Travis .\ir Force Ba e. 

Base officials did deal head-on 
with another fear plaguing 
Travis' neighbors in die 1950s, 
offering explanations published 
in The Reporter about the benign 
nature of sonic booms. 


Woman given award 
for losing leg in crash 


$40900 settlement was 
accepted Tuesday by a 
Vacaville resident, 

I Mrs. f ranees Mae 
Sberr.'H 32 of her suit against 
the government for trie loss of a 
leg caused ?/. a p ane crash at 
Tra%i . v;r Force Base in 1950. 

Mrs. Sherrill, who now 
resides at her family borne at 
401 Pecan Stree t, was living at 
Jfo viii with he r airman h and 
r August 5,1950. wt n a B 29 
crashed near her trailer home. 

A piece of flying metal man¬ 
ned Mrs. SherrillT right leg and 
pulated below the 

knee 

The c nufti resulted in the 

i ", <-n pa- -f j 

ind firefighters and 
- .' >dB IflMBi; Ui'ite 


kjlleej was Brig. Gen. Robert F 
Travis, then commander of Fair 
field Suisun Air Force B 
which was later renamed in his 
honor. 

Mrs. Sherrill had sued the 
government for $125,000 in the 
court of Federal District Judge 
Shehael J Roche in San f ran- 
cisco, but accepted the govern¬ 
ment offer in the fourth clay of 
the trial 

Hers was the second Settle¬ 
ment growing out of the acci¬ 
dent A third claim of $133,000 is 
pending. 

Since moving tn Vacaville, 
Mrs Sherrill ha : en manager 
of Johnnie S Steak Ranch at the 

Skyline Club on Highway 40 

The Reporter 

May 1,1953 



Brig. Gen. Robert Travis, a World War It hero, was kilted with 
18 other people on Aug. 5,1950, when his B-29 crashed. The 
Air Force base near Fairfield was renamed after him. 



A restored B*29, the same type of plane Brig. Gen. Robert 
Travis flew, is located at the museum on Travis Air Force Base. 
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4 th through 8 th grades living in 
Solano < ounty Coni > *»• may 
clip the entry blank appearinv 
in this paper, fill it in properly 
and mail it to the Office of Infor¬ 
mation Services, Travis AFB. 
Entries must be oo-tmarked 
prior to midnight September 22. 
1958 and received prior to 5 
P rn 1 u<-sday. September23 

The Reporter 
Sepl. 19,1958 


A fa 1 moving defense con¬ 
struction program began 
this week with the start 
of th e actual excavati on 
on the $2,430,000 Bomarc base 
near Dixon. 

In die past few weeks, the con- 
tractor. ZarpavF ullerton of 
Detroit fias moved a project trail¬ 
er onto die Crt Xr> Si evens ranch four 
miles north of Dixon, has flaked 
the layout, and has begun excav'at- 
1 ng for the base pads under the 28 
Launching shelters which will 
house the Bomarc missiles. 

Ollier work which is to lie start¬ 
ed immediately includes the con¬ 
struction of a project! office for 
personnel of the corps of engi¬ 
neers and Boeing Aircraft Compa¬ 
ny, the firm which manufactures 
the Roman missile; and toe instal 
lation of the main entrance road to 
the launcher area. 

Other work will follow, includ¬ 
ing a composite building at 26,000 
square feet water and petroleum 


systems, fire station assembly and 
maintenance buildings, and per¬ 
sonnel accommodations. 

It is expected that about 100 
men will be employed during 
pea Jt construction, many of whom 
wi 11 be hired locally. Norman 
Solatar. the project superinton 
dent for the prime contractor, has 
taken up residence in the Sacra¬ 
mento area while Virgil M. Shinn, 
the project administrator, is leas¬ 
ing a home in toe Dixon area. 

Considerable concrete work is 
expected to follow the excavation 
for the launching shelters. Each 
base pad will be 24 inches thick 
and the launching shelters will 
measure W by 22 feel The walls, 
topped with movable roofs, will 
also be of heavy concrete. 

The shelters are so designed that 
when the roof sections are actuated 
the loaded missiles will automati¬ 
cally rise to a firing position 

The Reporter 
Dec.4,19&9 


Air Force being urged 
to build academy here 


C ongressman Robert L 
Condon ''D-Califj this 
week urged the Air 
Force to carefully con¬ 
sider locating the Air Force's 
Academy in Solano county'. 

The Air Force Academy bill 
is still pending but according to 
Condon, should soon be 
approved and signed by the 
President. 

Solano county is preparing to 
make available to the Air Force 
a tract of land containing 22,000 
acres It is located a mile away 
(rom Travis Air Forte Base, the 
largest Anny Air Base on the 
Pacific Coast. It has an ideal cli¬ 
mate and flying is possible in 
that ai ea practically e.ery day of 
the year The property in ques¬ 
tion is only a few miles from San 


Francisco and the University ot 
California at Berkeley ft is 
served by two railroads and the 
main transcontinental interstate 
highways. Ail utilities are pre¬ 
sent on the site and the area, 
which is relatively level with 
some rolling hills, w ould make a 
beautiful campus 

Condon wrote General 
Hubert Hannon and General 
Carl Spaatz urging them to give 
full consideration to the Solano 
county site in the event Congres j 
approves and the President 
signs the Air 1 orce Academy 
bill Generals Spaatz and Har¬ 
mon will be consulted by the 
Secretary as to the location of 
the academy. 

The Reporter 
March 19,1954 


Atomic warfare studied 
at nearby Travis base 


A tomic warfare and 

research is the subject 
of an eight hour course 
of instruction now- 
under way at Travis Air Force 
Base. 

Designed to familiarize all 
officers and airmen of the base 
with the problems connected 
with atomic research, radiologi¬ 
cal safety plays a large part in 
the course The hazards of atom¬ 
ic warfare and the prescribed 
defen >e measures are covered 
in the lectures and training 
films and give the students a 
clearer picture bf just what the 
atomic bomb is and does. 

Taught by fapiain Robert * 

< it sou each >. 1 as* ton »-<•.! 


approximately twenty airmen 
and officers and meets for one 
hour each day Monday through 
Friday. 

A few selected personnel will 
continue with thi* course of 
instruction to become more 
familiar . itb the theory of the 
atom bomb, its manufacture, 
functions hazards.effect-, 
means of delecting radiations, 
defensive measures, and treat 
ment of injuries TlMqrwLH 
receive practical experience in 
the use of van ou ; m 
instruments and be prepared to 
act as monitors in th" • .. - 
radiological waits 
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vegetables, roil ami dessert 
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•Finest' 

school 

built 


B> Barbara Smut, 

A Swsa* 

Vacaville High SchdoU."*" 

flung open Sept 10 io=n , e 

- fail term * 1Sto 2,f 0 rthe 

The new building Wa . ,r 
pride of Vacaville The ° 

Reporter described it as * n„ , 

the finest in California ” ° e ° f 

VacanlJe kids and teachers 
shook oil the dust of the old 

nvo-stoo; frame high school on 
School Street that had served 

iheir parents and grandparents 

and settled into a bright new 
environment on West Monte 
Vista Avenue. 

The new school boasted 18 
ClSSSrOODlS, 3 ^Oubl6-s|20^ 

ogjbrary and study hall, two 
^imestic science rooms, a pho¬ 
tographic darkroom, a large 
room for both arts projects and 
mechanical drawing, an agricul¬ 
tural room, a general shop and 
the administrative offices 
The gym w as impressive with 
a full-size basketball court, fold¬ 
ing bleachers, dressing areas, 
showers and locker rooms “for 
both boys and girls." 

There were even two small 
orchards of peaches and grapes 
for the agricultural classes. 

The entire complex, which 
sat on a 29.5-acre site purchased 
from Ed Uhl, was cl eared of con¬ 
demned buildings and unneed¬ 
ed trees and vines to make way 
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Students in 1956 work on experiments in the new Vacaville High 

for construction. 

Among the materials used 
w a high base of poured con¬ 


crete and 150 tons of steel. The 
school was built to accommo- 

^dents. By October 

*56 just four years later — 
expansion was under way to 
accommodate 700 students. In 
the 1998-99 school year, 1,897 
students attended Vacaville 
High Scbool and another 2.030 
attended the city's second high 
school. Will C Wood 

Efforts to build a new school 
began in early 1950, when the 
need was considered urgent 
The old, woodeo high school 
was overcrowded and consid¬ 
ered a firetrap. The 3('-year old 
brick annex, used as a gymnasi¬ 
um. had been condemned by 
state officials as “unsafe." And 
the student population of Vaca 
ville was growing by leaps and 
bounds. 

The $892,000 needed for the 
new school was secured through 
state funds and two school 
bonds. The community effort 
was led by Lemoine E. Willi ams 


high school principal and dis¬ 
trict superintendent. 

In July 1952, just as the new 
high school was completed, 
Williams surprised members of 
the school board by resigning 
from his position, even though 
his contract with the district was 
not due for renewal for another 
year. 

Williams, who had been prin¬ 
cipal and superintendent for 20 
years, apparently had decided 
on a career change alter ream¬ 
ing one of his goals. The 
Reporter said. “... his fondest 
dream under his administration 
was the completion of a modem, 
new high school." 

Williams stayed on the facul¬ 
ty. teaching science and math. 

Harold Youngblood was 
named the new high school prin¬ 
cipal and superintendent imme 
diately following Williams’ res¬ 
ignation The football stadium at 
Vacaville High is named after 
Youngblood, who died in 1959. 

As soon as construction 
began on the new high school, 
the city turned its eye on the 6.2- 
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A Professional Corporation 


Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 

New Patients Welcome 
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Dr. Jill and Dr. Ken Hunter 

“We are proud to be a part of this 

great community.” 

Member: California Dental Association. 
American Dental Association. 

& Napa-Solano Dental Society 

292 Alamo Dr • Suite 5 • Vacaville 

( 707 ) 448-6882 




Vacaville mourns 

loss of \bungb ood 


Reporter Tile pftaTo 

School chemistry laboratory. 

acre site of the old school 
grounds, which consisted of the 
frame building constructed in 
1897, the brick annex, an agri¬ 
culture building and shop-Quon- 
set hut. 

T e property was considered 
ideal : or a city hall, recreation 
center, public playground and 
park Negotiations cocmenced 
between the school district and 
city 0 fi rials for the purchase. 

During negotiations, the 
brick annex was destroyed by 
fire. The fire was so hot that the 
steel roof supports bent into 
pretzel like shapes.” The origin 
of the fire, one of the city's 
worst, was unknown. 

The destruction of the brick 
annex reduced the value of the 
property, but did little to solve 
problems that h id arisen over the 
terms and conditions of a simple 
contract between the school dis¬ 
trict and city officials. It became 
necessary for a special election to 
be held to facilitate the purchase 
of the property for a civic center 
The site eventually would be 
Andrews Park. 


D eath made its claim on 
the active find useful life 
of one of Vacaville's 
f) nost prominent citizens, 
Harold Basil Youngblood, early 
Monday evening at the University 
of California Hospital in San Fran 
cisco. He was 48 

Funeral services, under the 
direction of McCune Garden 
Chapel, were held yesterday 
(Thursday), afternoon at the Com¬ 
munity Presbyterian Church, with 
the Reverend Henry B. Mac Fad- 
den officiating A period of mourn¬ 
ing during separate services held 
at the same time was proclaimed 
at the Vacaville high school where 
he had served as district superin¬ 
tendent since 1952 Interment was 
on the Vacaville-Elmira cemetery. 

Ironically, it was the ravages of 
cancer that outraced him at the 
pinnacle of his career. He became 
a victim of the disease several 
months after completing his term 
as president of the Solano County 
Branch of the American Cancer 
Society. He had previously served 
as chai man of the Vacaville unit 
at the time of his death. 

Left to mourn his death is his 
widow Mrs. Qcco Youngblood, at 
the family home at 360 Luzena 
avenue. She is a second grade 
teacher at Alamo school. 

Also surviving him are his 
mother, Mrs. Gil Youngblood of 
Dallas, Texas; a brother. George FL 
Youngblood, also of Dallas; and 
two sisters, Mrs. Ruth LeClercque 
of Dallas and Mrs : nurse Newman 
of Edgewood. Texas. 

Mr Youngblood was boro in 
Grand Saline. Texas, on October 
22,1911. He received his BS degree 
from East Texas Station College in 
1939 and his MA degree from the 
College of the Pacific in 1951. He 
served 40 months in the Air Force 
during World War II and was dis- 


1 hfiryed from active duty atTravt* 

Air Force Base in I94fi 

After mi 1 ititjy o rvv <■ tie taught 
the following term as eighth grade 
teacher in (he Vacaville tcYxxAt 
Then followed two years in the 
audicmsua I department of the 
Solano county superintendent of 
schools' office and four years as 
principal of Elm school. He served 
as superintendent of the Vacaville 
high school district from 1952 until 
the time of his death. 

J ust as he was given mention in 
Who's Who in American Education 
in 1951. he became a leader in pub¬ 
lic and community services. 

He served as president of the 
Vacaville Lions Club and last year 
completed his term as governor of 
Distinct 4B-3 for Lions Clubs in 
northern California and as such he 
made official visits to more than 70 
clubs in the district in one year 
In education, he was a member 
of Phi Delta Kappa, honorary 
scholastic society, and area direc 
tor of the California Association of 
Secondary School Administrators. 

He was an elder of the Vacaville 
Community Presbyterian church; a 
member ofRoyal Arch Masons No. 

43; Knights Temp lar No. 38; Order of 

Eastern Star No. 28; Lodge 870 

F&AM ofEdgewr - d Texas; Odd 
F ellows Lodge ofWillis Points, 

Texas; and RagoChristopher Post 
165, American Legion. 

Friends have been asked to 
send memorial gifts to American 
Cancer Society, the Shriners’ Crip¬ 
pled Children’s Society or the 
Community Presbyterian Church 
Memorial Fund 

Active Pallbearers at yester¬ 
day’s services were Gilbert Fogar¬ 
ty, Roy Cobble, Sr, Noland Bagiev, 
James McCrary, Kenneth Glines, 
and George Gammon. 

The Reporter 
Nov. 6.1959 
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A new die-cast zig-zag machine was launched in 1953. It was called the 
Class 20 and was a milestone in the history- of Husqvama s sewing machines. 
The rotating hook without journalled bearings. Husqvama s own invention, was 
a winner In 1955 pattern automatics were added to the machine and it was sub¬ 
sequently called 21. Classes 20 and 21 were the machines which gave 
Husqvama a prominent position on the world market; the advanced technique 

of the machines made a big name for Husqv ama. 
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1 Full Service 



About Our Clients 


INVESTME NT Approac h 
ABOUT QUr CLIENTS 
SERVIC ES PROVinrn 
FULL SERVICE DISCOUNT 

broker age- 

SAFETY__ 

OP CLIENT ASSETS 

CUSTOMIZED PORTFOLIO 
REPORTING SERVICES 

INVESTOR EDUCATION 

IRG vs COMPETITIO N 

ACCOUNT OPENING 
INQUIRES 

BRANCH LOCATIONS 


CLIENT 
ACCESS 


Our clients are people with a desire 
to save and invest. They are hardwork¬ 
ing people from diverse backgrounds 
that want financial security for their 
ranii.ies. Some of our clients are just 
beginning to invest while others have 
accumulated wealth as a result of a 

lifetime oi saving and investing their 
money. 

Most of our clients and prospective 
clit its, however, are somewhere in 
h ; nucli lie.. .the middle of even thing! 

! 1 tey are faced with potential college 
ills in just a few years or concerned 
about setting aside enough money for 
retirement. Tl ley feel as if they should 
do more when it comes to investing 
l ut many do not even Know where to 
begin. They barely have enough time 
to share a meal with their families let 
alone become internet “stock traders.” 

Many of the people that seek us out 
are already somewhat familiar with 
investing and have learned their invest¬ 
ment lessons the hard way. They have 
experienced the poor service and 
excessive commissions and loads 


offered by our Full Price competitors 
and are no longer interested in high 
commission, transaction oriented rela¬ 
tionships. In addition, many have also 
experienced and are disappointed with 
the No-service Discount or Deep Dis¬ 
count brokerage firms. In short, the 
teople that seek us out are looking for 
ligh-quality investment services at an 
affordable rate. 

Our clients desire a long-term rela¬ 
tionship witl i a primary financial advi¬ 
sor that is focused on assisting them 
with the prudent growth and protec¬ 
tion of wealth. In addition, our clients 
require a consistent approach to invest¬ 
ment management that they can trust 
and depend on. 

Investors Resources Group, inc. is a 
National Full Service Discount Broker¬ 
age Firm that has made a significant 
commitment to Solano County. For 
your convenience, our firm has located 
its Corporate Headquarters and a 
Solano County < lient Service Center in 
the heart of old downtown Vacaville. 


We look forward to serving your investment needs: 

Stoc cs • Bonds • Mutual Funds • Roth IRAs • IRA Rollovers 

Company Retirement Plain 

403(b)-TSA Retirement Plans for Education Professionals 


Free I ina ici; College and Retire me Planning Services at 




For more information or to make an appointment 
please call our Solano County Client Service Center at 


800-NO-LOAD-O (800-665- 


or 451-6940 

Or Visit our web-site at WWW.ElfH ieagle.COm 
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Portfolio Manager 


“Once you discover us you'll v 
through fills price brokers 


INVESTORS RESOURCES GROUP, INC 

Broker/Dealer Member NASD/SLPC 

600 E. Main Street, Suite J00 
KUIC Plaza •Vacaville, Ca 95688 

(corner of Main & Davis Streets) 
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Recreation needs 
grow along with 
rest of Vacaville 


B> iVnthia Roberts 
Special to The Reporter 

B oys and Girls Club direc¬ 
tor Bon Hughes had a bij 
problem on his hands in 
1957, 

A total Of 506 boys and girls 
turned out for the first nine meet¬ 
ings of the Boys Club, which met 
three times week and the Girls 
Club, which met two times a 
week. 

The old high school's agricul- 
tural building in Andrews Park 
was hardly big enough for the 
gathering And Hughes was facing 
a 44 percent budget cut because 
the Community Chest hind drive 
did not meet its goal 

Having a park and a place for 
the city's growing group of young¬ 
sters was a new challenge, which 
appeared about the same time 
school enrollment was lopping 
2,000 students in 1966. 

The sale of the old high school 
site to the city as a future park 
was overwhelmingly supported 
by the voters in 1963. 

Children in a town of less than 
3,000 had open spaces to piny and 
just enough civic events to enter¬ 
tain. 

But at the start of 1960s, play¬ 
ing and recreating in a more orga¬ 
nized fashion was becoming a 
concern as the population raced 
to nearly 7,000 in 1956 

In July-1953, a special chil¬ 
dren's room was established with¬ 
in the Vacaville Carnegie 
Library, the first major change 
since it opened in 1915. 

The children's section was 
located downstairs on the west 
side with kid-sized furniture. And 
the collection of books for 
younger readers was expanded. 

Outdoor park space was being 
talked about in the early '50s but 
not much was being done. 

In August 1951, Police Chief 
Elmer King landscaped the small 
circle around his department 's 
flag pole with gras and a sign 
reading "city park, let's make it 
bigger and better,” 

The old high school site was 
renamed Andrew s Park, but 


efforts to raise money for 
improvements didn't gel rolling 
until 1969. 

The city formed a committee 
in 1964 to took at the city recn,^ 
atioo needs. Although a commis¬ 
sion eventually was formed Unit 
year with representatives thorn 
the city and llie elementary’ and 
high schools, the problem was 
finances. 

The Youth Council headed by- 
Eleanor Nelson had its own 
scries of activities for youngsters, 
from dominoes and swimming 
lessons to Little League and Babe 
Ruth baseball leagues But again 
much of it depended on private 
donations. 

A Quonset building in 
Andrew's Park did gel some much 
needed remodeling in 1966 with 
Lite addition of i estrooms and a 
kitchen. 

Finally in 1957. the city of 
Vacaville took on the job of pub¬ 
lic recreation, approving its first 
budget of$l3,076, w'hich included 
a position for a full-time director. 

Summer programs also includ¬ 
ed activities at local school yards, 
plus winter basketball and folk 
dancing. Still, despite all Uiis 
action, the city recreation depart¬ 
ment lacked its own funds and 
depended on schools and the 
Community Chest to pay its bill. 

Vacaville city boosters really 
got beliind recreation at the end 
of the 1950s when a successful 
drive to build a new public swim¬ 
ming pool at Vacaville High 
School was completed. 

The $60,000 project was sup¬ 
ported by the city with business 
leaders, through the ( ham be r of 
Commerce, pledging to raise 
$25,000 

The pool committee reached 
their goal when Basic Vegetable 
Products kicked in the last 

$in,ooo. 

Meanwhile, discussions con¬ 
tinued on funding lights at the 
new 7 middle school, a playground, 
barbecue pits, sidewalks and a , 
sprinkler system for And i ews 
Park, Volunteer help was encour 
aged. 


Vaca Valley Raceways 

opens for f irst event 


J uly 5 will mark the opening 
of the ncv. one-half million 
dollar Vaca Valley Race¬ 
ways when the San Francis¬ 
co Region of the Sports Car 
Club of America will sanction 
two days of sports car road races 
on Saturday and Sunday during 
the coming Fourth of July week¬ 
end. 

This new racing facility, 
located on a 20<kacre site three 
miles east of the Nut Tree 
restaurant oIT Highway 40 near 
Vacaville, is the second track in 
the state to be built for sports 
car racing, Laguna Seca being 
the first. 

Now under construction by 
Syar and Harms of Sacramento, 
the aceway is the first in the 
nation to incorporate a mile and 
a quarter oval, a 4,500 foot drag 
strip and a sports car road track. 
Indianapolis type cars, sprint 
cars, midgets, dragsters, and 
sports cars, will compete at this 
new western race center, 


Unique in design the sports 
ear section features a three- 
quarter mile straightaway fol¬ 
lowed by a 1,000 foot diameter 
banked turn, then into a 185 
degree horseshoe curve. A 
se i ies of six additional turns 
with varied straightaways will 
complete the 2,1 mile course. 

The sports car track was 
designed in cooperation with 
the Sports Car Club of America 
for maximum driver and specta¬ 
tor safety. According to Harry 
Burdg, of Vacaville, general 
manager, this will not only be 
the safest but the fastest track in 
the nation and he expects 30,000 
fans to bear him witness come 
July 5 and 6. 

Parking for over 15,000 cars, 
sanitary facilities, concession 
areas, and grandstand seating, a 
rarity of sports car race enthusi¬ 
asts will assure spectator com¬ 
fort during the two day event. 

The Reporter 
June 13,1958 


300 race at tracks opeii ing 


T o the delight of several 
thousands of spectators 
who bronzed under the 
sun most of the day, 
more than 300 of the hottest 
hotrodders in California and 
Nevada turned out last Monday 
to inaugurate the Northern Cali¬ 
fornia Drag Strip, six miles 
noi theasl of Vacaville, 

The success of the venture, 
the product of owners Royce 
Ralterman and Harry Burdg. 
points l«* i hi* certainty that drag 
racing is here tn stay 


No accurate count was taken 
of the number of spectators who 
witnessed the events during the 
day, but stale drag racing offi¬ 
cials pronounced it one of the 
largest turnouts for drag racing 
m Northern California. 

Shortly alter 1 p.m. Vacaville 
Mayor Albert Porter cut the rib 
bon of the strip to signal the 
start of elimination runs. 

The Reporter 
Sept. 7,1956 
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The Saturday Club float passes through the Fiesta Days parade in 1959, the first year the event 


Repnitui Hill pTiatos 

was called merely Fiesta Days. 



Fiesta Days 

begins to 
gait i steal n 

By Barbara Smith 
Special to the Reporter 

elebrating Vacaville's 
western and Hispanic 
past goes much further 
back in time than the 
most recent Fiesta Days. 

It goes back to a time nearly a 
half-century ago, when Vacans 
came together to celebrate the 
city’s 100th anniversary. 

“it’s Fiesta Time in Vaca Val¬ 
ley" was tile theme of the Vaca¬ 
ville Centennial Fiesta in late 
September 1950. The three-day 
birthday party to celebrate the 
city’s auspicious beginning would 
set the stage for future fiestas that 
continue to this day. 

Vacaville’s Allied Council, 
headed by president Richard E. 
Col fer, served as the steering 
committee for the original fiesta. 
Coffer roped in local civic organi¬ 
zations and clubs to form a Cen¬ 
tennial Fiesta committee. 

Mayor Albert Porter set "Sept. 
29,30, and Oct. 1 as Vacaville Cen¬ 
tennial Fiesta Days, and request 
all residents to wear Spanish, 
Indian, Western, or any costumes 
appropriate in the commemora¬ 
tion of the last 100years,” 

During the celebration, events 
wore held at the Elm school play¬ 
ground and at the high school. 
The Lions Club put on both a 

street dance at Elm, featuring 
The Californians, an eight-piece 
orchestra, ami a grand ball at the 
high school, with music by Frank 
Porcella and his 1 1-plece arches 
tra. 

A "historical pageant” with a 
cast of200 enacting "main eras of 
what is known ofVaca Valley, 
A*om the wilderness, to the Indian 
and Spanish, to the cowboys, to 
llie new eras,” was staged at Klin. 

With a cast ofllie Bay Area's 
leading Spanish entertainers 
dancing and singing, a Spanish 
Show was held in the high school 
gym. 

A queen’s contest, horse show, 
carnival, spoiling events and a 
Kiddie and Ret Parade were 
Other events staged by early Fies¬ 
ta volunteers. 

The "mammoth parade” was 
sponsored and organized by Fire 
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A band marches in 
the 1959 Fiesta 
Days parade 
(above), while 
women dressed in 
Western wear are 
handed prizes 
during a Fiesta 
Days event. 


Chief Warren Hughes and the 
Vacaville Fire Department Fire 
fighters would organize the 
parade for the next 40 years. 

lCven though the original orga 
ni/rr.s dorlared the a fiesta to he 
an annual event it Would be rigid 
years before interest in the com¬ 
munity celebration was renewed. 
This time, the name of the cele¬ 
bration would change, hut not tin 
theme. 

“Vacaville Western Fiesta,” hold 

(him July 7 to.Inly 13,1958, included 
a rodeo held at the new high school 
grounds and a squaiv-dance festival 
atthe Bank of America parking lot 
on l*arker Street. 

Many events moved to 
Andrews Park, including the 
community barbecue, the queen s 
contest mid a tug of war over a 
mud puddle. Andrews Park today 
pa pain s the stage for many Fiesta 
Days events. 

New traditions ware bom dur¬ 
ing the 1958 fiesta. The Whiskeri- 
no contest was a big hit Men 


caught clean shaven wore locked 
into a makeshift jail set up down 
town. Western and Hispanic dec 
orations began appearing on 
downtown store iVonls. Even 
homes were decorated in the 
spirit of the season The entire 
City Council met in regular ses¬ 
sion dressed in fyll fiesta regalia 

An estimated 10,000 people 
watched the 1008 Fiesta Days 
parade. 1 leading the parade were 
Joseph and John Pena, gieat- 
great great grandsons of two of 
Vacaville's founder's, Manuel 
Vaca and John Puna. 

The name of the 1959celelir.i 
tion was shortened to “Fiesta 
Days” and has remained so for 40 
years 

While hundreds ofVacans 
have served on Fiesta Days com 
miltees. several residents have 
made notable contributions in 
preserving the traditions and 
spirit of the celebration 

John and Nielia Vasquez and 
family have been volunteering at 


annual fiestas for over 35years. 
John Vasques has served as gen¬ 
eral chairman twice, and the fam¬ 
ily Was honored is grand mar¬ 
shals of the parade In 1988. The 
award -winning V;im|uoz Family 
Float remains a highlight of the 
Fiesta Days parade, 

Com McNunn served on the 
Fiesta Days committee IVom 1966 
to 1995, acted as general chair¬ 
man three times, and was hon¬ 
ored as grand marshal of the 
Fiesta Days parade in 1990, 
Hershel Smith, a fiesta volun¬ 
teer since 1970. served ns general 
chairman twice, and was parade 
marshal in 1993. in hum. Smith 
organized a reunion banquet at 
tile Nut Tree restaurant in which 
eveiy past general chairman, 
parade marshal, and queen since 
1058 were honored. 

While the name ol the celeb ra 
lion has changed, from < Vnlen 
nial Fiesta” to “Western Fiesta" 
and to Fiesta Days,” the trade 
toiiis and spirit renum the same 
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Fite department growth sparked in’ 50 s 



Volunteers 
help build 
new station 


By Brian Hamlin 

Staff Writer 

fter decades of wander¬ 
ing from building to 
building in old down- 
.town Vacaville, the 
city's volunteer Fire Depart¬ 
ment dedicated its first built- 
from-the-ground-up firehouse in 
March 1958. 

As described in The 
Reporter on March 28,1958, the 
new fire station was a state-of- 
the-art marvel, complete with 
electrically operated doors and 
a bar. 

"Besides a large equipment 
room, the building contains a 
large meeting room for the fire¬ 
men with large fireplace and 
built-in bar; an elaborately 
equipped kitchen with built-in 
ovens and ranges and a dish- 
ishen restrooms for men and 
)men; office space for the 
chief and a large room which 
can be used for sleeping quar¬ 
ters when the day comes that 
Vacaville has paid firemen on 
24 hours a day.” 

The amenities may not seem 
like much on the eve of the mil¬ 
lennium, but small-town fire¬ 
houses in the mid-1950s seldom 
had such amenities as an auto¬ 
matic d shwasher or women’s 
restroom. 

The station’s big, automatic 
equipment room doors were 
another bragging point for local 
firefighters: 

“One of the features of the 
new building is the electrically 
controlled door system which 
raises and lowers the six huge 
doors in the front of the build¬ 
ing in one operation, or they 
may be electrically operated 
individually.” 

aCentral heating, a self-con¬ 
tained fuel supply and a big 
backyard with room for a bar¬ 
becue were also part of Vaca- 
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The city’s new fire* 
house (above) was built 
in the late 1950s by 
mostly volunteer help. 
Warren Hughes and 
Howard Wood Sr. (right), 
the first and second 
paid fire chiefs for the 
city, talk during the 
department’s 100th 
anniversary in 1995. 


Reporter file photos 

ville’s first fire station. 

Although the building was 
leveled in 1997 to make way for 
an expanded senior citizens’ 
center, the structure at the cor¬ 
ner of Dobbins and Kendal 
streets served as the Fire 
Department headquarters and a 
symbol of community volun- 
teerism for its nearly 40 years, 
tJnder the command of Fire 



"One oj the features of 
the new building is the 
electrically controlled door 
system which raises and low' 
ers the six huge doors in the 
front of the building in one 
operation, or they may 
be electrically operated 
individually." 

The Reporter 

March 28,1958 


Chief G. Warren Hughes — 
Vacaville’s first full-time, paid 
fire chief — the building initial¬ 
ly was home to 25 volunteer per¬ 
sonnel who were responsible for 
fire and rescue duties inside the 
city limits as well as in the 
adjoining rural Vacaville Fire 
Protection District. 

The fire district is now head¬ 
quartered on Vine Street, 


Constructed under city con¬ 
tract by builders from through¬ 
out Solano, Napa and Sacra¬ 
mento counties, the project also 
received a helping hand from 
dozens of local volunteers and 
the firefighters themselves. 

The headquarters cost a 
whopping $46,000, with the Fire 
Department providing an addi¬ 
tional $6,000 from its budget for 


furnishings. 

First proposed in 1954, con¬ 
struction on the new fire station 
began in November 1956, and 
the building was finished by the 
end of 1957. 

Today, Vacaville boasts 71 
personnel and four modem fire 
stations, with the department 
headquarters located at Station 
1 on South Orchard Avenue. 


Citys first 

paid chief 
is named. 


By Brian Hamlin 

Staff Writer 

acaville took a big step 
into professional fire¬ 
fighting in 1956 when 
the City Council decid¬ 
ed to hire the community’s first 
paid, full-time are chief. G. War¬ 
ren Hughes. 

Hughes, a native of Oakland 
who grew up in Suisun Valley, 
was a former Southern Pacific 
Railroad employee and had been 
a member of the small Vacaville 
department since 1941. 

He was elected chief of the 
all-volunteer organization seven 
years later and became the 26- 
member department's first paid 
chief in July 1956. 

Acco s ding to The Reporter of 
July 27,1956, the appointment 
was made “as an emergency 
measure necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the 
public health and safety," 

The city ordinance creating 
the new paid chiefs position fur¬ 
ther noted that “the rapid 
growth of the city- of Vacaville 
with tlie resulting increase of 
fire hazards and of fire has ren¬ 
dered inadequate the existing 
system of a volunteer, part-time 
fire chief 

It called for the new chief to 
organize and direct die activities 
of the Fire Department, enforce 
fire codes and ordinances, coor¬ 
dinate firefighting activities and 
formulate departmental rules as 
well as put together the agency's 
annual budget 

Hughes was instrumental in 
the opening of the city’s first per 
manent fire station on Dobbins 
Street in 1958 and continued to 
serve there as fire chief until his 
retirement in 1971. 

Hundreds of firefighters 
marched through downtown 
Vacaville to honor file former 
chief following his death in 1996 
at the age of 89. 
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The Sept. 19,1958, edition of The Reporter, one of 
only a handful of Extra editions ever produced by the 
newspaper, reveals the horror of the event. 



The old 
Vacaville High 
School gym 
burned on 
Aug. 5,1953, 
in what is now 
Andrews Park. 
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Three children killed in fire 


T he worst holocaust in Vacaville 
history, not in properly dam¬ 
age, but in loss of life, shortly 
alter 2 o'clock Friday morning 
claimed the lives of three youngsters at 
a raging fire at the William B Callison 
home on the comer of Stevenson and 
Boyd streets. Lorna Underwood 11, 
Sheila Callison 3, and Jimmy Callison 5, 
were found by firemen m the charred 
bedroom of the large home, dead from 
heal and smoke. Two of the bodies were 
>jie floor and one was in a bunk bed. 
t .,e youngsters presumably were all 
asleep and were trapped before they 

were able to awaken 

The flames had gained great head¬ 
way before the alarm was sounded, and 
(he old bmldiny burned like a torch, 
lighting up the sky for miles. Firemen 
trom Hi* Vacaville fir* depaitment 
entered the bed mom as soon as they 


possibly could, when (old Dial 111* dill 
dren were missing, and found (In' three 
youngsters. Efforts to revive two nftho 
youngsters by artificial respiration were 
given up when it was found that they 
had died from the intense heat. 

In the confusion that existed during 
the fire it was learned that I here were 
11 or 12 people sleeping in the house at 
the lime ol'the fire, These included 
William Callison, his three children who 
perished, and his four other children, 
Leisa Callison 2, Larry Underwood 13, 
Laura Underwood 9, and Lorraine 
Underwood 7 Mr Underwood lost his 
life in an accident in Oregon about five 
years ago, and Mrs. Underwood married 
Callison about four years ago. Also in 
the house at the time was Alberta 
Rums, 31, of Del hart, Texas, a sister-in- 
law to Callison, who had been staying at 
the Callison home for the past month. 


Two now arrivals al the homo only a few 
hours earlier were < ’laylon Burns, 14, 
and Tolly Warren, 14, both of t’e\.»s. 

In riddling his story to the Reporter 
Clayton Bums said lie first noticed the fire 
“I aiming in Ihe front pail of the house," 
which could have meant the front porch or 
a fr ont room. 'Hid bedrooms wore all in the 
east poriion ol the residence, and had the 
yoimgstei-s been awakened in lime they 
could have easily jumped from live bed 
room windows Some of die children were 
sleeping on a back porch. Clayton also told 
the Reporter. Don’t use Polly Warren’s 
name in the paper," implying that her 
whereabouts were to be kept secret She 
had come withClayUm to Uie Callison home 
only a few hours earlier from Texas 

Extra! 
The Reporter 
Sc pi. 19,1958 


V g acavilie’s worst fire since 
the $250,000 destruction of 
the Diamond Match Compn- 
pi uit on March 19,1950, 
early Wednesday atlenuxm wrought 
complete ruin to the old high school 
brick building. As school buildings go, 
it was not considered old, for it had 
served school purposes for “2 years 
and as civic offices for the past year. 

Within an hour alter the alarm was 
turned in at 1:45 p.m., n blazing infer¬ 
no had charred the bowels of the gym 
nnsium, leaving the bare brick walls 
to surround the smoldering ruins. 

Little, if any, ol the building may be 
salvaged, The flames were under con 
trol by scores of firemen and many 
pieces of equipment before they could 
lick into the two-story east wing How¬ 
ever, damage to reinforcements and 
smoke and water appeared to have 
destroyed any further use of that 
remaining wing. 

Ihe building was covered by 
$30,000 insurance, which when colled 
ed ( will undoubtedly apply fit the 
bonded indebtedness of the school 
district 

According to insurance records, a 
1951 report showed tlu brick tnublmg 
had an estimated replacement value 
of $167,493 and an insurance value *4 


$116,547 The estimated replacement 
value of nil buildings on the site 
excluding real estate! was $311,599, 
and the insurance value was $189,657. 

Origin of the fire remains a mys¬ 
tery. It had gained great headway 
when Num Pong, Pity Recreation 
Department director, turned in the 
alarm. He reported he was on the 
adjoining baseball field while young¬ 
sters were at play when he was 
attracted by smoke reaching out of the 
roof ill the north end of the gymnasi- 
mu. There was no indication the fire 
had started in the basement furnace 
at that end, which was not in use. 

The entire gymnasium of lumber, 
except for the brick walls and steel 
trusses, was engulfed in frames in a 
matter of minutes and no attempt was 
made to quench the fire then* Fire 
fighters concentrated on preventing 
the fire from reaching the east wing 
and the old frame budding toward 
which flames were In kingeagerb A 
southwest bree/e narrowly uu-cd 
starting the fra in* - <<n tin 1 dvr btuki 
ihg which is now penn .i . i.tt d>.m 
doited allot* h.ivbu: * n . .! (In 111 * 
.chool dish 1*1 IOI Ill III b.dl i 

century. 

The- toforv-i 
Aug 7.1 























































24 


» r if ii * 


t'f trjRTEH 



I 

I 


every budget. At 


workmanship at a 


COMPLETE PAINTING SERVICES 

STARTING AT... 
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Smart Pack™ 

VALUE PREP ' PRESIDENTIAL 



Reg. <349 


The World's Leading 
Paint & Bodyworks Experts. 

See the Pros at Maaco for all your autobody needs. 

Vans, wagons, trucks and commercial vehicles are extra. Rust anc bodywork by 
estimate. Prices are for vehicles with paintable surfaces. Some vehicles may 
require surface reconditions at an additional charge. Some restrictions apply 


OFFER EXPIRES 9/10/99, AD MUST &E PRESENTED AT THE TIME 
M Of ESTIMATE not VALID WTTH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

MAAGO AmId Raring & Bodyworks umqji are rdepondordy i of 

MAACO Er^rpr ^ m* -J'd 'Cvr; ^T 



FRE; Estimates 
Expert Body Repair 
Nationwide Guarantee 


Oven Baked Finish 
Thousands of Colors 


jSuper Pack 

(VALUE PREP SUPREME 



Reg. * 499 ” 


OFFER EXPIRES 9/10/99, AD MUST BE PRESENTH) AT THE 
OF ESTIMATE NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFTER. 

AiAo fa rt in g & canMn ant r rhfamianA fanckmt Ci 

Erderr* Inc - <st a rl ' rv. v v . 


(707) 451-6140 

777 Elmira Rd. • Vacaville 
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arol Watkins succumbs 
ust as benefit begins 


T he Carol Watkins Fund, 
cA> Lions Club, Vaca¬ 
ville," was initiated 
^ ednesdaj before the eyes of 
thousands of televiewers, even 
as tiie four-year-old leukemia 
victim was desperately clinging 
to life at the University of Cali¬ 
fornia Hospital in San Francisco. 

' he television audiences that 
dialed to Les Malloy's Show on 
KGO-TV Wednesday afternoon 
saw and heard Bud Wykoll and 
Harry Talbot. Jr., make an 
appeal for Hinds needed to pro¬ 
vide the necessary medical care 
for the child The two men had 
earlier in the week been invited 
in a letter to the Lions Club to 
appear on the program. When 
they noted that the local Commu¬ 
nity Chest and Lions Club had 
pledged financial support, Les 
Malloy pledged the appeal 
would continue with another 
telecast if necessary. 

Thus, northern California 
newspapers and television have 
throu gh publicity given a heart¬ 
warming approach to the desper 
ate financial need of the child’s 
family. Just so, thousands will be 
watching her progress. But 


because of the nature of her ill¬ 
ness, it may be several weeks 1 
before her chances ot survival 
can be determined. Yesterday 
her condition remained 
unchanged from the previous 
week and a question developed 
whether her affliction was really 
leukemia, so rare and dreadful is 
the disease Nor was it learned 
whether she would be trans¬ 
ferred to the Laguna Honda Hos¬ 
pital in San Francisco. 

Mail responses to earlier 
appeals were received by the 
child’s paj enls and by the Lions 
Club this week. Several con¬ 
tained donations and it was 
interesting to note the sugges¬ 
tions for cure contained in oth¬ 
ers. 

Hospital expenses guaran¬ 
teed by the Vacaville Communi¬ 
ty Chest were exhausted yester¬ 
day. It is hoped the television 
and newspaper appeals will add 
to the Lions Club’s efforts to 
obtain necessary' funds to con¬ 
tinue the much needed hospital¬ 
ization. 

Carol Watkins died today. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 11,1952 



improves slightly 


F our-year-old Glenn Taylor 
was reported somewhat 
improved yesterday at the 
University of California Hospi¬ 
tal in San Francisco, following 
another major operation. He 
had undergone surgery shortly 
before Christmas for the 
removal of a cancer-infested 
kidney and a section of intes¬ 
tine. 

It was indicated that if the 
present rate of progress contin¬ 
ues, the child will be allowed to 
return to the home of his par¬ 


ents, Mr. and Mrs. Harold V. 
Taylor, in Vacaville in a week or 
two. Although he has been pro¬ 
nounced out of danger now, the 
effect of the operations will not 
probably be known for some 
time- 

While at the hospital, Mrs. 
Taylor visited with Mrs. A1 
Watkins to comfort the Watkins' 
daughter, Carol, who is critical¬ 
ly ill there with leukemia. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 11,1952 
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This means that MORE THAN 

* -r 

EVER we must drive carefully 
Careful driving requires good 
brakes. 

A * 9 

CHECK YOUR BRAKES TODAY 


Good Deal Garage 


654 Moin St. 


Dial 2040 


School’s Open 




This advertisement In The Reporter on Sept. 14,1951, for the Good Deal Garage, reminds motorists to get their brakes 
checked “School is now open.” And that “means that MORE THAN EVER we must drive carefully.” 


School board rejects polio immunization 


-w-n a 3-2 vote after a spirited 
I discussion, the board of 
Atrustees of the Vaca Valley 
elementary school district in 
regular session Monday night 
shied away from the district s 
participation in a proposed 
polio immunization program for 
students. 

The board's action, in effect, 
shut the door on a recommenda¬ 
tion of school nurses to make 
polio shots available to alt ele¬ 
mentary school children at $1 
per shot 

If the action stands pupils 
will have to go to their own 
physicians if their parents wish 


Nurse recommendation overlooked 


them to inoculated with the 
polio vaccine. 

The nurses’ recommendation 
was made to District Superin¬ 
tendent Robert B. Pokomy, who 
then asked the board, without 
making a recommendation, to 
consider'he proposal as a mat 
ter of policy. 

Under the proposal, pupils 
who had not received all of their 
shots previously could receive 
them at their school at the rate 
of $1 each'for the first, second or 
third shots, or $3 for the series. 


Those who had not received the 
full series could also get the 
remainder at $1 each. 

The shots would be adminis¬ 
tered by a physician by appoint¬ 
ment on a particular date The 
school district would pay 75 
cents for the vaccine for a single 
shot. The balance would be used 
to help defray costs of the ser 
vices of a physician. It was 
believed that the program cost 
would be almost negligible to 
the district 

Free or near-free polio 


immunization programs are no 
longer available in Vacaville. 

The recommendation of the 
nurses was made after they 
showed preference for the polio 
program over the free diphi he- 
ria-tetanus program. 

Board members voting for 
the polio immunization program 
were Ellis Savides and Lloyd 
Sponsler. Mrs. James Kimbell 
broke a 2-2 vote after M rs. 

Robert H. Power and Douglas 
Thompson had voted against it. 

The Reporter 
Nov. 6,1959 
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Pre-Seed Senices * CremaHun Sendees 

(707) 446-3233 
524 Elmira Road ‘ Vacaville 




The New Look of Christian Dior could still 
be seen in fashion throughout the fifties for 
shirtwaists or skirt and blouse, both with 
full skills and slim-fitting bodices. 
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431 Main St., Downtown Vacaville • 707/452-1114 
'Dies. - Fri., 10-6 • Sat., 10-5 • Evenings by appointment 


Stylish Women’s 
Fashions 

We offer personal, courteous service 
with a smile and prices 
that will put a smile on your face. 



The most powerful handgun 
ever made was an instant hit 
after being used by Clint 
> Eastwood in “ Dirty Harry” 


The .44 iry~ jW 

Magnum is the flag- 
ship of the Smith & 

Wesson product Une. 

The .44 Magnum (f 

round was a lengthened 
,44 Special case boded to a 
power (rue! previously urtkown JH| 
in revolvers. A strengthened N 
frame revolver was designed to 
handle the new pressure levels. 
Smith A Wesson has continually 
improved the design and current pro 
duction guns include recent engineer 
ing changes that have significantly 
enhanced the durability of the gun 


860 Alamo Drive (In Alamo Plaza) 

(707) 451 -1198 

Hours: Tues., 12-7, Wed.-Frl., 10-6, Sat., 9-5 



7 ontii dr Qary QonzaCes , Ousters 


“Troud to Be a IPart 
of ‘Dozcnto'wn 
MacaviCCe ” 




Unique Qijts 


Gourmet ‘foods 


Custom (gift 'Haslets for fifty Occasion 



354 Merchant St. 


440-0333 
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Summer 

theater to 
begin soon 

T he second production of 
the Vacaville Summer 
Theatre will be placed 
before the public on the 
evenings of August 22.23, and 
24, with curtain time at 8:30. 
Taking place in the Community 
Theatre annex, a series of the 
one-act plays will be presented, 
each under a different director. 
The “pieces de resistance" for 
the evening will be highlights 
from “Showboat” 

“Showboat” is being given 
frill treatment and will be 
under the musical direction of 
Lawrence Record, and will be 
staged by Charles Lovell. Elsa 
Sevilla will be the accompanisL 
Soloists, singing the well-known 
and well-loved hit songs from 
“Showboat” will be Dennis 
Dicks, Barbara Linfesty, 

William Divine, Doris Goupp, 
Jean McGraw, Anne Mae Anast, 
Marianna Pokorny and Mabel 
Klotz. The chorus will consist of 
the above plus Kenneth Barron, 
Jean Sabean. Adrian Hendrix, 
Ellen Marks, Roger Dicks and 
Marcia Boyd. Dance routines 
are under the direction of Stan¬ 
ley Ware. 

The Reporter 
Aug, 17,1956 

Copter takes man 
to Nut Tree lunch 

W hen a helicopter land¬ 
ed in the green field 
adjacent to the Nut 
Tree on Wednesday, there was 
every possibility that it may 
have been an emergency land¬ 
ing, but when the pilot walked 
into the dining room he said he 
had merely dropped in for 
lunch. 

The Reporter 
May 12,1950 
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Positively Ends Saturday 


MURE 


ROM THE 


BUCK LAGOON 


PLUS 


Tony Curtis - Frank Lovejoy 



Doors Open at 1:00 P. M, 


★ 

★ 
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3-Big Features-3 
N0 ’-“Hiawatha” IN COLOR 
N0 ^“Beachhead” IN C0LM 
3 “Creature Fro« Blacl: Lagoon” 



NOTE TO PARENTS: Schedule is arttwg | 
ed so that Junior can see “Hiawatha" and 
“Beachhead" without seeing “Creature'' 
if you care to have the small fry leave 
during the intermission. 



This ad for the 
Vacaville 
Theatre in the 
June 25,1954, 
Reporter lists 
some of the lat¬ 
est offerings at 
the movie 
house, includ¬ 
ing “School’s 
Out” Matinee 
Saturday. 


Widow Pleasants’ services, 
burial held in Winters 


F uneral services for Mrs. 
Mary H. Pleasants, 86, 
widow of the late Ansel P. 
Pleasants, after whose family 
Pleasants Valley was named, 
were held last Saturday in SI. 
Anthony's Catholic church in 
Winters. She died early last 
1 liursday morning at Sutter 
Hospital in Sacramento after a 
lengthy illness. Interment was at 
the Winters cemetery. 

For many years before she 
became ill several months ago, 
Mrs. Pleasants was most active. 
She wrote numerous articles for 
this newspaper describing the 
early days in Pleasants Valley of 
which she was a prominent part. 
Her late husband, who preced¬ 
ed her i n death about ten years 
ago, was the son of W.J. Pleas¬ 
ants who has been credited with 
being the first commercial fruit 
grower in California. He settled 
in the valley which now bears 
his name less than a year after 
the Vacas and Penas settled in 
Vaca Valley in 1842. His family 


"She wrote numerous 
articles for this newspaper 
describing the early days 
in Pleasants Valley " 

has lived on the same ranch 
since he built the first home in 

the Valley. 

A native oflowa, Mrs, Pleas- , . 
ants moved to San t ran cisco as 
a child. As a young woman she 
moved to the Pleasants district 
to teach school and there mar¬ 
ried the younger Pleasants. In 
failing health since November 
of last year, she had been stay¬ 
ing with her daughter, Mrs. 
Clarence Gilmore, in Sacramen- j, 
to, until death claimed her. 

bn addition to Mrs. Gilmore, 
she is survived by another 
daughter, Mrs. Emil Stem of 

Oakland; a sister, Mrs. F.W. 

Willis of Woodland, and three 
granddaughters. 

The Reporter .. 
Feb. 16,1951, 


Pronjjinent local rancher, 
Caesar Bradanini. dies 


F uneral services for Caesar 
Bradanini, 86, retired, 
prominent Vacaville 
rancher, who died Sunday at the 
Woodland Clinic after confine¬ 
ment there for 18 days, were 
held Wednesday with High Mass 
being said at the Vacaville St. 
Mary’s Church. Rosary was 
recited Tuesday evening at the 
McCune Chapel. Father Michael 
Garvey officiated at the ser¬ 
vices. Interment was at the 
Vacaville-Elmira cemetery. 

A native of Italy, Bradanini 
had been a resident of Califor¬ 
nia for 60 years. He was a promi¬ 
nent orchardist in the English 
Hills section for many years. 


He is survived by his widow, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bradanini; six 
sons, Enrico, Rudolph, John and < 
Joe, all of Vacaville, Tim of 
Dixon and Caesar Bradanini of 
Richmond, and two brothers, 

J im Bradanini of Auburn and 
Pto Bradanii 11 of Connecticut 
Acting as pallbearers were 
John Yolo, Achilles Paniz2a, 
Victor Corbella, Louie Mariani, 
Caesar Bradanini and Mike 
Libonati. 

I a 

Also surviving are seven 
grandchildren: Michael, Kath¬ 
leen, Raymond. Robert Shirley, 
James and Lily. 

The Reporter 
Dec. 8,1950 


Three generations of our 
family use COIT to clean our 
carpets, draperies and sofas. 


For over 45 years, COIT's advanced equipment and full\ 
trained, certified technicians have provided the most effective 
cleaning available to assure you the best results possible; 
and we guarantee it! 



granny 



N 


CO]T clean my two white sofas. It saved me 
irom throwing them out and buyin new on 
They're so clean they're like new. 


Michelle Steiner with her mother Jane & Granny 
Angeline. Satisfied COIT customers since I960. 


Michelle Steiner 



Call for a 
FREE estimate! 
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Coit's Choice of the House Sale 
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WHEN YOU DO! 
BOTHATTHE | 
SAME TIME! i 
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Vacaville 


425-3807 


Experience 

Yo u C an Trus t 



FOR LOCAL SERVICE C A L I 




8 0 O 


F O R 


( 1 -800-367-2648) 


-COIT 

www.coit.co m 





















































Movies 
right in 
own homes 


A lr - v ° 11 Unnl ol>ilngto 

thr movirs * [)»KflliKs(i>rN 
-with h»nrt<M>r»:i»lcJ. 11 c■ rr> 

! n ' , H"iHbyconipli-x(..N.rnw 
' "bo Mrum imtj 
dan reha II querns who finally 


™»rry (hr l! s Marshal I .or 
you** 


V 


< lieorup Soon you can brim- 

nr movlea right Into your 
home! 


According t<- television 

t’xpt'its, inside of a year or two 

‘i vviii i„ i>. j ble to cal] your 
telephone operator and ask that 
Hollywood’s Intest opus be 
piped direct to your own living 
™ om • Ml close you'll almost be 
able to scent Channel number 
five. Tbe charge for this miracle 
only a dollar —will appear 
the end of the month on your 
telephone bill. 

It won't be* exactly like the 
movies, of course. You won't be 
able to stand in line at the box 
oiTice, jump up and down, hat in 
band, whenever someone wants 
io get by, or surreptitiously 
watch the hand-holdliu: couple 
sitting next to you when your 
interest lags in the picture, 
'^And what about popcorn? No 
.■>vie is complete without it. 
Unless the telephone company 
devises a way to shoot n handful 
of the crunchy stuff through the 
telephone receiver, we predict 
that tele-movies will achieve 
only indifferent success. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 13,1950 


The Pacific Gas & Electric ad 
of Sept. 20,1957, urges 
parents to buy a new TV so 
the kids can have one of their 
own. It also shows an early 
TV-vlewer habits poll. 


-# B ® saMEBa w 

TV'S MORE FUN... 

when there’s a second one 



U«c the chart to Uks a poll of vour 
family m I V I-'in lea (if you can't gel 
together, a afcond wt fa o,,. tuawerj. 

C/iT/.i 7 / 


With mo much good entertainment in 
tin** ^nil, ;i WYoiuj vviii itu'jiri 
mnrti fun for wryonrin the family. The 
hut* cst\ have their -i horiv nprrjis*' 

{behind domed doom)... mid Mom i-nd 
1 > id emi w aid I their favorjtn iirngrrnn, 
too. Low pricen make thin the ttme to 
huy that aceond TV mot r ,.m\d turn 
your old model over to the kids. 

Electricity is cheap in California! P*GHE» 

f uffu C*i €*dSktkto / 
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Godfrey uses joke sent 
in by Vacaville resident 


A ibort tlrtur ago, Mn, L El 
William** sijhrnith-d a joke 
*o Arthur f#odln y uigrt^d 
" f \ helmn Willramg," which h ft 
read on his program 
In juit a few days, Mrs, 
Williams received a letter from a 
listener of the program, Mro, 
Irene North of Johnson City, New 
York asking her if slio was the 
granddaughter of Richard 
Reirrmitz. Mrs. North explained 
that he had never known any of 
her reinlives hut did remember 
tin'll many years ago, tier uncle, 
Mr, Reimmtz of California, had 
visited at their home and men¬ 
tioned his granddaughter, Thel- 
ma Williams, also of California. 
Mrs. North also wrote that she 
had a daughter, Mrs, Rill Alves, 


living in Colrna, California, who 
had been urging her to row; 
west. 

A Iriend of Mrs, William* on 
making a trip to Colma. contacted 
Mr*. Alves, whereupon Mr and 
Mj Alve wen - nreonl visitor i at 
the Williams 1 home. After show 
ing of "family aitnjms 1 and a very 
congenial day, Mrs Alves wrote 
her mother and convinced her 
she would thoroughly enjoy her 
new-found relatives The result is 
that Mrs. North If moving to Cali 
fomia in April of this year. 

The Williams will meet in per¬ 
son, the relative who was found 
through a joke. 

The Reporter 
Feb, 15 t 1952 


Listeners can hear local 
KNBC radio broadcast 


T he radio broadcast origi¬ 
nating at the Nut Tree this 
morning at ft 30 will go on 
the air over KNBC’ at 930 and 
radio listeners here will be able 
to tune in on (lie program to hear 
the voices of many local people. 
The broadcast, sponsored by the 
SDP. Club of Vacaville, will fea¬ 
ture Jane Lee and her Woman's 
Magazine of the Air, which has 
come a popular program for 
Pacific Coast listeners. 

Although the breakfast and 


program at the Nut Tree this 
forenoon will start at 830, the 
actual broadcast over th< air 
lanes will not start until 930 and 
will last a half hour. 

Tickets for the breakfast and 
broadcast have been on sale, and 
from advance sales a good sized 
audience will be present 
A Jan Lee broadcast was held 
here several years ago at the 
Annex, and drew a capacity crowd. 

The Reporter 
June 16,1950 


TV tower being erected 


E ngineers of the Pacific Tele¬ 
phone and Telegraph Com¬ 
pany were working on a 
lower this week on the Rivera 
ranch south of Vacaville. As far 
as can be gathered the company 
will erect a micro-wave relay sta¬ 
tion, one of several to be built on 


the west coast, designed to make 
television reception better 
between television centers on the 
coast The land on which the com¬ 
pany is building the tower was 
purchased from E H. Uhl 

The Reporter 
April 21,1950 




Enter to win a FREE Jet setter spa.* 

($5,295 retail value) 


• 1st Annual Statewide Hot Spring® spa sale (now ‘til September 6, 1999) 

• Your own mini vacation spot has never been more convenient or easy to use. 

• The only spa company to have a model awarded a “Best Buy” by 
Consumers Digest Magazine everytime they’ve rated spas. 


1 

Come In and experience the Ultimate Evolution of Relaxation*..24 years in the making. 




HotSpring 

Pot table Spas 


Built for a 


lifetime of relaxation 



VAC AVI LIE 

1021 Mason Street 

(Near I BO) 

707.451.9880 

*No purchase 


SACRAMENTO 

2230 Arden Way 

(Behind Arby s) 

916.651.9540 


ROSEVILLE 

1850 Douglas Blvd. 

01 Max Plaza) 

916.772.7319 


ELK GROVE 

9117 Stockton Blvd. 

(Market Dace 09) 

916.714.1090 


necessary. Visit participating dealers for more Information and Official Rules and Regulations. 
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^ What’s 

Cookin 




f 



The jbMotetnp rxvtjvs in 

fftr Reporter and ramefrOW JotYi/ 
renders. 

L fei 

Peach Cake 

• 3 cups sifted (lour 

• 2/3 cup sugar 

• l 1.4 cup butter or margarine 
.• 5 egg yolks 

• 8 peeled peaches 

• 1/3 to 1/2 cup sugar 

• 1 egg. beaten 

Sift (lour, add 2/3 cup sugar. 
Drop in butter and blend until 
mixture is crumbly. Add egg 
yolks and mix until dough forms 
a ball. Divide dough. Roll ha if of 
dough into a rectangle and 
place it on cookie sheet. Make a 
border out of strips of dough 1/2 
inch wide. 

Arrange peace halves on 
dough and sprinkle with 1/3 cup 
sugar Arrange strips of dough 
over peaches and brush with the 
1 beaten egg. 

Rake for 10 minutes at 450 
degrees. Reduce heat to 375 
degrees and bake or 25 min¬ 
utes. This is very rich, but is 
delicious. 

Aug. €, 1954 

Chicken, Artichoke, 
Mushroom Casserole 

• 1 frying chicken (approximate¬ 
ly 3 lbs.) 

• 1 VZ tsp. salt 

• 1/4 tsp. paprika 

• 6 tblsp. butter or margarine 

• 1/4 lb. mushrooms, sliced 

• 1 can No. 303 artichoke hearts, 
drained 

• 2 tblsp, flour 

• 2/3 cup chicken broth 

• 3 tblsp. sherry 

• 1/4 tsp. dried or 1 tsp. fresh 
rosemary 

Cut chicken into serving 
pieces, and sprinkle with salt, 
pepper and paprika. 

Brown in 4 tblsp. of the b ut- 
ter, and remove to casserole. 

Add the remaining 2 tblsp. of 


butler to the drippings and 
saute sliced mushrooms in this. 
Arrange artichoke hearts in 
between the chicken pieces, 
Sprinkle flour over the 
mushrooms and stir in the 
chicken broth, sherry and 
rosemary. Cook for a few min¬ 
utes, then pour over the chick 
en and artichokes. 

Cover and bake in a mod¬ 
erately hot oven 375 degrees 
for 40 minutes, or until the 
chicken is tender. 

The rich gravy is wonder¬ 
ful with any type of rice. 

Serves six. 

Aug. 13,1954 

Poor Man’s Supper 
(or unexpected 
company dish) | 

• 1/2 lb. hamburger or more 
if you have it on hand 

• 2 or 3 bay leaves 

• 1 clove garlic or garlic 
salt 

• 1 onion chopped 

• 2 or 3 tblsp. bacon drip¬ 
pings oroleo 

• 1 can mushrooms and 
juice or 1 can mushroom soup 

• 1/2 bell pepper chopped 
(optional) 

• 1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce or 
soya sauce 

• 2 tblsp. flour (heaping) 

• 1 cup milk and water to thin 

• 1/4 cup wine to flavor 

Cook and mash potatoes for 
four. While potatoes are cook¬ 
ing, place hamburger crumbled 
in small pieces, bay leaves, gar 
lie, onion and bacon drippings 
in skillet and brown over medi¬ 
um heat Then add mushrooms, 
bell pepper and Worcestershire 
sauce, 

Make a paste with the flour 
and small amount of milk, 
adding rest of milk gradually. 
Pour into skillet with rest of 
ingredients, thinning with water 
when necessary. Cook until 


run 


Rice 

__ — S " lb 

'‘“MOWS NT AH— iZ-M 

Corned Beef 

AKMOLTVs stab 

Vienna Sausa: 


. _ - TOUT. 

Ice Cream vvc 1.29 69c 

^_ 

phozrn food 

Green Reas 
Lima Beans 



Potatoes 


v. n. 1 

i* it- r«« 


2 99c 


1§4)S. fro* 




for 


Strawberries 

FIiv 




J Beans 

rwy Kmtaefcr Wondct | fl 1 

Klftaflaw — f*. 190 | 

I Crapes T “" 3 29c I 

! J _ * 1*! 

| Squad 

1 2 ,1.19c 1 


for 


HOUSEHOLD items 

SKiPpy 

Dog Food 




Toilet Tissue 






far’ 


jround Beef 3 lbs. 


Pot Roast 


Gr:4de Good 


Olanr 


PaperTowels 




rot!*' 


3 lbs. 


tanned Hams 

'1Ready to cal, Em, 


5 fb* 


WE CARRY A URGE 
SELECTION OF 
CHOICE WINES 


${• ®* leese 3 pkg bflc 

w ib. P k r 0 yy fc 

American, Swtw, PlnUeoto * * 


Sliced Bacon 

Cudahy's, 1.1b. pic*. 

Corned Beef 

BontkAs Briskets 


CALIFORNIA MARKET 


Boiling Beef 5 lbs. 

Plain and Bib 


potatoes are mashed and ready 
to serve. Serve on top of mashed 
potatoes like gravy. Kids love it. 

Sept. 24,1954 

Yogurt Cookies 

Sift together 

• 3 1/4 cups sifted flour 

• 1 tsp. soda 

• 1/2 tsp. salt 

Put into large bowl of mixer: 

• 1/2. cup shortening or butter (soft) 

• 1 cup sugar 

• 1 egg unbeaten 

• 1 tsp. vanilla 

• 1 tsp. nutmeg 

Beat for about 2 minutes and 
then add: 

• 1 cup yogurt 

Add sifted flour mixture, 
beat on slow speed only until 


Price* Effective 

SEPT. TO - 11 

We Resirvt (h_ , , 'II CHAUGED ON 

r Q-nU ly |UlX TAXABLE ITEMS 


well blended — about a minute. 

Roll out on lightly floured 
surface to 1/4 inch thick. Cut, 
sprinkle with sugar. Bake about 
12 minutes in 425 degree oven. 
Makes about 3 dozen cookies. 

Sept. 11,1953 

Cabinet Pudding 

2 cups hot milk 
1/2 cup bread crumbs 
2 eggs(beaten) 

2/3 cup sugar 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 
little cinnamon 
1/2 cup chopped apple 
1/2 cup peaches (cut small) 

1/2 cup raisins 

Mix together in order as listed. 
Bake in buttered baking pan 



in 350 degree oven for 1 hour. 

Nov. 12,1954 

Fried Rice 

* 11/2 cups uncooked rice 

* 1 cup chopped onion 

• 2 tblsp. fat or Wesson oil 

• 1 cup cubed Spam or pork 
(uncooked) 

♦ 1/2 to 2/3 cup soy sauce 
(according to taste) 

Steam or boil the rice with a lit¬ 
tle salt added until tender. Saute 
onions and Spam in the fat Add 
rice and brown lightly, adding 
more fat if necessary to prevent 
sticking. Then add slowly the soy 
sauce stirring constantly. Serve at 
once with a fruit salad. 

Sept. 11,1953 


Editorials, The Reporter 

Oct. 2, 953 


Creeping feminism 


T he International Federation of 

Women’s Magistrates and Lawyers, 
meeting in Naples, Italy, has urged 
that worldwide action be taken to make it 
easier to collect alimony. 

“Worldwide action” — a sobering 
thought No fair-minded person will con¬ 
done the culprit husband who ducks his 
financial responsibilities. That’s a very 
wrong thing. But women are surely grasping 


a tot of power in this world. 

Only the other day it was reported from 
France that King Peter, formerly of 
Yugoslavia, will be sued for non-support by 
Queen Alexandra, If she wins, and those 
women magistrates have their “worldwide” 
way, not even a King will have a place to 
hide. For then Alexandra can pursue and 
collar poor Peter even if he joins the For¬ 
eign Legion. 


To guard your liberties 


T he price of liberty, it is said, is eter¬ 
nal vigilance. Freedom unguarded is 
freedom imperiled. Here in Ameri¬ 
ca, a strong, free press keeps constant 
watch over our freedoms... sounding the 
alarm against malefactors... slashing at evil 
with a keen sword of enlightenment By 
providing you with information, freely, 
objectively and completely, the American 
press arms you with the most vital weapon 
for keeping America free... and that 


weapon is enlightenment 

Now, during this annual observance of 
National Newspaper Week, let’s all give 
thanks for the strength we share through 
the freedom of the press... thanks for the 
enlightenment that helps us chart and steer 
a wise course for the land. Ignorance is 
enslavement Knowledge is power For the 
fact that every American possesses the 
fullest possible press ... the freest on earth. 


Fire prevention week 


W ith the approach of Fire Prevention 
Week begii 1 rung October 4, we are 
impressed by the fact that safety 
from fire is a matter of common sense more 
than anything else. 

Of course, there are instances when lack of 
knowledge of what can cause a blaze 1 esults 
in a fire, but more often it’s nothing but care¬ 
lessness and the failure to exercise reason¬ 
able judgment 

People are told innumerable times never 
to smoke in bed. But they do it And many of 
them pay with their lives. People are told 
never to abandon a camp fire without first 
dousing it thoroughly with water. But they 
walk away leaving glowing embers that cause 
many a forest fire, plus losses in timber, 
wealth and lives. People are told never to 
leave valuable documents in the home but 
rather put them in safe deposit But thousands 
of instances of certificates, deeds, bonds and 
even life’s savings being destroyed by fire in 
tin* Imme add to the sad record every year. 


People are told never to leave matches where 
young children can reach them. But thou 
sands of children suffer annually because this 
isn’t done. People are told never to leave 
young children alone in the house, especially 
if they’re locked in. Yet here again, tragedy 
after tragedy of this kind shows that the warn¬ 
ings are not heeded. 

Surely it is worth a little effort to prevent fire 
from striking YOUR HOME. Surely it is worth 
the simple precautions that will prevent a blaze 
from starting If YOU will do your part in fire 
prevention in the coming year the sad statistics 
ofloss can be reduced and— more important — 
you will be not part of them. 

In Vacaville, the volunteer fire depart 
ment, under the leadership of its chief, War¬ 
ren Hughes, is consistently endeavoring to 
provide better fire protection to the communi¬ 
ty. The members give of their time with but lit¬ 
tle renumeration. Can they depend on you to 
do your share in keeping fires to a minimum? 



I promise tc (ove, honor 
and obey and have ail 
our clothes cleaned by 

VACAVILLE CLEANERS 


348 Merchant St. 


Dial HI 8-6318 


I 

Smart is the wife who knows the im¬ 
portance of keeping the family s 
clothes in tip-top shape always. We 
guarantee the best cleaning job pos¬ 
sible each time. So be smart and 
poke us your regular dry cleaners. 
Prompt pick-up and delivery. 


A 


■ m 


This ad in The Reporter on Oct. 25,1957, showed the Importance of 
clean laundry. Or at least In the mind of a new bride. 


Frito Pie (Mexican Dish) 

• 1 large package Fritos or com 
chips 

• 1 can or brick of chili 

• 1 can tomato soup 

• 1 large onion, cut fine 

• 1!b. cheese 

Line deep baking dish with 
half of the Fritos or com chips. 
Add half of the chili which has 
been heated. Add the onion. 

Add the balance of the Fritos 
and chili and top this with the 
soup (not diluted) and the grat¬ 
ed cheese. Bake 45 minutes at 
325 degree oven. 

Sept. 25,1953 

In defense 
of all men 
everywhere 

I t’s out, now. Nine out often 
American husbands are 
kitchen slaves! They’re more 
than tied to their wives’ apron 
strings. They don the aprons 
themselves, covering the execu¬ 
tive-type business suits they 
wore so independently during 
the day, as they march to their 
chores at the sii ik and the wash¬ 
ing machine. 

No other interpretation 
seems applicable to a survey, 
reported this week by the New 
York Journal of Commerce, 
revealing that nine husbands in 
every ten help tlieir spouses 
with the housework. 

And yet, on second thought, 
who provided all the household 
aids that have push-buttoned 
drudgery right out of the U,S. 
home? Why men did that — 
inventing and perfecting eveiy- 
thing from the vacuum cleaner 
to the electric dishwasher! Aid 
why did they do that? Plainly 
because they are gallant souls, 
inspired to lighten the little 
woman’s burdens! 

And why are men now oper¬ 
ating all those things? Simple 
again, U.S. males are gadget 
minded. They always spend half 
of Christmas Day playing with 
Junior’s mechanical toys before 
he can get a hand on them. Just 
boys at heart, tl iey can’t resist 
the mechanical marvels their 
gallantry and sympathy created 

As for the 10 per cent who 
don’t help their wives around 
the house, they're probably 
either unchivalrous cads or 
unimaginative clods (though 
mightily brave, at that!) 

Editorial, The Reporter 
Sept 12,1952 
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Woman to fly 
in for speech 

C 1 nii j ’< wo rf 14 in I Ir h 11 ( * r v t >; h ,a\ I if nr/hi . 

1 uiTcn!Iv 1 r 1 r 11 f* 11 h 111111 1 fni (1 s .'a ikifm 

I r^rn ( ihfm nh'i, 1 1 11 mub- Jnhrnjihi 
I; 1 f i r Uhi', mi 1 In- v ,11 i\ till hud, ‘ >chn<i| hHd 'in 
Mod 1 lav \|;iy 21? • 11 l j’ in tin In i fir*l a nil only 
• It- dill if J tall. to volet in (lifil 11 r-a 

Ml 11 ,, 14 ;!., r 1 ,-J uii' Mil- cat Iti l|i< fcitalr 
lobe vacated l»y Senator Sheridan Downey who 
.innxuii, cd < v, 1 al inxiilli ago IliJit li<• would 
itni . . ! re election Seeking the Democratic 
.in } H, jfiihlli iM nomiliallnn.. .In will In 
<’d|,r, <->l al ihe June dlli primary clcclion by 
( ongramnan Hu hard Nixon und Mail, healer 
|'a»d< lv in v. paper publisher *s, who are Hu- lead 
mg cam lidatcllrym!' for doth nominations 
On, ol < aliforma - leading Democrats, t fi< 
w.'ift National D<-inocralir CoinmiHeewomaii 

from 1040 to 1044 in 1044 ihe wax elected a 
member of CotUP’W* and *UCC«*f fully succeed 
'■(I fieratlfm MMflorid IMM Sh/- fi. a member of 
Hu Home Armed Services 0 Vjhi mithe 
l|,-, art ol championing th« eaijM-of tie- 
naliori s hnusewivc*. wan highly pubtfi ized 
reeently when ' In npp< -ared on lln- Mou.oe 
floor armed with a ba .kellull of firocerie-. ami 
delivered a coxt of living ‘peerfi 

The Reporter 

May 10,1090 
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Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas, a 
candidate for Senate, emerge* from a voting 
booth after casting her vote In 1 f t c >0 


In one of the toughest, moat bitter campaign* 
In memory, Richard M, Mlion eventually won 
the Senate race hy 700,000 vote*. 


C fmt'f*' . irmtn H i* h-u t\ Hi / * iirjsli'tiit* 

)V*r h r ' , V i\nU t j 7/ill |« ,11 < * ! 

f >i h 1 f' ; v lUTMn ft* ff f * j ril U f (1 ,i '{) i ft hit , i f 

Ilk f»1 ihu f'fiffi# i uf IluMtifi'. ■ ■ fi r I [M-uri 19 m * N 
111 ) I ’4) >* fri it //!■•« iirmOWfi/r^l try hi Ik 1#1 
r ,fu :# jih I I kill t //hit m iirriifipi 
jjm nHktf Hm- ffM’# 11n(t fi h< vinik #| h#*f< 

tt * i’fitly 

J * J I h H I r H f . I) I ft ft I I * ' f'* * t'lft fM I *t * M f t ■ , h t will 

111 * ill#' - r ir U 111 Fi# hf’frfl 111 thf' Nut *\ f i * 111 

12 15 i- ffi 'f tiu fr>4 -* hrut ■; )**'* n firffinifstd try 
In UfirjtUfktf^ n. r f ifVHn fttf ftl' I irk 1 m ft! i/ 
olHiiirM U fit ihufjltirpoftkr k(fk *■ 
f iuun rf'pf - Mr Mif J^th (• uliforriif* In v 
LrjH ifi Ihk Houftf of Iti-ptf -^ntahvr ? ;irnrl i 
flow kkMftB Iti^' Hkfil tii'kl ity'U lrtiUrt -itii■rffUn 

lyuwftt '/t who krirvkitj^l / finiricpiinr * f i h#- ^111 
not hk f Jifklkhik- (Of t* kli'f Hfin ; il/#m J . r» 
ftorotidcftii, 

krlCif to tih nppk'iMrtkn in f*vfttlir- Siitiif 

fl;iv rnnrriln^ f U/tm s/U\ tk" Uftuht* (\ hlnuH 

n’Onrk hn ^kf u;l in V/nudkifkl Walk-f f'urk 
iflflUm, for rnkrly of Vumvlllft, Iff C iHI 

pfibk* m«rif4k*r In Ihk W^xlhmd nr< * dr^i n ill 
h-r/u khfir^ of tokftkfn^t ft 

tin K>pkr trf 

May 12, Iftf^J 


Douglas descends into Vacaville 



in Vaca Valley 


S upport of the ftrannari 
1*1,’in ami opposition to 
* diM riminotory froitfhl 
rates" for Cal ifornia farmer! 
was pledged by Congress 
women Helen Cahagan Houglas 
in n brief lofk Monday when he 
appeared m V'ar aville on a 
r ampaisoi lour of northern f alt 
forma by heliropler t*u ?* eondi 
date for If S Senator from Cill 
fomta. 

Second idler her helieopU*r 
was firtrtBc'fded -he d, / ended 
from tl onto the local high 
school field as It made its way 
from ti"oi< in favored by a brisk 
South wind Although arriving a 
half hour behind schedule, her 
departure was a spectacular 
as her arrival Her helicopter 
made a pinpoint landing and 
departed in reverse fashion, in 
the opposite direction h lying 
with her were her pilot and 
Don St less, campaign tour 
/ hairman for northern f alifor 
nia. 

She was welcomed with a 

bourj'c i ot io / pre / rited her 

tjy Miss Georgia Gregg, Vaca 
ville High ehool senior Mu 

dent 

T he landing of a helicopter 
for the first time within the city 
-,ir/ : d r,o |e , a /-n ation than 
,r. Uougla ; (hann and [c.-r 
son a 1 1 ty. referred to by Mayor 
Albert Porter who welcomed 
her in his official capacity I ol 
lowing le r introduction by 


Hubert I, Kindig central 
fjernoer aiic fornrnituerrian 
from Solano county, Mr Iron 
gla.H pluugefl into a la numde 
talk on current legi laliunin 
Washington, sinking only 
In icily on mod points. 

A mixed audience ol adult 1 
and students from tbe high 
<,ehool and I lalis elementary 
school v/r re r-xensed frr,m the 
last period r lasses at ! p ro to 
greet Mrs Douglas heard her 
p|epd for Americans to oxer 
cr,e their inalienable right as 
citizen*, to vole on election day. 
She said that is ;lie1. rattier 
than personalilie* hould t,< 
judged Ifi ‘ teeling public ofl( 
rial -;, and .he her ell fell f|lin!i 
fieri for the high office she 

seeks by reason of her study of 
the nation's needs#ven br-frirr* 
<die wa . elected ir> Gongrr*.' ■. for 
three terms. 

The office of |j ruled States 
Senator hr declared is next to 
presidenf and vie pre irlr-ni 
the highest ./dc live office jn 

the nation and is becoming 
increasingly more important in 
light of changing dome .lie and 
world affairs, 

She declared she i, the only 
candidate Who con idcj ; hat 
the home r: the rno .1 important 
jj.H .e a . Ihe foundation of a 
community. With Melvin our 
two children and •:ecuri | .y, »he 
said she has no special inter 
ed -. to sr-rve Melvin is ie-r 


actor tut band 

in i apul fir< t,i tier she t/ibl 
of her woi k in the I four/- M ili 
I ary Affairs f ommittee devel 
tipmenl ol r<- -Oiuet- an rl full 
Mipporl fin (he feolial Valleys 
project, Ihe need for improve 
rrieni of public / ti'iofi. and pub 
lie heallh and Ihe need toi 
(lengthening rlemocracy, 
fjnr t a io publican she con 
Hurfi-d 1 bet,unc a frerrioeral 
becaiif <■ Iht: Itepublleans had 
riot lung to offer She if: 
oppo. '-d in the race for the seat 
of i H if ing Senabir filieridan 
Downey by Gongi, . .man 

Diehard Mixon whovlsiterl 
Vacaville two weeks ago, and 
bv ManehesU-r Hodrly, I/iS 
Angefi-; nr-v/5-.papei publit:her 
In response to a rpie .tioft ori 
fig al reelarnalion prop els, she 
reiterated tu-i slarifl fur lie- 
(j mtral Valley . project includ 
|ing fig ,d devf loprrK-rit, and fr»i 
fltg- did acre limitation 
Almost as fasi as she fiad 
come Mr, Dougla.i rlisap 
pear*■/1 into ifie air A half horn 
later she wa i speaking to a 
r rowd al a dr,write, nu :.tr, ct in 
Woorllanrl, and in Sacramento 
that evening I urthcr hell 
eopte-r laudingv. were died 
tiled for Ho Seville Vuba { ily, 
Dro/ilfi- Ghko, Gorning, Hod 
Bluff and Deriding all on the 
following day. 

'f he Reporter 
May 26, I fWl 


S harply attacking Ifie Hr an 
nari l , ‘aito air! program as 
BP' irnpriMulde. ' f'ongrcs "■ 
inui I tfidi arrl fil f I j ton la .1 Sal 
urday In ought hm r-ampaign lor 
I be lj;i lied Stale-; Senate din-el 
ly to tfie people of Vacaville 
Speaking fir at on a Vacaville 
‘ Ire t r orner tip- reprc-.enia 
li v, later gave an addr et|.. u, a 
rner-ting of Nixon bore t«-i , 
headed by Wrivne Woorlard, 
Nixon Solano county cam 
paign chairman Ilia rnexaage 
wa*; keyerl parlienlai ly to the 
inb-rr-nt '<f i , -sPlefdol Var a 
vilfi- and nearbycommuniiie 
I /■! under via nr) cleai I y at 
|.h(r out’/?! where i Stand r,n the. 
Hrannan Plan cixifc Nixon 
told t,i aurlfi ncf ( m again I 
it 1 he volet , choice cfi-ai 
My opponents favor it I don't l 
cannot lavor any prograw, ttmi 
automatically would rai /• the 
cty j of evr-ry American family's 
grocery bill V/fft a year 

“J think there i . a better way ‘ 
Nixon v/as here in fidfill 
men) of III . campaign pfi rlge b, 
take important iswaic: directly 

lot fie f,r-r>j,|e ifi all r,| i .iliffn 
ma'. '.g eourdie , He earn,- here 
from luxon -uid Woorlland irid 
went later to i airfield, Suisun 
and Napa. 

The r arididab chiugi’d that 
i tie Hraonao bill is not new but 
v/;r, copied lock, tor k ari'l tun 
i el from the Jlriti -!i far In pro 
grain wlip It did not and i not 


now proving raillufar lory In 
Great Britain ’* 

"It would impose imprmlhle 
controls on the farmerNixon 
an-icrlcd ‘arid the farmer 
would not only t»c told what, to 
plant but how much he could 
plant and what it could he .‘told 
lor with jail term,'; impo /:d 
fin violation! We would ricerl 
rui m my ol government anoop 
I f to check 11 J, Oh possible VIO 
lators." 

Nixon dilirged that the 
llrannaii plan, togetta r v/tih 
otiier .periling featui e . of tii<- 
'I rurnan to called program, 

v/oiifi! Withifl five /ear add2fl 
million dollai , jin Dually to a 
budget already larger than ever 
before in the nation’s history, 

I welcome this issuer 
bet an .<- j don't believe you can 
fool fhe people by promising 
I fiat farmer* will he paid higher 

price : for then produce, that 
r on aimer; will pay less, and 
that there is no one in between 
to pay the bill The truth i. that 
the bill mutt he paid in laxe : 
arid ever y citizen in the land 
would have to pay it 

f -ixon l aid froth tin- farmer ■- 
;md * oii-.iifner, ward a program 
lhal decreases control* on tfi«- 

farmer ,rid lowerMCO-it to the 
eOfWfmff, and hr- offered a six 
point alternative In the Bran 

nan prnpo :, l 

At I in luncheon at tin- Nut 
Tree which wa ; attended by 



Public 

service 

Ai Porter, Vatavilie mavor 
from 1950 to 1968 and a 
onunu!if;an Jor V/ |MR (0 
right) throw* out the first 
baft at a baseball game In 
||gg Vfj/ Wttfl Mrn tfwtday 
were Hr* Chief Warren 
Hu^m (left), the Rev. Henry 
Mef addon (third from right , 
back), Bert Hugh#r> (second 
from rt#n, back) and City 
Manyr Robert Meyer* 
back). Porter (above) 
It tfrnn later in life. 



OVIsr Wi Inb-rexted m<-n and 
Women, Nixon gn-< u-d every 
one present x/ltti a hanrhhake. 

ar,,) before going into Hi* 
speer ti ir, which he cfltiflwd 
Bresirb-nl'[ rmnan I stand on 
the Taft Hartley labor In,/, the 
Bran nan plan arid othe r va ml 
r.lif leipj.1 ation he paid tribute 
to Itu intere-.i t.ik<n in tla- 
nattori’n affairs by Mi I c ti r 
A Harbison 02, who was Ifi 

attendance ;ii the meeting lb- 

alsr» paid high tribute toOm 
gre-. man f>*ruy .hitiruon of tr,i . 
d 1*1 rlet. frir t,u sendee! tn Waih 
ingUin findharl word of pt -i ■■■*• 
for Mrs Johnson, who also was 
in aitcfglan, <■ at '.aturday i Inn 
Chcon corning her, from Sacra 
mento vitfi Mrs l/*uir.e 7 nfi- a 
former Vacayilfi- i< Idr-nt Mr; 
Johnson and Mrs Vail*- attr-nd 
ed tt»'- Satie day Club meeting 
fitter fh*t afternoon 

The Nut '1 ree came in for 
, on .id,-rai,fi- prai.se by Hie ' on 
gressmnn He. uid this was 1, ■ I 
first visil to the pin, e, and thru 
tie had ta-eri firlrf of it by fir, 
friend, Fulton lewis, Jr In 
Washington 

Mr* Nixon, a charming 
young woman, is a, company mg 
her husband on the romp ngn 
tour Dur ing the dinner st/- 
pa s/-d out pla .tie thimbles or, 
which was printed I be me age 
“Nixon for Senator 

1 fi* Hepofter 

.Mtry 1*. 10 V) 


Teen vandals 
spur library 
to shut down 

V andalism try U-' it ager. 
whir h has rli Jurbed the 
lif,arrl of trustees t,f lb<- 
V*C*Vllle publi, liUi si , >od 
caused consider a t,fi dam oy 
and Irwiting al the lil.r u ; l,a . 
for, ,-d the i losing of the library 
at nigh* for at |e» it a wr-,-k. 

*( r orrbiig fi> l.lbrariur, k. ’ ie r 

Kldredgi 

Mrs Kfilr edge feve.ils Uia* 
article* ha ,e le-en Jr,ten from 
U.e library and valuable pu 
lures have laten marred by Hlf 
UsD agen 

Mrs Kldredg* ng, ttvatthe 
aflz'rrvw/n hour; o: ir.c ht,rar/ will 
be from 2 Uid until a rfi-r 1 -ion - -. 
mad, on lh* niglit problem 
She *.iid |i,mr- of the teen 
M 0 pip, t/i the library at ng 0 dto 
read or study, but other t fiave 
l>e*n ®ilug ttiere just to (reate 
havor Tlie picture--, wtiu b hav* 
iaa-fi marred wer< ,o)t* 1 d »ir,r) 
reprvfiiCOd * 1 * of 41 tit) by 
the V*c*ville Hixtori< al f /,rnmi» 
tee It hai la-, si re/«■ try tn 
reir,r,ve tM-rn from (b* Bills 
libra r, giarters P, mot* r*Bm<>- 
oo i.ter in It * - hhr »ryN, ■ 

the*** je.ftrf 

tb, t, tVi* 
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Vaca man disappears 
on pilgrimage to Mecca 


hen Ahmed Klinn left 
last September on a 
trip that was to be the 
fulfillment of his dreams - the 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca, the 
once in a lifetime goal of 
Moslem pilgrims — there were 
no crowds to see him off, but 
hundreds of Vacaville residents 
who had made his acquaintance 
during his 42-year stay here 
hoped his would be a pleasant 
journey. 

Ahmed’s story, ofhis depar¬ 
ture from Vacaville on his cher¬ 
ished mission, was told by the 
Reporter in its issue of Septem¬ 
ber 15, 1950. It told o'a year's 
preparation for the trip that 
almost ended in heartbreak 
even before it started. When his 
leave papers were finally 
straightened out, only a few 
hours before his scheduled 
departure, he gave a sigh of 
relief and with a smile turned 
his thoughts toward his long air 
travel and his destination, Saudi 
Arabia. 

But since the article was pub¬ 
lished, it seems something has 
gone wrong. He is four months 
overdue and there is no record 
he ever reached his destination. 
Northern California newspa¬ 
pers this week were given wide 
publicity to the search being 
conducted for him by immigra¬ 
tion officials in three countries, 
two railroads, an airlines 
agency and a network of police. 

On the eve of Ahmed’s depar¬ 
ture last September, Attorney 
Walter J. Weir, told of the wran¬ 
gle of international red tape, 

Light sited on 

M ore than three years 
have passed since, on 
September?, 1950, 
Ahm ed [Chan, a familiar figure 
on Vacaville ranches for more 
than 40 years, left here on a pil¬ 
grimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, 
the “goal of all holy Moslem pil¬ 
grims.” He knew Vacaville fruit 
as welt as anyone and oldtime 
residents here well remember 
him as a reserved, rather state¬ 
ly, native of India. 

For years he had been saving 
and planning for a realization of 
his life’s ambition — to com¬ 
plete his pilgrimage to ft "ecca. 

He was about 65 

But last week a bit of infor¬ 
mation was received here which 
indicated that he had at least 
met with partial success. Walter 
Weir, Vacaville attorney who 
guided him through a maze of 
red tape before his travel was 
authorized, is in receipt of a let¬ 
ter from the American embassy 
stating t hat Aluned did reach 


The request for passports and 
visas were first made almost a 
year before. He had no difficulty 
in getting his travel connections, 
but the visa was another thing. 

1 Jntil the morning of the day 
lie was to take a train to New 
York, and later a plane to 
Saudia .‘Arabia, in time for the 
annual pilgrimage, Ahmed had 
not received his clearance from 
immigration departments. He 
had been told the visa was on its 
way, but if it did not get tlirough 
the mail on lime the whole thing 
would have to be called ofT. 

Ahmed almost wept with joy 
when that morning’s mail 
brought him the necessary 
papers. When he withdrew 
about $3,000 from his postal sav¬ 
ings for his travel expenses, he 
believed the way was cleared 
for the realization of a 42-year 
ambition. He carried his money 
in cash, ... 

That Ahmed might never 
have reached the birthplace of 
Mohammed is a revolting 
thought. The native of Pakistan 
was a British subject when he 
made his way tlirough China, 
Canada and to Vaca Valley agri¬ 
culture in 1907. 

His hair turned white with 
his years (65) while he saved his 
money laboring on practically 
every ranch in tills valley. He 
never owned real property, a 
ear, a home or a wife, keeping 
much to himself and to clean liv¬ 
ing. Yet he was always a famil¬ 
iar figure here.... 

The Reporter 
Feb. 23,1951 


Mecca — about a year late. That 
was a year ago, and nothing has 
since been learned ofhis 
whereabouts. 

Ahmed had planned to go to 
Mecca, birthplace of 
Mohammed, in time to attend 
the three-week pilgrimage, in 
September of the same year, 
hoping io return late the follow¬ 
ing month. Weir had come to 
know him well here during the 
year’s processing, and when no 
news about Ahmed was forth¬ 
coming, Weir placed the neces¬ 
sary inquiries. He feared foul 
play when no news as received. 

Weir was aware that travel 
delay of only a few days would 
have made it impossible for him 
to go on the pilgrimage for 
which definite dates are set 
each year, 

Weir said he is continuing 
efforts to learn of Ahmed's for¬ 
tunes, whether fair or foul. 

The Reporter 
Oct. 16,1953 



missing man 


Man died on lifelong quest 


T he three-year mystery of 
the whereabouts of 
Ahmed Khan, familiar fig¬ 
ure in Vacaville ranches for 
more than 40 years who left in 
1950 for an annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, was a mys¬ 
tery no longer hei e this week as 
saddening news was received by 
Walter W. Weir, local attorney, 
Weir was in receipt of a letter 
on Monday from the American 
Consul in Jedda, Saudi Arabia, 
which official confirmed reports 
that Ahmed Khan died in 
"Mecca on 18th ZIL Hijja 369-11 
(in the year 1950)." 

Ahmed was a native of India 
but a British subject who moved 
to Vacaville shortly after the 
turn of the present century, He 
worked on many local ranches 
and saved his money, keeping in 


mind always a cherished wish to 
some day go on the annual pil¬ 
grimage to Mecca, the hope of all 
good Moslems. After months of 
red tape, unraveled by Weir and 
different consuls, Ahmed finally 
left by plane to Mecca in Septem¬ 
ber, 1950, the necessary papers 
having been arranged only a day 
before his scheduled ilight 
Whether or not Ahmed had 
reached Mecca was not made 
known for almost two years, 
despite Weir's efforts to learn of 
his fate Last year Weir learned 
that Ahmed had reached Mecca 
but there was no further trace. 

This week’s letter headed 
“ i >eceased Pa kistan Pi Igri ms of 
1950'’gave a clue to at least partial 
success of Ahmed's Pilgrimage. 

The Reporter 
Jan. 8,1954 
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Vacaville Heritage 

The Japanese Buddhist Temple, one of the few reminders of a once thriving locat Asian population, burned Nov. 23,1951, killing one 


Man killed ir blaze that razed temple 



Reporter file photo 

The temple was built in 1909 by the Japanese 
Association, a representative group of the large 
Japanese population here. Most families were 
ranch laborers or merchants on Dobbins Street. 


V acaville’s most disastrous fire 
this year, causing fatal burns 
to one man, hospitalizing 
another and resulting in damage 
estimated in thousands of dollars, 
completely destroyed the Japanese 
Buddhist Temple on Dobbins street 
last Friday afternoon. The temple 
was the last standing reminder of the 
large Japanese and Japanese-Ameri- 
ean population that was here nearly 
half a century until 1942. 

Cause of the blaze which resulted 
in the death ofFukimatsu Tsujimoto, 
82, was traced to the explosion of a 
kerosene stove. It burst into flames 
and also injured Seitchi Yukawa, 61, 
another occupant of the temple. Tsu¬ 
jimoto died Sunday at the Solano 
County Hospital. 

Nothing in the temple remained 
standing, not even the long brick 
chimney. It is reported the building 


carried $3,000 insurance. 

The temple was built in 1909 by 
the Japanese Association, then a 
representative group of a large 
colony here of Japanese. Most fami¬ 
lies were either ranch laborers or 
merchants on Dobbins street. Fol¬ 
lowing the outbreak of World War II, 
the alien and native bom Japanese 
were evacuated to relocation centers 
and following that store buildings on 
both sides of the street were razed to 
make room for the present Federal 
housing project. Only the temple and 
its smaller adjoining buildings were 
left remaining. After the war, only a 
handful of the former residents 
returned to Vacaville, some taking 
up residence in the temporarily 
abandoned temple. 

The Reporter 

Nov. 30,1951 


Ex-local priest among those killed 


T he Reverend Father Henry Lande, 53, 
Catholic priest of Suisun and former pas¬ 
tor in Vacaville and Dixon, was crushed to 
death and Most Reverend James T. O’Dowd, 42, 
of San Francisco, died of injuries when the car 
in which they were riding last Friday afternoon 
was struck by a freight train on the boundary 
between Fairfield and Suisun. 

Father Lande, who was driving the car, was 
pinned underneath the steering wheel and died 
about ten minutes later, Bishop O’Dowd was 
taken from the wreckage immediately to the 
Fairfield-Suisun Air Force Base hospital. After 
he recovered consciousness several hours later, 
he was reported to have shown improvement. On 
Saturday noon he was transferred to the St. 
Mary’s hospital in San Francisco where he died 
late that night. 

The two men, together with four other clergy¬ 
men in a following car, were returning to Fair- 
field after surveying the ruins of St Alphonsus 
church in Suisun which had been destroyed by 
fire on January 17. 


“Father Lande, who was driving the car, 
was pinned underneath the steering wheel 
and died about ten minutes later, “ 

Authorities said the car apparently stopped 
on the tracks in front of the oncoming freight 
train at the crossing. Wreckage of the auto was 
dragged 300 feet and jammed between a South¬ 
ern Pacific freight car and a Hasher signal at tire 
Rio Vista highway crossing. 

Father Lande was pastor of St. Mary's 
Catholic church from March, 1946, until Septem¬ 
ber, 1947, when he became pastor of St. Alphon- 
sus church in Suisun, He was replaced here by 
Father Michael Garvey. 

Last rights of the Catholic church were 
administered to Father Lande by the Very Rev. 
Father Thomas F. Byrne, pastor of St. Basil’s 
Catholic church, Vallejo. 

rile Repin ter 
Feb. 10,1950 

employee there until a few months 
ago when ill health forced him to 
retire. 

Brewer was a native of Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Services were in charge of the 
Mc( ’une Funeral Home. 

The Reporter 
Dec. 18, 1953 


Longtime 
Nut Tree 
worker 
dies at 72 


G raveside services were held 
at the Vaeavlile-Elmlra 
cemetery yesterday for Paul 
Brewer, 72, who died at a Fairfield 
Hospital on Wednesday. The Rev. 
A.F. Fruhling officiated at the ser¬ 
vices. 

Brewer had slopped at the Nm 
Tree in 1931, and asked for a 
hour's work, and had remained an 


ihling 

resigns 
as pastor 

A long career of service to .1 
his church and community 
entered its closing stages 
on Wednesday evening of last 
week when Rev. A.F. Fruhling. 
pastor of the Community church, 
tendered his resignation at a 
congregational meeting. The res 
ignation was accepted, and will 
be presented to the presbytery in 
Sacramento for official recogni¬ 
tion. The board of trustees will 
then take up the item of calling a 
new minister to the pulpit 
Reverend Fruhling t ame to 
Vacaville with his family in, I une. 
1913, replacing the Rev 1 t A Fisk, 
and look over the duties as pastor 
of what was then the lYesbyterian 
church, now known as the t 'ommu- 
nifv church. During his 43 years of 
service. Rev. Fruhling has seen 
Vacaville grew from a village to a 
thriving young city. and he has 
baptised and later performed mar 
riage rites for many of Vacaville’s 
loading citizens. 

The Reporter 
Sept 21,1956 






McCune 

Ci A K D K N Cll A P i: L 

Mortmain * Cremation * Mun^mpkis 
Pki -Arrangement h wnim. * m>aokh 

212 Main Street » Vacaville *48-6546 * Fax: *48-6559 

\v\\ w mu untvli;i|tmi 

I n NinvmU r ut ihv public was invited id {he dedii .uion ui ilu- tu-w 
Vkllune Garden C’h a pet, e\jjl.inili'il find rnodefln/ed in ntetl tip’ it-rt ik i >1 
,i mowing i omnnmil) ii served, ( Hie Iiim emend a Tuqe lu\ci i > r |, , r , vumy; 
into the now ppacloui chapel with its high beamed ceiling. A hugs oil paint* 
t*d mural of a serene mountain st-miu; inci iqx.ir;iied with a n L qu m w n. i 
fall luT.iiik' ilit- local point .u the hum of the thapel \i tin side , natm I 
indtHif garden added 10 flic peard ul aimusphere Membeis ol |>, n ,.,| f;, m 
llliv* could reiehe complete priv it y during i venue while m ilu lamth ■ . t 
adjoining the main dupt-i .still located at 212 Main m McCune Garden 
Chapel has senvd Vacaville and sunuundinj* umnmmiiie* with digrUti 
understanding .md muncs) tor M 
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A Piece of Heritage 


Va 


ca > Pena 
s view 




clajjj 

new marker 

M 

Ucs who were Um fiS *“** Pena fami 

tiers here more ih^ 1 pennanenl sel 

were the honoLn " 8 cenlury ^°' 
aflemn««. ed tnjcsts lasl Sunday 

a historic t° '? a * ness the unveiling of 

«dobo Ko P <IUe * lhe oid 

. ' Z’* 1 Rowland, chairman of 

Div» 1 e ^ ar * cs Commission of the 
OiviMon of Parks and Beaches, cut 

art i C °I^ unve '* et l the plaque on 
• n A!f?”'»0Ot cement monument iac 
,ri g Highway 40 

inscriptioD on the plaque reads. 
‘^Rancho Los Putos’’ 

This is the site of Rancho Los 
Putos of 10 square leagues granted in 
1845 by Gov. Pio Pico to Juan Felipe 
Puna and Manuel Cabeza Vaca. ‘he 
Pena Adobe, erected in 1912, is still 
owned by descendants of (he Pena- 
Vaca families. 

“The town of Vacaville, nearby, 
was establ ished in 1851 on land sold 
by Vaca to William McDaniel. Histori 
cal Landmark No. 534. Plaque erected 
September 18,1955, by Vacaville 1 ar 
lor No 293, Native Daughters of the 
Golden West, in cooperation with the 
California Stale Parks Commission." 

Although there were a number of 
known descendants of the early Span 
ish 'amilies who were not present, 
there were many direct descendants 
who traveled from many pails of Cali 
fomia to witness the ceremony in 
response to written invitations Torn 
the local NDGW Parlor. 

The old adobe, with its thick walls 
of adobe brick still standing, was thus 
dedicated as one of California s pio¬ 
neer land marks. Hopes were 
expressed that the old home will 
some day become a stale monument 
The remarks of Know land. who 
delivered the dedicatory address, 
were preceded by the opening intro¬ 
ductory remarks of the ceremony by 
Mrs. Ella Landy, president of the 
Vacaville Parlor. The pledge of alle 
giance was followed by the singing of 
the National Anthem by Mrs, Bonnie 
Rogers, accompanied on the accor¬ 
dion by Frank Gonzales. Assisting in 
the ceremony and colorfully dressed 
in lace mantilla and full length skills 
was a blonde, six-year-old great-great- 
granddaughter of Juan Felipe Pena, 
Marie Elena Rivera. Many state grand 
officers of the NDGW and local guests 
were introduced, including Mayor 
Albert Porter, who added appropri¬ 
ate words to the ceremony. 

The Reporter 
Sept. 23,1955 
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Reporter lilc photo 

The marker at Pena Adobe Park south of Vacaville was unveiled before descendants of two pioneer Pena families. 


Pena descendant di es 



ime continues to lake its toll 
among early Vacaville set- 
tiers and late Wednesday 
night death made its claim ol one 
of the well known names in Califor¬ 
nia history, Salvador John Pena. At 
the age of 79, he passed away at the 
family home on Davis street after a 
lengthy heart ailment 
The rosary will be recited 
tonight (Friday ) at 8 o'clock al the 
McCune Garden Chapel with 
Father Peter Kelly officiating. 

Mass will be recited Saturday at 
9:30 a m. at St. Mary’s Catholic 
church and interment will follow 
at the Vacaville Elmira Cemetery 
Surviving him are his widow, 
Madeline, of the family home; a sis¬ 
ter, Mrs. Juanita Coombs of Morgan 
Hill; and two stepsons, Joe Pulido 
of Sacramento and Frank Pulido, 
stationed at I ravis Air Force Base. 

Pena’s ancestry dates back to 
the first white settlement of Vaca 
Valley. His great great-grandfather 
was Felipe Pena who shared with 
Manuel Vaca a huge Spanish land 


grant in 1941. The two families 
moved here the following year and 
each built an adobe-brick home in 
1 ,agoon Valley. A division was 
made of the land grants and in 
1850. Vaca sold a section of it, pro¬ 
viding that a town was to be named 
Vacaville. 

Salvador was born on August 29, 
1878. in the old adobe home which 
was destroyed by an earthquake in 
1892. The Vaca adobe, a mile dis 
tant, slill stands along Highway 40, 
marked by a monument to the 
memory of its settlers. 

Pena continued to reside in 
Vacaville and devoted almost his 
entire life to fruit growing here. 
Several years ago he retired from 
work on Ins ranch four miles north 
of Vacaville. He traveled frequent¬ 
ly in his youth and spoke at least 
five languages fluently. 

He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Juan Pena. 

The Reporter 
Sept. 20,1957 



Interest needed to save 
adobe from destruction 

he Ihreal of obliteration ot the Pena Adobe 
lias spurred on members of the Solan io 
County Historical Soc iety to try to recreate 
interest in the famous landmark, according to 
Harry Rowe, president of the society. 

Rowe stated that plans for the new High¬ 
way 40 Fi eeway may wipe out the adobe if 
action is not taken at once to appeal to the 
State Highway Depai (ment for a change in 
highway location plans. So far, the Highway 
Department has been vague and non-commit¬ 
tal in revealing the exact route of the freeway 
and access roads. 

It is hoped by members of the Society that 
enough interest in the preservation of the 
adobe can be created in Vacaville to influ¬ 
ence highway builders in their plans. 

Not only is the adobe itself of great histori¬ 
cal interest, but oilier items near the adobe 
should be preserved, according to Society 
members. These are the Indian mound on top 
of which the adobe is built; a rock pestle for 
grinding com; and rocks carved with inscrip¬ 
tions dating back to Gold Rush Days. 

Anyone interested in saving the adobe, 
and eventually restoring it, is asked to contact 
Rowe at Harrison 5-5548. 

The Reporter 
March 1,1957 


Two boys held as delinquents; seven girls placed in custody 


Scanning 
book for 
family tree 



T wo Vacaville boys, ages 10and 11, 
are in the juvenile detention home 
in Fairfield, seven girls between 
the ages of 12 and 13 have been placed in 
strict custody of parents by police and 
several other c hildren are under police 
surveillance as the result of a serious 
outbreak of juvenile delinquency during 
the past month in Vacaville. 

No less than ten cases of forced entry 
by local children were discovered by 
local police during the period, while a 
ranch home thefl has been reported by 

the sheriffs office. 

The entire local police force w as 
called in to break the wave, described .is 
the most serious in a long lime. It led 


Police Chief Elmer King to issue a stern 
warning that such recurrences will not 
he handled lightly. 

There was the case of the two boys who 
are now in the custody of the county juve¬ 
nile officer. They were arrested after 
police pieced together some telltale evi¬ 
dence of thei r having entered the science 
laboratory of the Vacaville high school. 
There they healed tost lubes, m 1 heir own 
experimental methods, to create the tell¬ 
tale smoke that led to their arrest. Damage 
to tiie laboratory was estimated at $25. 

Faced with other bits of evidence left 
behind, such as a tenuis shoe print, they 
allegedly confessed to police a series of 
forced entries and thefts beginning last 


May 12. 

Memories wore blurred as to the exact 
order of the crimes which went some¬ 
thing like this: stole a packed lug box of 
cherries from Lambert Marketing Com¬ 
pany, stole two packed lug boxes from 
I 'acific Frml Exchange, broke a window 
to enter the principal’s office at Monle 
Vista school and stole about $5 in small 

change, entered tin 1 Monte Vista school 
principal's office again by punching a 
window screen with a wrench, entered 
the old high school building where they 
stole 12 pigeons and entered the new 
high school laboratory where their crime 

wave ended. 

It was a different story for the seven 


young girls who are still scheduled to 
answei to (he county juvenile court. At 
intervals of severaI days, each one 
became involved In the illegal entry in 
the Salvador Marti I home on West street 
“ many times,” In each case at noon lime 
when no one was home. The girls, tor the 
most part, admitted they felt mischievous 
and admitted they stole about $50 in cur¬ 
rency from a bedroom during the fre¬ 
quent visits. 

Then there were the thefts of a push¬ 
cart from the local l-'G&E office and the 
burglarizing of the Millard Sharpe ranch 
home by other boys. 

The Reporter 

June 12,1953 


or whatever tie Inforrna 
turn may la- worth, the fain 
tly tree of Vacaville Elmi¬ 
ra residents is growing fa si and 
its ancestral roots are changing. 

The information is revealed 
in the new telephone din cm 
ric.s which were delivered to 
customers lasl week. The new 
directory of about 3,700 Listings 
represents a whopping two-year 
increase from the2JJQ0 listings 
in November 1957. 

The rapid increase in the 
area’s population as indicated 
by the directory would give a 
clue, if one would lake the time 
for a study, of the migration into 
California from other slates. 

For instance, the name John¬ 
son appeared 14 times two years 
ago. Since that lime the name 
has made the biggest jump in 
the number of listings. It has 
moved from fourth place to first 
place with 24 listings. Statistics 
have shown that the Johnsons in 
the southern states outnumber 
all others. 

The once proud name of 
Lopez which outnumbered all 
others for years is now in fourth 
place with 17 ihe name has lost 
a root since two years ago when 
it was tied with the Millers at 18. 

The Millers are now in third 
place with 20, 

The Smiths, too, have lost 
ground. Two years ago they 
were far ahead in first place 
with 27. Now, with 22, they are 
running in second place behind 
the Johnsons. Perhaps no one 
will ever come up with a theory 
on that one. 

And there shouldn't be too 
much difficulty keeping up with 
the Jones. The name Jones 
appeared seven time two years 
ago and now, in spile of the pop¬ 
ulation increase, it has dropped 
to six listings What happened? 

There’s a feudin’ warning to 
the members of the single Hat¬ 
field family by the three 
McCoys. 

The Reporter 
Nov. 13,1959 

ABCs of area 
phone listing 

hat’s in a name? 

Within the past sev¬ 
eral days more than 
1200 telephone directories 
reached users in the Vacaville- 
Elmira area llus week, compli¬ 
ments or the Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. But 
none in the record number of 
listings can tell much of tlie 
makeup of the people here. 

For instance, there is no one 
name or nationality of names 
that dominates. There are 
dozens of names more popular 
here than the three Joneses. 

The Browns are only slightly 
more numerous with four, while 
the Smiths are holding their 
own with seven and are among 
the top group. 

But even so, the Smiths’ 
score is evented by the Rogers, 
and the Chandlers and Millers 
with eight names each as still 
more abundant. On the very top 
of the list is the name of Lopez 
which appears ten times. 

The directur has little to 
show in odd names. There is no 
shorter name than Lee, Cox, 

Mix or Fry, to name several. A 
quick glance gives HolUngshead 
and Bcrkslresser as the longest 
names of 12 letters each, but 
there is little enough interest in 
names to write home about 

Can you top this? 

The Reporter 

Dec. l, 1950 




w 





Our music has been 
filling your Vacaville 
homes for decades. 

our Hlttory: 1950-1959... Our 50*. Were Great! 

nn May 16,1954 Hill & Marge Carroll were marned in 
v ,• iville Rosaline, their daughter was burn on Kl> 13, 
Yur* In the late 5<)'s Bill started a rock & roll band 

c-tl"led "Inipaia Six" (more to come) 



Hill, Marge & 
Kos.time Carroll 


• • 


e (V us for alt of your musical mads. 

*0 1 * f 1 ■ /inj? IT 

()ur pnct*s a fi 1 1 n / * 

0ttr Cfft am the MOST prices around. 

sell 17 AS. laser, D W s and games 
II,- also tent atm - 


Vacaville Music 

359 Merchant St*, Vacaville 

* 707 - 448-3651 _ 


1952 Noadmaster luxury liner - One of the first Industrial designers to um*r the wto 
obsolescence* was Brooks Stevens who designedIWs Roadmaster. 10 smeaning wus"beUcr mmc durable t'^lm i> 
c ;^ so Lome* can’t resist upgrading In das case tt moan, a SIuh k,n.,n-, 

chronic-trimmed horn lank, rear currier with tell Ughte. and a Searcl.U,ui head 
Kghi winch WHS unusually powerful and tempted kids to stay out alter dark 


Ray’s Cycle 

400 Main St, Downtown VaniYtllr. 448-lSlI 
1121 Texas St., Downtown Paiifit’KI. 42H-1911 
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MAGAZINES 


Sex sells 

Hugh Hofner, 27, sets off fire¬ 
works in the magazine industry 
with the first issue of Playboy in 
1953, It features Marilyn Monroe 
on the cover and as the “Sweet¬ 
heart of the Month" centerfold. 

(The term changes to "playmate - 
thereafter,) The first issue carries 
no date because Hefner isn't sure 
there will be a second. The new 
m^azine — bulll around the cen 
terfokJ. son>e serious journalism, 
erotic fiction, and advice to its 
young, upwardly mobile readers 
about how to live the good life — 
proves so successful that within 
three years it is outselling the reign¬ 
ing men's magazine, Esquire, for 
wh?ch Hefner once worked. 


TECHNOLOGY 


The tube proliferates 

The TV is rapidly displacing the 
radio as a source of family enter¬ 
tainment in the early 1950s. By the 
end of 1952.17 million American 
homes have TVs. up from 7 million 
in 1950. Among the programs 
Americans are watching is the "To¬ 
day’ show, which made its debut 
on Jan. 16 on NBC. Chicago radio 
personality Dave Garroway serves 
as master of ceremonies for the 
two-hour news and interview show 
developed by Sylvester "Pat" 
Weaver Jr. Working out of a street- 
level studio with a window facing 
street traffic in New York’s Rocke¬ 
feller Center, Garroway soon adds 
a sidekick: a chimpanzee named J. 
Fred Muggs. Another TV milestone: 
The American Bandstand" makes 
its debut in January on ABC sta- 
ions with a 22-year-old host named 
_)»ck Clark. 



Ahhhhhh, cool air 

General Motors announces that 
it will offer air conditioning as an 
option in some of its 1953 car 
models. Tests in Texas and Arizona 
show that the systems can reduce 
the heat of a car to a comfortable 
level in minutes, no matter how 
long the vehicle has been in the 
sun. 


ICONS 


Smokey Bear says. 

Put out that match!’ 

A badly burned black bear cub, 
found clinging to a charred tree in 
the Capitan Mountains of New Mex¬ 
ico's Uncoln National Forest, be¬ 
comes the inspiration for one of 
America's more enduring icons: 
Smokey Bear. The orphaned cub is 
flown by rangers to Santa Fe, where 
his paws are treated and he is 
nursed back to health at the home 
of a game warden. He is shipped to 
the National Zoo in Washington, 
D.C., and posters appear showing 
Smokey and bearing the message: 
“Only You Can Prevent Forest 
Fires." Smokey 
will be offi- f |;\ 
dally retired (' - ^ - - 

as the | SMOKEY 

Forest 
Service 
symbol in 
May 1975 
and will die 
In 1976. 
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1950 



■ Jan. 25: 

Stal l* Depart 
men! ollicinl 
Atp-r 1 li^s is 
sentenced to 
five wars in 
prison after 
hi^ conviction 
on two counts 
of perjury: Hiss 
was investigated 
by the House Un-American Activ¬ 
ities Committee after allegations 
of Communist espionage. 

£1 Jan. 31: President Harry* S 
Truman orders the Atomic Ener¬ 
gy Commission to begin develop¬ 
ing a hydrogen lx>mb. 

■ Feb 9: A relatively unknown 
US, senator touches off a 
firestorm of fear when he claims 
tliat communist agents have infil¬ 
trated the government and hold 
crucial positions. Sen. Joseph Mc¬ 
Carthy, R-Wis,, soon holds hear¬ 
ings to prove liis allegations and 
M McCarthyismT>ecome9 a house¬ 
hold word. A Senate panel in July 
concludes that his accusations 
have no foundation. \ Os tirades 
will end in December 1954, when 
his fellow senators censure him 
for misconduct by a vote ol 67-22. 

■ March 6: The United Min© 
Workers end a monthlong strike 
after winning their first industry¬ 
wide contract. 


■ May 1: 

Gwendolyn 
Brooks becomes 
the first female 
black poet to 
win a Pulitzer 
Prize. She wins 
for a collection 
called "Annie 
AIlenT 


■ May 5: Elizabeth Thylor 
marries hotel heir Nick Hilton. 
Her former nanny is quoted os 
saying:"Elizabeth loves and re¬ 
spects Mr. Hilton, He feels the 
same about her That's why this 
will l>e the first and last marriage 
for both of them," 

■ June 25: The North Korean 
army crosses the 38th Parallel 
into neighboring South Korea. 
President Truman calls on the 
United Nations to check w hat he 
calls unwarranted aggression 
against the democratic govern¬ 
ment in South Korea. 

§ 

■ June 27: Truman authorizes 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur to pro¬ 
vide naval and air power to aid 
the Republic of Korea. 

■ Sept, 15: UN. forces, led by 
American Ircops, launch a mas¬ 
sive amphibious invasion at In¬ 
chon, South Korea Pierce fighting 
continues, with UN. forces liber¬ 
ating Seoul on Sept. 26 and reach¬ 
ing the North's capital Py¬ 
ongyang, a month later 





SepL 27; Former heavy¬ 
weight champion Joe Louis loses 
to Ezzard Charles in a champi¬ 
onship bid prompted by his mas* 
sive federal tax debt. He fails to 
regain the crown he relinquished 
when he retired 18 months earli¬ 
er It’s only the second loss for 
Louis, 36, in 62 fights. 

■ Oct. 2: The United Feature 
Syndicate begins distributing 
‘‘Peanuts” by Charles Schulz. 

l [ Nov. 1: An attempt by two 
Puerto Rican nationalists to as¬ 
sassinate President Truman ends 
in a gunbattle between the armed 
men and Capitol police. The 
shoot-out takes the lives of one as¬ 
sailant and a police officer The 
second gunman is arrested. Tru¬ 
man is unaware of the incident 
until it is over, 

■ Dec. 8; President T ruman 
bans trade with the People's lie- 

public of China 


V Dec, 10: UN. diplomat 
Ralph J. Bundle becomes the 
first black person to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize. Bundle, 
grandson of a slave, receives the 
award for mediating the conflict 
between Arabs and Israelis. 


On-the-fly recording 
launches The King 


July 5, 1954, marks n turning 
point in (he life of a 19-year-old 
truck driver for Crown Electric of 
Memphis, For the second time in as 
many days, the aspiring enter¬ 
tainer from Tupelo, 

M iss., named EMs 
Aron Presley brings 
his guitar to Sun 
Studios, where 
Sun owner Sam 
Phillips has final¬ 
ly agreed to allow 
him a real record¬ 
ing session. Eiirli- 
er, Presley had 
paid Phillips $4 


to make a “vanity” record. 

Presley is joined by two sea¬ 
soned pros, guitarist Scotty Moore 
and bass player Bill Black, for a 
practice session on July 4; the next 
day, Presleys first com¬ 
mercial recording 
date commences. 
The trio tries 
out arrange¬ 
ments of such 
ballads as 
“Harbor 
Lights” and “I 
Love You Be¬ 
cause.” Then they 
go to work on 
Presleys idea for an 
up-tempo version of 
a blues tune — 
“That’sAll Right,” 



■ Jan, 29: The 18-year-old 
Elizabeth Taylor divorces Nick 
Hilton. She will marry British ac¬ 
tor Michael Wilding less than a 
year after her divorce is finalized. 

■ Feb. 26: The 22nd Amend¬ 
ment to the Constitution takes ef¬ 
fect. It says that no person may be 
elected to the presidency for more 
than two terms. 

E March IB: N BC signs Milton 
Berle to a 30-year contract, said to 
be the TV industry's longest. 

■ April 11 1 President Truman 
fires Gen. Douglas MacArthur as 
supreme commander of Allied 
forces in the Pacific and orders 
him to return home in the midst 
of the Korean War. The Chicago 
Tribune, along with a host of oth¬ 
er newspapers, demands the im¬ 
peachment and conviction of the 
president and calls him “unfit, 
morally and mentally, for his high 
office.” Truman also is booed in 
public and hanged in effigy for his 
actions against MacArthur, a hero 
to many Americans. 

■ June 25: The first commer¬ 
cial color broadcast is presented 
by CBS. Unfortunately, no color 
TVs are owned by the public, and 
the only people who see the broad¬ 
cast in color are CBS technicians 
watching on monitors. 

■ July 9: The NAACP says 
that the “Amos and Andy” televi¬ 
sion show depicts blacks as 
“amoral, se mil iterates, lazy; stu¬ 
pid, dishonest and scheming; 

■ Sept. 3: 

The soap opera 
“Search for To¬ 
morrow” makes 
its premiere on 
CBS. Perform¬ 
ers who will get 
their start on 
the soap in¬ 
clude Susan 
Sarandon, Jill 

Clayburgh, Kevin Kline,Kevin 
Bacon and Don Knotts. 

■ Oct. £5: ! Love Lucy,” star¬ 
ring red-hended comedian Lucille 
Ball, makes its premiere on CBS. 

■ Now 30: 'The American Med¬ 
ical Association approves treat¬ 
ment of drinking water with fluo¬ 
rides to reduce tooth decay. 



Sarandon 


March 8: A mechanical 
heart is placed for the first time in 
a human by surgeons at the Penn¬ 
sylvania Hospital in Philadelphia. 
The patient dies 81 hours later. 

■ March 10; Cuban dictator 
Gen. Fulgenrio Batista y Zaldivar 
regains power in a military coup, 
ousting President Carlos Prio So- 
carras. Under Batista, Cuba be¬ 
comes a rum-soaked “island of 
sin; a playground for casino-own¬ 
ing gangsters and American high 
rollers. 

■ April 15* President Truman 
signs a peace treaty with Japan, 
granting full sovereignty to the 
World War II enemy and officially 
ending the war in the Pacific. 

■ May 12: Washington re¬ 
ceives its first female ambassador, 
Shrimati Vijaya Lakshina Pandit 
of India. 

■ May 29: Greece grants 
women the right to vote. 

■ July 7: The liner SS United 
States sets a trans-Atlantic speed 
record on its first round-trip voy* 
age to Europe with an eastward 
crossi ng of three days, 10 hours 
and 40 minutes. 

* 

■ July 19: The Summer 
Olympics open in Helsinki, Fin¬ 
land, and the Soviet flag is raised 
at the event for the first time. One 
man dominates the Games: long¬ 
distance runner Emil Zatopek of 
Czechoslovakia, who wins three 
gold medals, American athlete 
Bob Mathias wins the decathlon. 

fl Aug. 30: Inventor R. Buck’ 
minster Fuller displays a strong 
hut lightweight structure called a 
“geodesic domePThe dome revolu¬ 
tionizes construction techniques. 

■ Sept, 10: Representatives of 
ihe German and Israeli govern¬ 
ments sign an agreement that 
awards close to a billion dollars in 
reparations for Nazi crimes 
against the Jewish people, 

■ Sept, 23: Presidential can- 
didale Dwight D. Eisenhowers 
running mate, Richard Nixon, re¬ 
sponds to reports that he person¬ 
ally benefited from a political 
slush fund. As 60 million Ameri¬ 
cans watch on i V, Nixon denies 
using the fund for personal bene- 


by Arthur u Bjg Bo/ 1 Crudup. After 
several takes, the trio finds a tempo 
and blend that seems to work. The 
recording made that day^liatis All 
Right" ( with its flip side, M Blue 
Moon of Kentucky*), launches the 
Elvis phenomenon, thanks to a 
boost by Memphis disc jockey 
Dewey Phillips. The DJ,no relation 
to Sum Phillips, is deluged with 
phone calls after playing the record 
only once; Memphia-area stores sell 
6,000 copies in one week. 

Another Elvis milestone comes 
July 30, just 26 days after Presley 
recorded his breakout hit He, 
Moore and Black, the story goes, 
were playing a concert in Memphis. 
After a lackluster matinee show, 
Presley derides to crank his on¬ 
stage energy up a notch. In fact, 
during the evening show, he concen¬ 
trates so hard on his performance 
that he fails to control a nervous 
twitch in his leg. It is perhaps the 
moat fortuitous twitch in pop 
music history. As Presley will 
later recall; “I came offstage, 
and my manager told me that 
they was hollering because I 
was wiggling my legs. I went 
back out for an encore, and I 
did a little more. And the more 
I did, the wilder they went," 



At 25, a queer 

Princess Eliza¬ 
beth and her hus¬ 
band, Prince 
Philip, are in 
the first week of 
what is intend¬ 
ed to be a five- 
month goodwill 
tour of East Africa 
when they are 
lodged at Treetops on 
the night of Feb. 5-6, 1952. During 
the night, as Elizabeth sleeps in 
Kenya and her father, King George 
VI, slumbers at the royal estate of 
Sandringham in England, the king 
dies peacefully of advanced lung 
cancer and heart disease. 

Unaware that the British crown 
has passed to her during the night, 
Elizabeth sets out at dawn to fish 
for trout. Not until lunchtime does 
the news reach the angling party 
that George VI is dead. Suddenly, it 
dawns on this 25*year-old woman, 
who until now has led a carefree 
life, that she is queen. 

The eldest daughter of George 
VI, Elizabeth Alexandra Mary 
takes the oath of accession to the 
British throne on Feb, 8 and is pro¬ 
claimed head of the British Com¬ 
monwealth. She will be formally 
crowned in Westm inster Abbey on 
June 2,1953, 



Nixon 


fit. But he adds: "I did get some¬ 
th! ng, a gift after the nomination. 
It was a little cocker spaniel dog, 
black and white, spotted. Our lit¬ 
tle girl Tricia — the 6-yearold — 

named it 
Checkers. The 
kids, like all 
kids, love the 
dog. Regardless 
of what they 
say about it, we 
are going to 
keep it"It is a 
masterful piece 
of manipula¬ 
tion, Viewers cry; etters of sup¬ 
port pour in and Nixon rides Ike’s 
coattails into the vice presidency. 

■ Nov. 1: The US. Atomic En¬ 
ergy Commission explodes the 
first hydrogen, or nuclear-fusion, 
bomb, at the Eniwetok proving 
grounds in the Pacific Ocean. 

■ Dec, 15: A scrawny, blond 
ex-Gl named George Jorgenson 
returns from Denmark as a tall 
blonde named Christine. Whilehe 
is not the first transsexual, he is 
the first logo public. 


1953 


■ Jan l.t Country /nunnr leg¬ 
end f lank Willbu™ die« at flg' 29 
of heart failure while sleeping in 
the hack Kent of n Cadi I for. 

■ March 5: Jmtzf Vui«ari 
onnvirh Btiifin, the rri ml powerful 
and brutal leader in RmifiiaVf bin^ 
fury, dies* in Moscow at uy; 73 
BmM§ handpicked heir, fkyirgl 
Malenkov, 5), ;\murn* * rnl of 
tili country Nikita KhniaJvbev, 
58, soon emerge h m w-cond in- 
commarid to Malenkov, who will 
head th#? U.K8.R until 1958, 
whan Khrushchov will take full 
control. 

■ May 29: Mountaineer Ed¬ 
mund Hillary of New Zealand and 
Tensing Norgay, his Nepalese 
SherpFi guide, become the first 
men to conquer Mount Everest, 
the world's tallest mountain. 

■ June 19: Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg are executed at Sing 
Sing Priaon in Ossining, N.Y.They 
were convicted of Helling atomic 
secrete to the Soviet Union and 
became the first, and only civil¬ 
ians to be executed under the 
General Espionage Act of 1917. 

■ July 27: Fighting ends in Ko¬ 
rea after three years. Combatanta 
sign an armistice, but a peace 
treaty is never signed. An esti¬ 
mated 55,000 Americans have 
been killed and 102,000 wounded. 


■ Sept. 12: 

Sen.John 
Fitzgerald 
Kennedy of 
Massachusetts 
weds Jacque¬ 
line Lee Heavi¬ 
er in Newport, 
R.I., in what 
some call the 
wedding of the 
decade. 



Jackie Kennedy 


■ Sept, 30: California Gov. 
Earl Warren is chosen 14th chief 
justice of the United States, re¬ 
placing recently deceased i Yed M. 
Vinson. Unexpectedly, Warren 
will preside over one of the most 
liberal and activist courts in the 
institution's history. 

■ Oct. 5: The New York Yan¬ 
kees win the World Series for an 
unprecedented fifth straight year, 
beating the Brooklyn Dodgers. ITs 
the 16th championship for the 
Yanks, (Ticket prices are raised to 
$10 for box seats, $7 for reserved 
and $4 for standing room.) 

■ Nov* 9: Welsh poet Dylan 
Thomas, who counseled, TJo not 
go gentle into that good night," 
dies at age 39 after a night of 
drinking in New York. 

■ Nov. 27: Eugene O'Neill, 
considered by many critics to be 
America's greatest playwright, 
dies in Boston. O'Neill, 65, had 
been suffering from a degenera¬ 
tive disorder so severe he was un¬ 
able to sign his name. 


1954 


■ Jan, 14: Baseball legend Joe 
DiMaggio marries movie star 
Man lyn Monroe. The union will 
last only nine months. 

■ March 1: Puerto Rican na¬ 
tionalists draw guns in the gallery 
of the U.S. House of Represen ta- 
tivea Amid shouts of 1 Pree Puerto 
Rico!" they spray the chamber 
with bullets; five lawmakers are 
wounded, although all survive. 

The four assailants receive the 
maximum sentence, more than 
100 years in prison each. 

■I May 6: Briton Roger Bannis¬ 
ter achieves a goal that some 
thought was unattainable: run¬ 
ning a mile in less than 4 min¬ 
utes. Bannister runs the mile in 
3:59.4. Six weeks later, Australian 
John Landy runs the mile in 3:58. 

■ May 7 : France’s eight-year 
war against Vietnamese guerril¬ 
las led by Ho Chi M n fi reaches ite 
low point with the fall of the Viet¬ 
namese city of Dienbienphu. By 
July, France has had enough of 

i he bloody quagmire, A peace 
treaty is signed that gives Ho con¬ 
trol of northern Vietnam, while 
French-backed Bao Dai rules the 
southern half 

■ May 17: A Supreme Court 
derision wraps up a 3-year-old 
lawsuit brought by Oliver Brown, 
a parent who wanted his daugh¬ 
ter to attend a school near her 
home. The NAACP took the 
Browns' case and four others, col¬ 
lectively called Brown vs_ Board of 
Education, to the Supreme Court. 
The court's 9 0 decision said that 
“separate educational fac lilies 
are inherently unequal* and or¬ 
ders 1 }ae states to proceed “with all 
deliberate speed" to integrate 
them. 

■ July ±2: President Eisen¬ 
hower proposes an interstate 
highway system. 


The Past Century 


Now its amlavk online . 



4f 


























































































Sunday, August 29, 199*' 


REPORTER 


1955 



• Jan, 7: ('ontnilto Marian An* 
demm bcronu's iIh* firsi block 

to sinj; at 1 ho New York 
Metropolitan Optra timin' 

1 inn, 19 ; l*ro«idont Dwight \Y 
iM^tthowcr allows filming of n 
snl nows cnnfi'ivncc for 
l fie h *>s| iimo I*V and motion pic- 
turo newsiwl photographers rov- 
ortho event 

■ April 5: Sir Winston 
Churchill, ago SI , retina ns 
British prime minister and is sue* 
cetxkxl hv Sir Anlhonv Eden. 

■ %' V 

M April 5: 

Richard J* Ha¬ 
ley, formerly 
Cook County 
Democratic 
l*arty chair¬ 
man, is elected 
mayor of 
Chicago and 
begins his 21* 
year career as 
mayor of the na- Da e ^ 
tion's second-largest city 

■ April 12: Jonas Salk, a re¬ 
search scientist who specializes in 
viruses, becomes a household 
name after he announces that 
field trial results on a vaccine for 
polio have proven the treatment 
safe and effective. Salk refuses to 
patent the vaccine. He says he has 
no desire to profit from the discov¬ 
ery, only to help people. 

■ June Uj Eighty people die 
and nearly 100 are injured as the 
worst accident in the history’ of 
auto racing occurs at Le Mans, 
France- Three cans are involved in 
the accident, and one of the cars 
slams into a grandstand. 

M June 13: The first executive 
ie^plane, a Beech Paris, is dis¬ 
ced in Purchase, N.Y, 

■ June 24: Soviet MiGs shoot 
down a US. Na%y patrol plane 
over the Bering Strait, 

■ Aug. 27: Australia, led by 
Ken Rosewall* retakes tennis' 

Davis Cup from the United 
States. 

■ Sept. 19: The 10-year gov* 
eminent of Argentine President 
Juan Reron ends with his resigna¬ 
tion after a three-day revolt by 
military forces led by Brig. Gen. 
Dalmiro Felix Videla Relaguer 
Peron is exiled to Paraguay on 
Sept. 24. 

■ Sept, 24: President Eisen¬ 
hower is hospi talized after a heart 
attack. 

■ Sept. 30: Actor James Dean, 
24, dies instantly when his 
Porsche Spyder>ekids off a road 
near Paso Rob es, Calif.* and 
smashes into a telephone pole. 

Four days i Aer his death, Warner 
Bros, releases, on schedule* “Rebel 
Without a Cause," director 
Nicholas Ray's drama of juvenile 
delinquency. 

■ Dec. S: The American Feder¬ 
ation of Labor and the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations merge, 
with George Meany as leaden 
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3 February: In a four-hour dia¬ 
tribe delivered before the 20th 
Communist Parly Congress in 
^eow* Josef Stalin's successor, 
ita Khrushchev, denounces 
“the cult of the individual" and at¬ 
tacks his former boss for his ^in¬ 
tolerance, his brutality, his abuse 
of power." Ever so briefly, the par¬ 
ty's iron grip will ease. In the next 
year,an estimated 8 million peo¬ 
ple will be released from the gulag 
work camp system and thousands 
of purged Communist Party mem¬ 
bers will be “rehabilitated." 

■ April 2: Two soap operas 
make their premieres on daytime 
television, "As the World Turns" 
on CBS and "Edge of Night" on 
ABC. 

■ April 19: Grace Patricia Kel¬ 
ly is at the pinnacle ol her movie 
career when she marries Mona¬ 
cos Prince Rainier III in the 
Cathedral of St. Nicholas. The 
“wedding of the century," a heady 
mixture of Holly¬ 
wood glamour 
and royal 
mystique* ac¬ 
tually look 
ptac< j t wice. 

The first 
was a civil 
ceremony 
April 18 in 
the throne 
mom of the 
palace in Monte 
Carla 

Grace 
Kelly 


T 
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■ April 27: Rocky Marciano re* 
tires undefeated ns world heavy¬ 
weight boxing champion. He won 
all 49 of his bouts, including six in 
defense of the championship, and 
43 by knockouts. 

■ June 29; Actress Marilyn 
Monroe and play wright Arthur 
Miller many in London, she fur 
the third time, he for the second, 

■ June 30: In the worst com¬ 
mercial air disaster to date, 128 
people are killed when two airlin¬ 
ers crash into the Grand Canyon. 

he accident involves a Trans 
World Air) mes Super Constel la- 
Lion and a United Airlines DC-7, 
which are thought to have collided 
in Right. 

■ July 25: At 11:10 p.m., about 
60 miles off Nantucket Island, the 
paths of the Italian passenger lin¬ 
er Andrea Dona and the Swedish 
liner Stockholm converge in dense 
fog. The Italian a hip is doomed; 
the bow of the Stockholm is crum¬ 
pled, but the ship stays afloat. 
During the next 11 hours* before 
the Andrea 1 )oria slides beneath 
the sea at 10:09 a an., people gath¬ 
er around TVs and radios to fallow 
the plight of the stricken liners. 
Fifty-one people die. 

■ July 26: Egypt’s nationalist 
president. Carnal Abdel Nasser, 
seizes the Suez Canal from the 
French-controUed Suez Canal Co, 
The action makes Nasser a hero 
of Arab nationalism . But it 
prompts Israel to invade the Sinai 
Peninsula and the Gaza Strip on 
Oct, 29* followed by a French- 
British invasion of Egypt on Oct, 
31. International pressure forces 
Britain, France and Israel to end 
the hostilities, and a United Na¬ 
tions emergency force occupies 
the Canal Zone, All troops will be 
evacuated by the spring of 1957. 

■ Sept. 24: 

The world’s 
first trans- 
Atlantic 
telephone cable 
begins opera¬ 
tion. The twin 
cables* 2,250 
miles long, stretch 
from Clarenville* Newfoundland, 
to Oban* Scotland, 

■ Oct. 8: In game five of the 
53rd World Series, Don Larsen of 
the New York Yankees pitches the 
first perfect game in World Series 
history, beating the Brooklyn 
Dodgers 2-0. The Yankees win the 
Series* four games to three, 

ill Nov. 6: President Eisenhow¬ 
er wins a second term in a land¬ 
slide victory over Democrat Adlai 
E. Stevenson. Tke n wins 57 per¬ 
cent of the popular vote and 457 
electoral votes, compared with 42 
percent of the popular vote and 74 
electoral votes for the former Illi¬ 
nois governor. 


1957 



■ Jan. 5: President Eisenhow¬ 
er calls for aid to Mideast coun¬ 
tries that resist communism. The 
policy becomes known as the 
Eisen bower Doctrine. 

■ July 6: American tennis 
player Althea Gibson is the first 
black to win at Wimbledon. She 
wins the women's singles and 
doubles and returns to a ticker- 
tape parade in New York. 

■ Sept, 4: Arkansas National 
Guardsmen turn away nine black 
students enrolled at Central High 
School in Little Rock, Ark. Gov. 
Orval Faubus had ordered the 
National Guard to surround the 
school* claiming it was needed to 
keep the peace during integration. 
A US. District Court directs 
Faubus to comply with the inte¬ 
gration order; and, after meeting 
with President Eisenhower* the 
governor reluctantly agrees to ob¬ 
serve "the supreme low of the 
land” The “Little Rock Nine" re¬ 
turn to school Sept, 23 but are 
sent home for their safety when 

rioting whites overwhelm a po 
lice contiagent,The next day, 
the inch is hack* and Eisen¬ 
hower sends in federal 
troops. On Sept. 26, the armed 
troops escort the black stu¬ 
dents Lo clnss. Eight of the nine 
will finish the school year, but 
white resistance to school into* 
gratiun continues, and officials 
close Central High for the next 
year rather than integrate. 

■ Sept, 23 : Francois 

Tapa Doe* Duvalier* run¬ 
ning on ti program of social 
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The launch of the Soviet Sputnik starts the Cold War space race. 


Beeps from the sky 



For the first time in human his¬ 
tory, an artificial satellite is dis¬ 
patched Oct 4 to orbit the Earth. 
The 184-pound aluminum sphere, 
smaller than a basketball, circles 
the globe every 95 minutes, emit¬ 
ting omj nous “beeps"' and transmit¬ 
ting data to its masters on terra fir- 
nm Trouble is, those masters are in 
the Soviet Union, And that causes 
no end of worry for Americans in 
the paranoid Cold War world. Hu¬ 
mankind has made a first tentative 
step into die cosmos, and the space 
race between the world's two super¬ 
powers is off and running. 

As Sputnik circles the globe 
from pole to pole, astronomers rush 
to track its orbit and eavesdrop on 
its radio signal, politicians stake 
out positions, and President Eisen¬ 
hower dismisses the Soviet space 
feat as “one small ball in the air* 
something that does not raise my 
apprehension, not one iota.” But 
Sen, Stuart Symington* D-Mo.* 
sums up the worries of many Amer¬ 


icans on Oct, 5: “Unless our defense 
policies are promptly changed, the 
Soviets will move from superiority 
to supremacy,” 

The news of Sputnik I comes 
soon after l he Soviet Union’s test in 
August of its first intercontinental 
ballistic missile. Then Sputnik II 
goes up Nov, 3, carrying a live dog* 
Laika* to obtain biomedical data. 
That satellite weighs 1*121 pounds* 
lifted into orbit by a military' rocket 
Suddenly, education in math and 
science becomes a national priority. 

The US. military has been work¬ 
ing on vehicles to launch ballistic 
missiles with a range of 1,500 
miles* and that technology is 
tapped to compete with Sputnik, 
The first American attempt to 
launch a satellite fails Dec, 6 when 
a Navy Vanguard rocket carrying a 
3 Vpound satellite lifts only two 
feet off the launch pad at Cape 
Canaveral and explodes. Success 
will come early in the next year 
with the launch of Explorer I. 



1958 


By sitting down, 
she took a sta id 

It is a simple act of defiance. 
Rosa Parks* a 43-year-old seam¬ 
stress* refuses to give up her seat 
near the front of a bus on Dec, I* 
1955, in Montgomery, Ala. For this 
act, she is arrested. At the Lime, 
blacks account for 75 percent of' 
Montgomerys bus riders. But a 
municipal ordinance bars them 
from sitting toward the front of 
the bus; and* if any whites are 
standing, blacks are required to 
give tip tiieir seals. Parks* a volun¬ 
teer secretary for the National As¬ 
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, is fined $10 for her 
modeat protest tiul hoi acl pmvi 

lo be much more costly to segrega¬ 
tionists. On the day oi lier trial, 
black activists begin n hm boycott. 

Their demand: courtesy to black 
passengers* the hiringofblack dri¬ 
vers and lifting of the rule that 
blacks must give up seats to 
whites. But (he local authorities 
will balk until tin Supiuinr ( Vnnl 
rules in November 19511 l hat bus 
segregation in unconHi.ituI ioimli 


reform and black nationalism, in 
elected president of Haiti and be 
gins his gn .U d\ nnnly 

■ Dec, 5: The Soviets launch 
the IvGnin, the world's fu st nu¬ 
clear icebreaker, in l-eningnul. 


tl Jan, 29: Charles Stark¬ 
weather* 19* and Caril Ann Fu¬ 
gate* 14* are captured in Wyoming 
after a 110-mph car chase and 
shoot-out. Starkweather confesses 
to killing 10 people in or near Lin¬ 
coln, Neb* t telling the sheriff in 
Lincoln that he just wanted to %e 
somebody* Starkweather repre¬ 
sents a new breed of American 
criminal; the serial kilter In June 
1959* Stark weather will be put to 
death in Nebraska's electric chair. 
Fugate is sentenced to prison; she 
will be paroled in 1976. 

H April U.: About 1,500 jam 
the Great Hall of the Moscow 
Conservatory and thousands 
more wait outside to hear Van 
Cliburn, a tall young pianist, from 
Texas, perform during the 
Tchaikovsky International Piano 
Competition. Despite sky-high 
Cold War tensions, Clibum brings 
down the house and wins first 
prize, 

■ April 15: The national pas¬ 
time goes coast to coast as major 
league baseball debate in Califor¬ 
nia The New York Giants, moved 
to San Francisco, and the Brook¬ 
lyn 1 lodgera* uprooted to Ia\s An- 
gules, meet for the first big-longue 
game at Seals Stadium In San 
Francisco, where the tlimits de¬ 
feat the Dodgers h-o. 

M April 16: Arnold Palmer* son 
of a gull pro from Youngstown* 

Pa,* wins the Musters by a stroke 
to claim Inn first imvior champi¬ 
onship. By years end, Palmer is 
I hr tours leading money winner, 

earning $42*000, 

■ May 14: Vice President 
Ite hard Nixon and lus wile, Pat, 
cut abort a Uilin America tour af¬ 
ter demonstrators in fisru and 
Venezuela ahnwer them with boos 
and stones. U.S, troops are dis- 
patched to protect the Nixons, 

■ May 23; rMsBatiBfied by his 
country’s standing in the econom¬ 


ic world order, Mao'! se-f ung 
launches China on a “Great Leap 
Forward.” In a mass mobilization* 
millions of peasants are organized 
into about 24,000 ^people's com¬ 
munes" in the countryside. The 
program appears successful at 
first, but waste and mismanage¬ 
ment lead to disappointing re¬ 
sults. Historians will later esti¬ 
mate that 20 million or more Chi¬ 
nese died in the famine resulting 
from the “great leap " 

■ June 28: Pele leads Brazil to 
the World Cup soccer tide with a 
5-2 win over Sweden. 

m July 31: King Faisal of Iraq* 
along with the nation s crown 
prince and premier, are executed 
in a military coup. President 
Eisenhower dispatches 5*000 
Marines to Lebanon. 

■ Aug. 5: The first undersea 
crossing of the North Pole is made 
by the nuclear-powered subma¬ 
rine USS Nautilus. The vessel 
submerged near Point Barrow, 
Alaska* on Aug 1 and traveled un¬ 
der the 50-foot-thick ice cap for 96 
hours before surfacing. 

■ Oct. 26: The jet age dawns 
when Pan American World Air- 
ways launches trans-Atlantic 
flights between New York and 
Paris using a Boeing 707, 

81 Oct. 28: Angelo Giuseppe 
Cardinal Roncali* patriarch of 
Venice, is named pope to succeed 
Pius XII, who died Oct. 9. The new 
pope will be known as John XXHL 


1959 


■ Jan. dti Led by a fiery 32- 
year-old lawyer named Fidel Cas¬ 
tro, rebels known as “the bearded 
ones” seize power in Cuba after 
two years of civil war. Dictator 
Fulgencio Batista resigns after 
seven years in power and flees to 
Miami. Upon hearing that the 
new rulers will honor internation¬ 
al agreements* the United States 
recognizes the government within 
days. But the honeymoon will be 
very short-lived Castro assumes 
the title of premier Feb. 16* pledg¬ 
ing to restore the Cuban economy, 
refurbish democracy and oppose 
dictatorships in Latin America. 

■ Jan. 3: Alaska is admitted to 

the Union as the 49th state. 

* 

■ Jan* 8: Charles de Gaulle is 
installed as president of France 
with more authority than any 
French leader since Napoleon III. 

■ Feb 3: A four-seater plane 
carrying touring performers 
Ritchie Valeria* J.P “The Big Bop- 
peri Richardson and Buddy Holly 
takes off after 1 a.m en route to 
Fargo* N.D. But oi ly a few miles 
from i 1 le airport.* it plunges into a 
snow-covered cornfield in Iowa* 
killing all aboard. The trio be¬ 
comes rock music’s first martyrs. 



Rock 'ri roller Buddy Holly 

H April 9: The first seven US, 
nslronaute a re picked from the 
ranks of military pilots by the Na¬ 
tional Aeronaut ics and Space Ad* 
ministration. After vigorous team¬ 
ing and testing, one will Ik' select¬ 
ed to become the first American in 
space in 1961, 

■ June 1±: “l^ady Chatterley'a 
Dover* a 1928 novel by D.H, 
Lawrence* is banned from the 

mails bv Postmaster General 

*' 

Arthur E, Summerfield, who says* 
"Any literary merit the book may 
have is far outweighed by the 
pornographic and smutty pas¬ 
sages and words, so that the book, 
taken ns a w hole, is an obscene 
and filthy work. 1 ’The Postal Ser¬ 
vice lifts the ban July 21, 

tt Aug. 21: Hawaii is admitted 
to the Union as the 50th state, 
Eisenhower issues an order for a 
new flag of 50 stars in staggered 
rows, which will become official 
July 4,1960, 


Kffvto Co*tTO€. .ta-’ 

«/M»cro*ort own**. K - h 
M«i Gfteon. actor. 1/3/56 

-Sugjw" R(y 

jo* Montana, to ot»< *' lt " 

Martina NavratHovn, '<**** P w '* r * 
10/18/56 

Katie CouriC, broadcast JOtifnafcH 1 f • 

Sfw+too Jackson Spw# La*. <» 

3/20/57 . 

Caroflne 0oo>V* Kar«><* «'* ^ d 0 

jonrt V And ne Kennedy. 

11/27/57 

Mlctwlto Pfetffer. aclmw, 4/2J/5B 
Prince Rogers Nation, pmteteW 
"Prince," 6/6/58 j "■■■■I 

Loutee Ckrcona, ► 

pop star Madon¬ 
na. 8/16/58 

Michael Jackson, 

pop singer, 

8/29/58 

John McEnroe, 

tennis player. 

2/16/59 

Randy Travis, country Singe', 5/4/59 

Earvin “Magic" Johnson, basketball pUr/ 
er. 8/14/59 

Maya Un, designer of the Vietnam vfeter 
ans Memorial In Washington, D C., 
10/5/59 

Florence Griffith Joyner, track star, 
12/21/59 





IC0IS 


The birth 
offearbie 

Shapely, wrin¬ 
kle-free, with 
pouty lips and 
impossible 
measure¬ 
ments, Bar¬ 
bie is born 
March 9, ~ 

1959, Bar- 

bie, a fashion doll j 
who will make gen¬ 
erations of young 
girls feel inadequate 
about their bodies, is 
the plastic offspring 
of Mattel founders 
Ruth and Elliot Han¬ 
dler. She is named for 
their daughter, Barbara. 

The doll's debut is at 
the American Toy Fair in 
New York. Barbie No. 1 
is dressed in a black- J 
and-white-sthped hJ 

bathing suit and has 
arched come-hither eyebrows. She 
comes in blond or brunette mod¬ 
els. She sells for about $2.50. Four 
decades later, an original Barbie in 
mint condition would bring about 
$5,000, In coming years, Mattel 
will produce more than 1 billion 
Barbies and Barbie spinoffs, includ¬ 
ing Ken, her perennial escort, bom 
in 1961. 

Disney’s dream 

1955 is a 
banner year for 
Walt Disney. 

The prime-time 
TV show "Dis¬ 
neyland" is rid¬ 
ing high in the 
ratings. The 
Mouseketeers 
are singing and 
dancing their 

way into living rooms as "The Mick¬ 
ey Mouse Club" becomes a must 
see program for kids. Millions of 
youngsters sport coonskin caps in 
imitation of a Disney-fied Davy 
Crockett played by f%ss Parker in a 
Technicolor movie. But the shiniest 
gem in the Disney tiara is the open¬ 
ing of the Disneyland theme park 
on July 17 in Anaheim, Calif, Poten¬ 
tial investors were a bit cool to Dis¬ 
ney's dream, and the entertain¬ 
ment giant had to come up with 
most of the $17 million to build the 
Magic Kingdom. As with most 
things Disney touched, Disneyland 
is an instant success. 





The Beat generation 

With publication of 'On the 
Road" in 1957, Jack Kerouac be¬ 
comes the spokesman for the rest¬ 
less, disaffected Beat Generation. 
The book recounts the cross-coun¬ 
try odyssey of two pals. Most ent 
ics pan the book, but it is read by 
anyone who wants to be "hip.* It 
makes the bestseller list and the 
unfettered lifestyle evoked by Ker¬ 
ouac has a seductive influence on 
young people. Attired in Jeans, 
sweaters, sandals and dark glass 
es, these 1950s nonconformists 
become known as "beatniks." 

Other popular reads In 1957: 

■ “The Cat in the Hat." by Dr. 
Seuss (Theodor Seuss Gelsel), 
aims at beginning readers bored 
with dull "Dick and Jane' texts. It's 
a hit and will sell up to 
9 million copies In 20 
years. Seuss, who 
has been writing chlk 
dren's books for 20 
years, also publishes 
“ how the Grinch Stole 
Christmas" this year. 

■ 'On the Beach," 
by Nevil Shute, 

■ "Atlas 

Shrugged. ” by Ayr) 

Rand. 



Read it, 


enjoy 



share it Only at 
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